
image 


DIGITAL 

EDITION 


su*# 











m 

a 


V ' ' 














LIKE SOMEONE 
BURNING A 
HOLE IN THE 
MIDDLE OF ME . 
4 HOLE SO BIG 
EVERYTHING 
POURS OUT 
OF ME, 


INSTEAD I'VE GOT 
EVERYBODY ELSE 
FEEDING ME CRAP 
ABOUT MY PAST, 
EVEN THOUGH NONE 
OF THEM WERE 

around when 
WHATEVER IT IS 
THAT HAPPENED TO 
ME .* ACTUALLY 
HAPPENED f 


THE OBVIOUS PARTIS I'VE 
CHANGED — BUT HOW?/ 
AND WHY? IT'S JUST A 
BUNCH OF SCATTERED 
IMAGES. I CAN'T PIECE 
ANY OF IT TOGETHER . AND 
EVERY TIME 1 CLOSE MY 
EYES ALL I FEEL IS PAIN. 


THEN IT 
STOPS. 
AND ALL 1 
FEEL IS 
THE COLD 
AND HEAVY 
PRESENCE OF 
DARKNESS. 


WHY IS IT SO 
GODDAMN 
HA RD TO 
REMEMBER 
THINGS? 


I REMEMBER 
THE PAIN. THEN ... 
THE LIGHT \ 


I WISH 
I KNEW ... 
WHY?/ 










NIGHT IT WAS THE 
SAME . PAIN. LIGHT COLD . 
DARKNESS , AGAIN AND 
AGAIN , UNTIL IT FINALLY 
WOKE ME FROM MY COMA 


MAY&E THAT'S WHY l BARELY 
SLEEP AT NIGHT- MAYBE I 
WASN'T SUPPOSED TO WAKE UP. 
MAYBE T WAS SUPPOSED TO 
STAY WHERE ITS BLACK . 


J WONDER IF 
THEY WENT 
THROUGH THIS , 
TOO? TRYING TO 
FIGURE OUT WHO 
THEY WERE. 


OR DID THEY DRIVE 
THEMSELVES CRAZY, 
LIKE I'M DOING NOW, 
HOPING TO PIECE IT 
ALL TOGETHER WfTH 
NOTHING BUT A FEW 
FRAGMENTS FROM 
THE PAST 





























WE BEGIN TONIGHTS NEWSCAST WITH THE SAME 
UNRESOLVED QUESTION WE HAVE BEEN ASKING SINCE THIS 
REMARKABLE INDIVIDUAL CAME INTO THE PUBLIC S AWARENESS**, 

"WHO IS JIM DOWNING?" 

FOR THE PAST SEVERAL WEEKS, NEARLY EVERY NEWS 
OUTLET IN THIS COUNTRY HAS ATTEMPTED TO PROVIDE INFORMATION 
ON HIS PAST. OUR OWN ORGANIZATION HAS HAD A TEAM OF 
JOURNALISTS TRYING TO TRACK DOWN ANY DETAIL, ANY CLUE AS TO 
MR. DOWNING'S PAST* TO DATE, NO ONE HAS BEEN ABLE TO FIND 
ANYTHING, A FACT YOU'RE READING OR HEARING ABOUT WITH 

MORE AND MORE FREQUENCY. 

GIVEN HIS NEAR MIRACULOUS ACTIONS AND SEEMINGLY 
IMPOSSIBLE SURVIVAL FROM A CLOSE RANGE ASSASSINATION 
ATTEMPT, ONE WOULD PRESUME THAT ANY PERSON WIELDING THE 
INCREDIBLE POWERS THAT HE SEEMS TO POSSESS WOULD HAVE 
A STREAM OF PEOPLE COMING FORWARD WITH BACKGROUND 
INFORMATION, SHOCKINGLY, NO PERSON OR DOCUMENT HAS 
SURFACED TO GIVE ANY INDICATION THAT THIS NEW 
SAVIOR' DIDN'T JUST APPEAR OUT OF THIN AIR. 



IN THIS DAY AND AGE, WITH SO MUCH 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SURROUNDING US EVERY 
MINUTE, HOW CAN THE SEARCH FOR A SINGLE MAN'S IDENTITY 
BE SO COMPLETELY DEVOID OF ANY CLUES?' IT SEEMS IMPROBABLE. 
YET THAT IS WHAT WE ARE FACING WITH MR. DOWNING TODAY. AS 
MILLIONS OF PEOPLE AROUND THE GLOBE CONTINUE TO INSIST THAT HE 
IS NONE OTHER THAN JESUS HIMSELF- THOSE OF US LOOKING FOR 
MORE PRACTICAL ANSWERS MIGHT SOON BE JOINING THE ZEALOT 
BLOGGERS IN CONCLUDING THAT IF NO NEWS AGENCY, GOVERNMENT 
INSTITUTION OR CITIZEN CAN TELL US WHERE HE CAME FROM, 

THEN THE ONLY POSSIBLE CONCLUSION IS THAT HE DID 
SIMPLY APPEAR OUT OF THE HEAVENS: 

AND THE THOUGHT THAT GOD'S ONLY SON MIGHT TRULY BE 
WALKING AMONG US IS SUCH A STAGGERING DEVELOPMENT THAT 
MOST OF US CANT EVEN COMPREHEND WHAT THAT MIGHT ACTUALLY 
MEAN FOR AMERICA AND THE REST OF THE WORLD* 

WHY NOW? WHY, AFTER ALL THIS TIME, AFTER ALL 
THE PRAYERS AND PLEAS FOR GOD TO SHOW ANY SIGN OF HIS 
EXISTENCE, WOULD THIS MAN BE THE ANSWER TO THAT QUESTION 
NOW? SHOULD WE JUST MAKE OUR LEAP OF FAITH AND ACCEPT 
IT, OR SHOULD WE BE ALARMED THAT SOMEONE WITH HIS 
ABILITIES DOESNT KNOW WHO HE IS HIMSELF? 



SO, YOU'RE TELLING ME THAT IN THIS DAY AND AGE, WITH ALL 
THE MODERN MARVELS OF TECHNOLOGY AT OUR FINGERTIPS— 
SMART PHONES, FACIAL RECOGNITION SOFTWARE, e4-HOUR NEWS- 
THE ALMOST ENDLESS REACH OF THE WORLDWIDE WEB- THAT NOT 
ONE SINGLE PERSON HAS AN? IDEA AS TO WHO THIS MAN f$TH 

I'M NOT FALLING FOX THAT ! 

YOU WANT TO CONVINCE YOURSELF THAT JIM DOWNING IS THE 
SECOND COMING OF JESUS CHRIST... THEN GO RIGHT AHEAD/ ITS A FREE 
COUNTRY; BUT YOU KEEP YOUR RADICAL, LIBERAL OPINIONS TO YOURSELF 
BECAUSE I REFUSE TO BELIEVE THAT THE PERSON I WAS RAISED TO 
BELIEVE IN IS NOW THIS BLOND HAIRED SURFER BUM f 

THE BIBLE % READ MADE NO INDICATION THAT JESUS WOULD 
RETURN TO EARTH AND RANDOMLY USE HIS POWERS ONLY WHEN HE 
FELT LIKE IT. OR WORSE THAT HE WOULD SOMEHOW BE EMBARRASSED 
TO EVEN ACKNOWLEDGE HE HAD THEM/ NO! WHAT JESUS WOULD DO 
IS COME BACK TO EARTH AND SHOW EVERY PERSON ON THE PLANET 
THAT THERE'S ONLY ONE GOD AND ONE RELIGION, AND HN WOULV 
UNtfN U0! NOT HIDE FROM US OR COWER AWAY WHENEVER 
WE WANTED TO TAKE HIS PICTURE, 



THAT'S NOT A MESSIAH THAT'S A FXAUV! YOU CAN TELL HIM I SAID SO/ 


THIS, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, IS ANOTHER CONSPIRACY 
COOKED UP BY THE LEFT LEANING SOCIALIST GOVERNMENT IN THE 
HOPES OF GETTING US TO BE SUBMISSIVE WITHOUT ANY CRITICAL 
THINKING; I'VE SEEN THIS TRICK BEFORE- THOUGH NOT TO THESE 
ABSURD LEVELS - AND ITS NOf GOING TO WORK/ 



AND SOME OF IT... I... I 
ACTUALLY FEEL MIGHT &E TRUE 


THAT SOMEHOW, /WY AMBITIONS 

GAVE ME power OVER others, and 

IN MY SEARCH FOR SOME GLORIOUS 
DISCOVERY - SOME SCIENTIFIC BREAK- 
THROUGH- I TEAMED WITH MEN 
WHOSE RUTHLESS CUNNING WAS 
THEIR STRONGEST ATTRIBUTE. 


BUT THE PAIN- IT ISN'T 
BLOCKING EVERYTHING 
OUT NOW. I'M STARTING 
TO SEE' MORE OF THE 
PAST MORE GLIMPSES. 


WHY? BECAUSE 
I NEEDED SOME 
FEELING OF GLORY? 
BECAUSE I NEEDED 
THE MONEY? 


BUT THEY 
ALL FAILED l 


AND I TOOK THAT DESIRE 
OUT ON OTHER HUMANS , 
BECOMING THE CREATOR OF 
MONSTERS / PUTTING THEM 
TOGETHER ONE BY ONE. 



AND THE 
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-FERED, GOD, 

HOW 1 

HEY i 

SUFFERED/ 
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THEN NOTHING 


NOTHING BUT 
TOTAL BLACK. 
GOD KNOWS 
HOW LONG I'D 
BEEN THERE. 

A YEAR? TWO? 
MAYBE EVEN TEN 
NO ONE SEEMS 
TO KNOW. 


BUT I'M AWAKE NOW 
REBORN. SOMEHOW 
ENDOWED WITH 
POWERS SO STRONG 
THEY CAN RESURRECT 
THE DEAD. 


'mm , 1 


AND INSTEAD OF 
BEING AFRAID OF ME, 
THE WORLD WANTS TO 
CALL ME A MESSIAH ? 
THEY WANT TO MAKE 
ME INTO THEIR GLOBAL 
CELEBRITY WITHOUT 
ASKING IF THAT'S WHAT 
1 WANT. HALF THE 
PEOPLE I KNOW STILL 
THINK I'M JUST SOME 
HUMAN HEALER* 


SOME MYSTERY THEY 
HAVEN'T BEEN ABLE 
TO SOLVE YET. 


DEMONS. ANGELS SPAWNS. 
THEY'RE ALL HERE UNDERNEATH 
THEIR NOSES -- AND THE SCARY 
PARTIS THEY'RE COMPLETELY 
UNAWARE OF IT 


THEY DON'T KNOW ABOUT 
THE REST -- AND IF THEY DID , 
THEY WOULDN'T KNOW WHAT 
TO DO ABOUT IT ANYWAY. 







EVEN BEFORE MY COMA THEY 
MUST HAVE BEEN HERE. I MUST 
HAVE BEEN AS BUND AND 
IGNORANT AS EVERYONE ELSE . 


/VOU/ I'M FULLY AWAKE... AND I'VE 
SEEN THEM. AND ALL THEY WANT TO 
DO IS DESTROY US JUST SO THEY CAN 
BEAT THE OTHER SIDE. HEAVEN. HELL . 
NEITHER ONE GIVES A SHIT ABOUT 
EARTH IF IT MEANS THEY CAN WIN 
THEIR WAR AGAINST EACH OTHER . 


Bt/rwor/voH', 


WE RE JUST A STEPPING STONE 
AN AFTERTHOUGHT. BUT THEY 
MADE A MISTAKE. 


A HUGE MISTAKE f 


Yj ?: 1 

mv ) , 


Er 

■Yu 

Wife 



















mm 


BY GIVING ME 


I DON'T CARE WHAT 
THEY WANT OR WHY/ 
THEY'RE DEAD / 


IF ANY OF THEM TRIES TO HURT SARA 
OR AiARC OR SUSAN- 1 SWEAR, I'LL 
KILL EVERY LAST ONE OF THEM/ 


CLOWN SAID THEY WERE AFRAID OF ME- - 
THAT I'M SOME TICKING TIME BOMB OR SOME- 
THING. FINE/ LET THEM BE SCARED. MAYBE 
THAT'LL KEEP THEM A WAY FOR A WHILE. 


IF NOT.. THEN LET'EM COME/ GOD. SATAN. 
I DON'T CARE/ I'LL TAKE THEM ALL ON/ 


WHATEVER THEY'VE MADE ME- WHATEVER I'VE 
BECOME- THEY'LL SCREAM MY NAME BEFORE 
THEY DIE/ SPAWN/ AND I'LL NEVER AGAIN BE ... 

















so- ^ 

WHAT DO 
YOU MAKE 
OF THIS?, 


M m[Mr I DON'T KNOW, ^1 
SAME THING AS 1 
WffmJ EVERYONE ELSE- AN 
PlS WSf 1 ABANDONED BUILD] NG 
f SUDDENLY COLLAPSES IN 

■falm A CRAPPY PART OF TOWN. 

LUCKILY, NO ONE a 
YEAH.X. WAS HURT, 

GUESS ^ 

YOU'RE RIGHT. I'M 1 
v OVERTHIN KINO A 


ITS JUST THAT 
THIS BUILDING SITS AT THE 
r OPENING OF THE ALLEYS WHERE I'VE * 
SEEN LOTS OF WEIRD STUFF HAPPEN. PLUS 
ANOTHER 'STRANGE" LIGHT APPEARED ABOUT 
THE SAME TIME WE GET OUR FIRST 
EARTHQUAKE IN A DOZEN YEARS.* BUT... 
I'M SURE EVERYONE ELSE IS RIGHT. THIS IS 
L JUST bad structural ENGINEERING a 
ON SOME FIFTY-YEAR- OLD ^^A 

BUILDINGS. - 


r ASIDE FROM THAT,^ 
W NATURE YOU DOING 
HERE? I THOUGHT YOU 
HAD WORK TO DO AT 
THE OFFICE. > 


THAT'S WHAT I 

^ CAME HERE TO TELL YOU. ’ 
I'M LEAVING. THEY RE SENDING 
ME BACK TO VIRGINIA, 

. FINALLY LETTING ME GO > 
BACK HOME. 


^ HOW DO < 
YOU FEEL ABOUT 
^ THAT? ^ 


/ TORN. I HATE \ 

/ ABANDONING YOU \ 
? IN THE MIDDLE OF YOUR \ 
CASE WITH DOWNING, BUT 
I THINK I CAN DIG DEEPER 
INTO A FEW LEADS BACK IN 
LANGLEY, SINCE EVERY LEAD 
FROM MY MURDER VICTIM 
v KEEPS CONNECTING TO > 
\ SOMEONE HERE IN / 
V NEW YORK, 


^ NOT TO 
MENTION THE WEIRD 
CRAP YOU CAME UP 
WITH ON DOWNING'S 
. FINGERPRINTS. > 
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Argentina 
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r CAPTAIN,^* 

I THINK W 
WE FOUND # 
WHAT WE RE 
LOOKING f WHAT 
^ FOR, J DO THE 
d BOXES 


wEL-r? j\iwL> T. 


^ it just m 

HAS THE \W 
PROJECT' ft ■ 
WRITTEN ON A I 
^ THEM* y - ^ 
-"""AND 
■ THE FILES 
K INSIDE? 




- f* 


^ THEY ^ 
SAY THE 1 
SAME THING— 
THOUGH HALF 
OF THEM ARE 
EMPTY. WHAT 
DO WE DO 
L NOW? A 


■ Z 2 


r BURN IT ALL. ^ 
JUST LIKE WE WERE 
ORDERED TO DO. 
DON'T LEAVE ANY- 
^ THING BEHIND. 
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f 1 WdNT \ 
TO KNOW 1 

wuy you were: 

GURHIMG 

im$e A 
\ me$! J 


you/ 


CLOWN AND BLUDD KEEP 
SAYING IT'S SOMEHOW 
CONNECTED TO ME, THAT 
IT'LL FEED OFF MY EMOTIONS 
AS IT TRIES TO PROTECT 
ME. 1 CAN FEEL THE 
CHAINS SNAPPING AND 
THE CAPE WHIPPING ITSELF 
INTO A FRENZY. 


WANTING TO FEED 


T THOUGHT HE 
MIGHT SAY THAT... 
AND SO DID MY 
COSTUME / 


AND FOR A COSTUME 
BORN IN HELL — 
THAT HUNGER CAN BE 
HORRIFYING/ 


AND IT DOESN'T LIKE 
HIS ANSWER ANY 
MORE THAN I DO. 


1 CAN FEEL ITS 
ANGER - EVEN 
WORSE THAN MINE . 
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NOW ITS BLOOD LUST IS 
BEGINNING TO SEEP INTO ME 
BUT I NEED ANSWERS- 
BEFORE I LET THE COSTUME 
TAKE ME OVER. 


IT TAKES 
EVERYTHING 1 
HAVE TRYING 
TO HOLD IT 
BACK. OTHER- 
WISE IT WOULD 
SIMPLY RIP THIS 
GUY APART. 





















LIKE SARA 


1 NEED TO GRAB ON TO SOME 
THING BESIDES THE PAIN . 


NOT THE OTHER 
THINGS * 


SHE'S THE ONLY ONE THAT'S 
THERE FOR ME, THAT I CAN 
COUNT ON. EVERYONE ELSE 
HAS AN AGENDA Of THEIR 
OWN. SO WHY DO I KEEP 
HURVNG HER? ALL SHE 
WANT'S IS FOR ME TO FIND 
MY PAST AND TO BE HAPPY. 


TO ENJOY LIFE AND STOP 
WORRYING. WHY CAN'T I DO 
THAT?/ WHY CANT I JUST 
KEEP THE EVIL INSIDE, INSTEAD 
OF HAVING HER FEEL IT? 

1 SHOULD HAVE NEVER TAKEN 
HER INTO THE SHADOWS. 


WHAT WAS I THINKING ? 
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JUST SARA, 
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SOMETHING AS PURE 
ASHER CAN'T TOUCH 
THE DARKNESS. 


ITLL CHANGE HER 
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WE HAVE NEW INFORMATION ON EVENTS THAT CAUSED 
FOUR SQUARE BLOCKS OF NEW YORK CITY TO COLLAPSE IN ON 
THEMSELVES EARLIER TODAY* INITIAL RUMORS OF A TERRORIST ATTACK 
ON THE CITY CAUSED PANIC AND SOME ISOLATED CASES OF RIOTING, 
POLICE WERE QUICK TO RESPOND- AND HAVE DETAINED A 

HANDFUL OF SUSPECTS. 
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ll WAS QUICKLY DETERMINED IN FACT THAT THE SITE- 
A RUNDOWN NEIGHBORHOOD OF ABANDONED WAREHOUSES 
AND TENEMENTS KNOWN LOCALLY AS "RAT CITY"" WAS FELLED BY 
THE COLLAPSE OF AN OLD, FORGOTTEN GAS UNE* ORIGINALLY, IT 
WAS THOUGHT THAT A MILD EARTHQUAKE MAY HAVE PLAYED A 
PART IN THE COLLAPSE, BUT INFORMATION NOW POINTS 
STRONGLY TO THE CRUMBLING PIPELINE. 

WE'LL REPORT FURTHER INFORMATION 
AS IT BECOMES AVAILABLE, 

ALSO IN NEW YORK CITY, JIM DOWNING- THE MYSTERIOUS 
FAITH HEALER/ HAS CALLED ANOTHER PRESS CONFERENCE, 
SPECULATION HAS IT THAT HE WILL OFFICIALLY CONFIRM THE 
NAME AND INTENT OF THE FOUNDATION HE'D PREVIOUSLY 
SAID HE WAS PUTTING TOGETHER* 


MIRACLE WORKER JIM DOWNING IS SCHEDULED TO 
TAKE THE STAGE THIS AFTERNOON- IN YET ANOTHER PRESS 
CONFERENCE. WHETHER BY ACCIDENT OR DESIGN, HE'S KEPT TO 
HIMSELF FOR JUST LONG ENOUGH THAT THE BUZZ ABOUT HIS 
POSSIBLE DIVINITY HAS DIED DOWN. 

SOMEWHAT. 


FOLLOWING HIS ANNOUNCEMENT LAST WEEK, 

AN ALMOST CAMPAIGN' STYLE HINT AT HIS BROAD INTENTIONS 
TO FORM A CHARITABLE FOUNDATION, ITS REASONABLE TO 
SPECULATE THAT DOWNING NOW INTENDS TO LAY OUT SOME 
SPECIFICS. HOW SPECIFIC CAN HE BE, THOUGH? HE'S IMPLYING 
THAT HE INTENDS TO TRADE IN MIRACLES-- AND MIRACLES 
ARE AWFULLY HARD TO PIN DOWN. 


here treat ws YET ANOTHER PRESS CONFERENCE 
FOR THIS SELF -INVOLVED FREELOADER, THERE ARE BIGGER THINGS 
TO FOCUS ON THAN ANOTHER IN THE LONG LINE OF SEEMINGLY 
ENDLESS AND INCREASINGLY TIRESOME PRESS CONFERENCES THAT 
JIM DOWNING SEEMS TO LOVE TO THROW FOR HIMSELF. NO IDEN- 
TITY! NO BACKGROUND! HOW ARE WE SUPPOSED TO PUT OUR 
TRUST IN THIS GUY?' HOW MANY TIMES WILL WE BE FORCED TO 
LISTEN TO PEOPLE TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THE SYSTEM? AS FAR AS 
I'M CONCERNED- ITS JUST ONE MORE NON-PROFIT LOOKING FOR 
TAX EXEMPTION TO ESSENTIALLY STEAL FROM OUR GOVERNMENT. 

AS IF WE DID NT HAVE ENOUGH GOVERMENT ASSISTANCE BEING 
HANDED OUT AFTER THE LATEST BUILDING COLLAPSES IN THE CITY? 
ONE MORE PRESS CONFERENCE IS JUST WHAT THIS TOWN NEEDS/ 


THERE'S NO DENYING H(S APPEAL TO THIS CITY'S IMAGINATION. 
AFTER HEALING A MEMBER OF THE PAPARAZZI- HE FOLLOWED THE 
AGE-OLD ADMONITION AND ALSO HEALED HIMSELF. THE MAN 
CONTINUES TO HOLD OUR ATTENTION- AND HE'S A BIG ENOUGH 
PLAYER THAT HE'S BEING ALLOWED TO SET THE PACE. THE NETWORK 
ATTENTION HE'S BEEN GRANTED FOR THIS AFTERNOON S 
FESTIVITIES TELLS US THAT HE'S NOT GOING TO DRIFT AWAY. 
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why/vw j so w% 

NERVOUS? IT'S NOT LIKE I | 
fMVETVTSEEN PO//VG TH/S 
FOR me PAST FEW WEEKS. 



TV CAMERA S< PRESS 
CONFERENCES. I THINK 
I'M ACTUALLY GETTING 
PRETTY GOOD WITH 
BOTH OF THEM. 


THEN WHY WON'T THE 
BUTTERFLIES GO AWAY IN 
MY STOMACH? I'M ACTING 
LIKE A SCHOOL KID . 


OR MAYBE I KNOW THAT 
IF THIS PLAN DOESN'T 
WORK- I'LL NEVER BE 
ABL E TO PROTECT SARA 
OR MARC \ THEY'LL ALWAYS 
BE IN THE LINE OF FIRE 
BECAUSE OF ME. 


SO THEIR ONLY CHANCE OF NOT 
BECOMING TARGETS- OR NOT 
GETTING HURT- IS IF I HIDE 
EVERYTHING AWAY FROM THEM . 


IT'S THE ONLY WAY 















SO NOW 
I NEED TO 
MAKE THIS 
RIGHT. 


BUT SARA'S GOING 
TO BE A HUGE TASK 
SINCE SHE'S ALREADY 
SEEN WHAT I CAN DO* 
I SAW THE FEAR ON 
HER FACE WHEN SHE 
CAME OUT OF THE 
SHADOWS WITH ME.* 


WHAT THE HELL WAS GOING 
THROUGH MY BRAIN? OF COURSE 
SHE'D BE TRAUMATIZED - WHO 
WOULDN'T BE? WHAT WAS I 
THINKING? 


*5ee Issue #204-- Todd 


BECAUSE IF I'VE BETRAYED 
BOTH HEAVEN AND HELL - 
LIKE MALEBOLGIA SAID ^ 
























FIRST OFF, I'D 
LIKE TO THANK ALL OF 
f YOU FOR COMING OUT AGAIN T 
TODAY. AS I MENTIONED IN 
MY FIRST PRESS CONFERENCE- I 
WAS IN THE PROCESS OF STARTING 
A CHARITABLE FOUNDATION! 

THAT WOULD HELP RAISE 
AWARENESS OF THOSE SUFFERING 
l FROM DEBILITATING 

k DISEASES AND OTHER A \ 

health issues, 


r 1 ALSO SAID 

THAT I'D UNDERGO ^ 
A BATTERY OF TESTING 
TO CONCLUDE WHETHER 
I COULD USE MY HEALING' 
POWERS ON ANY OF THE 
UNFORTUNATE INDIVIDUALS 
PRELIMINARY TESTS ARE 
UNDERWAY, AND MORE 
EXTENSIVE VERSIONS OF 
EACH OF THOSE TESTS 
* WILL BE CONDUCTED J 
^ LATER THIS WEEK. S 


X BUT THAT ISNT X 
7 WHY I'M HERE TODAY. > 
INSTEAD, IT IS WITH 
GREAT PRIDE THAT I OF FT 
□ALLY ANNOUNCE THE 
OPENING OF THE 
RESTORE RESTRUCTURE 
V AND RESURRECT j 

X foundation: X 


W AND BEFORE ^ 
w ANY OF YOU ASK” 1 
THE ANSWER IS 
"NO." THE NAME OF 
THE FOUNDATION 
ISNT BASED ON ANY 
POWERS I MAY 
. OR MAY NOT j 
V HAVE. y d 


ITr INSTEAD, 

r IMPLIES OUR GOAL ' 
IN HELPING OUT NOT ONLY 
PEOPLE, BUT ALSO THEIR 
COMMUNITIES AND j 
k, NEIGHBORHOODS. A 


...1 CAN 
ONLY IMAGINE 
WHAT THEYRE 
CAPABLE OF 
SENDING MY 
WAY ; 


clik 


clik 


clik 






AS MOST 

OF YOU PROBABLY 
r SAW THE OTHER DAY, I 1 
WAS SHOT BY AN ASSAILANT 
AT A TV STATION. AND AS 
MOST OF YOU ALSO SAW" I 
SOMEHOW SURVIVED THE 
ORDEAL. BUT FOR A BRIEF 
MOMENT AS X LAY THERE ON 
THE GROUND, A THOUGHT 
L CROSSED MY MIND" / 
^ 11 WHAT DO I CARE 

ABOUT?" 


W THIS IS THE FIRST 
STEP IN OUR FOUNDATION 
IMPLEMENTING THE GOAL TO 
'RESTORE, RESTRUCTURE AND 
RESURRECT. NOW, IF ANYONE 
HAS QUESTIONS, TO BE 
MORE THAN HAPPY TO 
ANSWER THEM. ^ 


F WHAT 
IS IT THAT 
I'M MOST 
AFRAID OF 
LOSING IF I 
DIE RIGHT 
HERE? 


W MY ANSWER ^ 
r WAS SIMPLE- THE 1 
PEOPLE AROUND ME. 
BUT I ALSO THOUGHT 
THAT IT WAS THE 
ENVIRONMENT THOSE 
PEOPLE LIVED IN THAT 
MADE THEM SO 
l SPECIAL AND A 

^ strong. ^ 


WITHOUT A 
SAFE AND CON- ^ 
W STRUCT1VE ENVIRON- ^ 
' MEN!/ NONE OF THEM 1 
MIGHT HAVE TURNED INTO 
THE PEOPLE THEY ARE 
TODAY. SO, THE FIRST ACT 
OF MY NEW FOUNDATION IS 
TO PURCHASE THE RECENTLY 
DESTROYED BLOCK OF 
ABANDONED BUILDINGS 
AND ALLEYWAYS... THE AREA 
SOMETIMES CALLED 
’RAT CITY'" AND REBUILD i 
L IT INTO A VIBRANT, A 
^ PROSPEROUS A 
COMMUNITY, ^ 


r INTERESTING ^ 
MOVE, DOWNING. 
BUT WAIT UNTIL YOU 
HEAR ABOUT MY 
. RESURRECTION. . 














APPROVED 

BY THE 

IMAGE 

COMICS 


AUTHORITY 


r THOUGH 1 
THE WORLD 
MAY CLAMOR 
FOR THE 
HEALING 
POWER 
OF JIM . 
L DOWNING... * 


...IT WILL 
SOON 
COWER 
AT THE 
FEARSOME 
IMAGE OF 
SPAWN! 



















TAAV& TAB TAfNS YOU Wild. 
NBYBR UNPBRBlANP. ONCB 
YOU'VB BBBN CAQ&m„, fT£ 
TOO LATE TO TURN BACK. 


TOO LATB TO BYBR RBGAIN TAB 
AUMANOY YOU ONCB AAP 


BBCAU6B WABN SOP CRB AT BP 
MAN AB SAVE AIM TAB CAPACITY 
OF 3iN ANP WtTA TAATCAMB AN 
OPBNINS FOR U3 TO CORRUPT 
MI& PB&GN FLAM I 


SOP MAPB TAB 
FATAL MIBTAKB OF 
MAKING Al$ NBW 
CRBATION6 

1MPBRFBCT/ 















6>0 THEY All 9ECAME 
APPfCTEP TO IT 


$OON THE? PEVEUOPEP 
A PE3IRE FOR TtffiR 
&N&. ANP A$ VMS WENT 
0K TAO^E P£&fR£& 
TURNEP TO A PARK 
CRAVING. A LUEZ 


THAT** WHEN 

m came- 
when we 

POUREP 

over rum, 


UNTIL EACH ANP EVERY ONE 
OF THEM TIGHTLY CLUNG TO 
me ONE TUING GOP MEANT 
TO ELIMINATE. THE COLP t PARK 

EMBRACE OF... eviu 















ANV A& MUCH A£> YOU 
M 10HT TRY TO BREAK THAT 
LINK, THE THAT 
WILL AVWAY6 BE TRUE 
FOR YOU HUMANB 
& THAT, WHEN YOU'RE 
BEINS CONBUMEP BY 
YOUR APPICVON,,. 


•* 


...you'Re rue 

la&t om TO 


. it 


ru IX JIM >f ll'f-'T 

r sf Amiri. 
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ANP FOR YOU, JIM 
POWNINO, THAT a 
WHERE % COME IN, 
THAT PAIN YOU FEEL 

inbipe- ta me- 

YOUR COarUME . 






















AS AN APPICT, YOU WILL NEVER At? MIT THAT 
THERES EVEN A PROBLEM - OR THAT YOU 
ARE HARMING YOURSELF ANP OTHERS. 
INSTEAD YOUU PENY THE VERY EXISTENCE 
OF THAT WHICH IS PESTROYtNG YOU . 


CUNGING FOOLISHLY TO THE 
LINK' YOU MIGHT HOLE WITH 
HEAVEN. TRYING TO RATIONALIZE 
THAT WHATEVER IS HAPPENING TO 
YOU WON T TOUCH YOUR SOUL. 


ear thavs the 

MOMENT IT HAPPENS 


ANP THAVS WHEN WE COMPLETE 
YOUR TRANSFORMATION. 
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WHEN IT ALL BECOME6 

PERMANENT/ 


BECAUSE IF YOU PON T 

beueve m taking over your 
bow -or thatx even cxm- 

THEN EVERYTHING YOU VO, 
EVERY ACTION YOU TAKE 
M U6T m YOUR OWN. 


ANl 7 IF YOU ACCEPT THAT THEN 
NO MATTER WHAT YOUR 60UL 
TRYING TO 6CREAM ABOUT- 
THERE CAN ONLY BE ONE 
REASON WHY ANY OF 1HI6 16 
HAPPENING TO YOU. 
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|V THAT'S THE X 
/ LAST CONTRACT \ 
YOU NEED TO SIGN, 1 
MR. DOWNING. I'LL 
MAKE SURE EVERYONE 
RECEIVES A PROPER 
COPY AND WE'LL 
FILE THEM WITH 
THE GOVERNMENT , 
V FIRST THING / 

- V TOMORROW, V 7 


^ HAVE D.N.A. 

AND BLOOD 
SAMPLES BEEN 
. SENT OUT? , 


r BECAUSE 1 
LEADENS TWO 
UVES IS 
GRINDING ME 
, DOWN. . 


X YOUR X 
f FOUNDATION \ 
[$ OFFICIALLY UP 
AND RUNNING. 
ALSO, THE TITLES 
TO THE REAL 
ESTATE. YOU JUST 
PURCHASED WILL 
BE IN YOUR 
, HANDS IN THE y 
\ MORNING, / 


X YEAH. X 
LABS SAID 
THEY'D RUSH THE 
V RESULTS. V 


^ WHAT > 
ABOUT THE 
BIOPSY AND 
MOLECULAR 
v TESTS? > 


I CAN'T 
KEEP UP 
THIS PACE 


THOSE 

ARE 

COMING 
. TOO, 


2 Days Ago 





Yesterday 



OF COURSE 

r WE D 6E INTERESTED < 
IN MAKING A CONTRIBUTION 
TO YOUR FOUNDATION, JIM. 
EVERYONE HERE AT THE BANK 
HAS BEEN FOLLOWING YOU 
ON T-V. AND JN THE PAPERS 

V WITH KEEN INTEREST. y 

V MYSELF INCLUDED, 


f 'me > 

PROJECT*. 
y0U-R£60IN6 
TOTfLL m 
evzKYMm 

YOU KNOW 

V ABOUT IT. J 


/ YOU'RE ^ 
RIGHT, I'M 
JUST... I STILL 
NEED SOME 
TIME TO GET 
USE TO ALL . 
L THIS. A 


JUST KEEP < 
WALKING, JIM rr+ AND 
SEE IF YOU CANT SMILE 
A LITTLE. PEOPLE LOVE 
TO READ ABOUT HAPPY 
L CELEBRITIES. Y 


GODDAMMIT.' 
WE DON'T KNOW 
NOTHING ABOUT 
. THE PRO JECT / 


ehoKeJ 


r THEY 
WOULDN'T 
TELL US ANY- 
l THING. 









I NEED 
YOU, 
SARA. 


THAT'S 
NOT MY 
NAME. 


NOPE 


r DEFINITELY ^ 
CANT KEEP 
UP THAT 
PACE. CANT 
EVEN TELL 
WHAT'S REAL 
AND WHAT'S 
V NOT.. v 




THAT... ISN'T 
MY NAME. „ 


W IT'S 
THOSE 

DAMN FILES.* 
THEY'VE GOT 
ME CHASING 
MY OWN . 
L. TAIL. A 


BUT X KNOW 
THEY HAVE TO 
HOLD SOME 
ANSWERS, j 




f WHAT? 

MTYOU JUST £ 

* 


7 CALLED ME 







Sauhtrn 


■oi vm 


f I JUST \ 
HAVE TO 1 
FIGURE OUT 
HOW TO 
UNLOCK . 
V THEM. A 




















r HOW TO ^ 
CONNECT 
ALL THESE 
EVENTS AND 
l PEOPLE, a 


r BECAUSE i 
SOMEHOW 
IT ALL 

LEADS BACK 
v TO ME. V 







r just ^ 

f WANTED TO 1 
KNOW WHY YOU 
HAVEN'T BEEN 
KEEPING ME 
t IN THE LOOP j 

v on„. y 


WHAT'S W 
UR i 
MARC? M 


WHOA/ 


r THIS IS \ 

Nice* you ■ 

SAID RAMUS 
HOOKED YOU 
UP WITH AN 
APART- , 
k ME NT... / 


r HEY, JIM/ > 
YOU IN THERE?/ 
I NEED TO SHOW 
YOU SOME- 
_ THING/ J 


f C'MON, A 
FUDE-- 
ANSWER. I 
KNOW YOU'RE 
, HOME . j 


* SOME 
COFFEE, 
IF YOU 
HAVE ANY. 
. THANKS. 


YOU A 
WANT 
SOME- 
THING TO 
t DRINK? a 


YOU 

r COULDN'T ™ 
HAVE CALLED ME“ 
ESPECIALLY THIS 
EARLY? WHAT'S SO 
V IMPORTANT? y 


BUT LOOK AT ^ ^ 

THIS PLACE/ IT'S 

AWE- 

I SOME. 




V 
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WHAT DO YOU ^ 
MEAN WHAT IS ll? r r 
ITS A CALENDAR/ AND 
THAT'S JUST THE TIP OF 
THE ICEBERG. YOU 
SHOULD HAVE SEEN ALL 
THE OTHER CRAP THEY 
V WERE SELLING 


LOOK, I ^ 
f UNDERSTAND 
YOU DON'T WANT TO 
RUN EVERYTHING BY IWE 
THATS FINE" BUT THE 
LICENSING STUFF 
SHOULD... > 


WHAT 
IS IT? 


WHERE'D 

YOU 

GET THIS? 


r YEP. 
THAT'S 
WHAT I 
. SAID. 


r i HAD ^ 
NOTHING 
TO DO WITH 
k THIS ! A 


r NOW ^ 
SHOW IVlE 
WHERE 
YOU GOT 
. THIS/ ^ 


r HATS. 

POSTERS. 1 
T-SHIRTS. YOU 
NAME IT... 
l THEY'VE GOT, 

it: Z 


l ImM" V J 

S IW. 
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X I'M SORRY, ^ 
MR. DOWNING... 
BUT HE'S BUSY NOW. 
WOULD YOU LIKE TO 
SCHEDULE FOR 
V TOMORROW? A 


r I'M SORRY, 

MR r RAMUS . T NO 
SHOULD I CALL ) NO 
. SECUR /TY?jr THAT "S 


SO, JIM-- WHAT'S 
ON YOUR MIND? 


I NEED YOU 1 

W AND YOUR STAFF OF ' 

LAWYERS TO SEND OUT \ 
A 'CEASE AND DESIST^ TO I 
THIS STORE'S OWNER. THEY'RE 1 
MAKING A BUNCH OF 1 
. BOOTLEG, UNAUTHORIZED 
^ STUFF WITH MY IMAGE A 

ON IT. 

HOW ' 
V MUCH 

1 PRODUCT 

^ i l'HLRL.7 


I WAS ^N. 
FACTUALLY EXPECTING^ 
MR. DOWNING TO 
MAKE AN APPEARANCE 
SOME TIME TODAY, 
PLEASE CANCEL MY 
. APPOINTMENTS FOR 
k. THE NEXT HOUR. A 


Y I DO NT ^ 
KNOW-- TEN, 
MAYBE FIFTEEN 
ITEMS. EVERY- 
THING FROM 
CUPS TO 
BUMPER 
k STICKERS. A 


THAT'S 

GOOD. 


r GOOD?/ 1 
WHATRE 
YOU TALKING 
ABOUT? WE 
NEED TO 
MAKE THEM 
L STOP. A 


r NOW ^ 
WHY 

WOULD I 
WANT TO 
DO 

t THAT... , 


WHEN I'M ^ 
THE ONE 

MANUFACTURING 
^ IT ALL? A 


iiti i— Tin 


r I'M 1 
HERE. 1 

Ml TY'T'. 

• 4 H 1 L 
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I'LL SEE 
. HIM 
LNOW/j 
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A. 
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W OH, COME NOW-* DON'T 
LOOK SO STUNNED. SURELY YOU 
DIDN'T EXPECT ME TO JUST FUND YOUR 
FOUNDATION'S ENDEAVORS WITHOUT 
HAVING SOME CONTROL OVER YOU... , 
^ OR YOUR IMAGE. 


JT WAS ALL RIGHT 

r THERE IN THE CONTRACT-- ^ 
IF YOU'D JUST TAKEN TIME TO READ 
IT. INSTEAD YOU WANTED TO SLACK- 
MAIL ME INTO FUNDING YOUR CHARITY, 
SO... TURNABOUT IS FAIR PLAY. YOU 
l GET YOUR POUND OF FLESH j 
BY EXTRACTING CASH. 


WHILE 1 GET ^^B 
MINE BY HAVING ALL ^ 
LEGAL RIGHTS TO YOUR PERSONA 
AND THE PRODUCTION OF EVERY- 
THING YOU SAW IN THAT STORE-- 
OF WHICH I OWN- IS JUST 
L GETTING RAMPED UR -A 


I’LL 

SUE 

YOU/ 


YOU CAN TRY, 
THOUGH I DOUBT ^ 
f YOU'D WIN. PLUS, IT 1 
WOULDN'T LOOK SO GOOD 
TO THE PUBLIC IF YOU WERE 
TO SUE THE PERSON WHO 
IS SO WILLING TO HELP 
YOU ASSIST THOSE LESS 
L FORTUNATE THAN A 
OURSELVES. 


HOW MANY PEOPLE ^^B 
HAVE ALREADY SENT IN THEIR ^ 
APPLICATION FOR CONSIDERATION B 
OF YOU BESTOWING YOUR POWERS ■ 
ON THEM? I THINK I HEARD ITWASy^B 
^ A BOUT NINE THOUSAND? 

'Ilii&innaEift TW E L V E 


TWELVE THOUSAND/ 

W WOWJ YOU MUST BE VERY ^ 
PROUD OF THAT, ESPECIALLY SINCE 1 
YOU HAVEN'T GOTTEN MEDICAL 
CLEARANCE TO EVEN BEGIN YOUR 
PROCESS YET. STILL... WE COULD 
START DOING WORK AT THE BUILDING 
SITE YOU RECENTLY PURCHASED, 

, THAT'S iF.„ YOU'D LIKE ME TO STILL , 
* BE YOUR PARTNER AND CUT A 
— YOU ANOTHER CHECK ^^B 


^ YOU DON'T ^ 
NEED TO ANSWER 
ME NOW, THINK 
ABOUT IT AND GET 
. BACK TO ME. j 


Oh... ONE LAST 

r THING- 1 HEARD YOU ^ 
MADE AN IMPROMPTU TRIP 
TO ARGENTINA AND GOT YOUR 
HANDS ON SOME FILES. I'M 
GLAD YOU'VE BEEN KEEPING 
l YOURSELF BUSY, IT'S GOOD a 
FOR THE SOUL. 





Rat City, Hours Later 



NEED 

TO 

CLEAR 

MV 

HEAD. 
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r SORRY , 1 
DIDN'T 
MEAN TO 
STARTLE 
* YOU, J 


r WHO ^ 
THE HELL 
ARE 

YOU ?! , 


EASY, BUD/ 

r I'M NOT LOOKING ^ 

FOR TROUBLE. I » 

JUST... I'VE COME A ■ 

LONG WAY TO SEE YOU A 

IF YOU COULD GIVE ME ■ 

A COUPLE MINUTES, 

L I'LL EXPLAIN WHY /I ALREADY 
I'M HERE. y KNOW 

WHY YOU'RE 

m, HERE/ . 


* Chock out the last 
dozen issues -- Todd 
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r I'M NOT ^ 
HEALING 
YOU OR ANY 
OF YOUR 
LOVED ONES 
t TODAY, j 


AND THE 
ANSWER IS 
NO/ , 


unh? 


^ BUD, ^ 
YOU'VE GOT IT 
WRONG. I THINK 
I GAN HELP YOU... 
ACTUALLY I THINK 
WE CAN HELP 
L EACH OTHER. A 


Wr i just left 

W SOMEONE THAT'S ^ 
SUPPOSEDLY HELPING 
ME. INSTEAD HE'S SCREWING 
ME/ JUST LIKE EVERYONE 
ELSE THAT SAYS THEY'RE 
TRYING TO HELP! SO GET 
OUT OP HERE/ I'M NOT IN 
^ THE MOOD FOR YOUR A 

bullshit; 


potmt 


r you \ 

DON'T 
REMEMBER 
ME, DO 
V YOU? A 


THEN ^ 
MAYBE 
THIS WILL 
HELP,,. , 







w OR HAVE YOU ^ 

BLOCKED OUT HOW YOU AND 
THE PROJECT' TURNED ME INTO. 
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^ LIKE I SAID-^ 
I REALLY CANT 
CONTROL WHAT 
I'M DOING ALL 
^ THE TIME, a 


r YOU SURE ■ 
YOU STILL 
WANT TO DO 
^ THIS? a 


r SO STOP ^ 
PRETENDING 
YOU Give A 
SHIT ABOUT 
ME AND GET 
THIS OVER 
WITH, a 


W* BUT I ^ 
r DONT HAVE ANY 
CHOICE. BECAUSE IF 
I HAVE TO LIVE LIKE 
THIS MUCH LONGER- 
l I'D RATHER BE 

DEAD- ^ 


GET PREPARED - 
BECAUSE THIS 
MIGHT HURT A 
k. LITTLE. ^ 
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THAT'S 
IT. WE RE 
DONE. 


Pid ... da 
you think 
■t worked? 


^ DON'T ^ 
KNOW, TRY AND 
TRANSFORM 
^ AGAIN. _ 


I DON'T 
FEEL ANY 
THING. 


THEN TRY 
HARDER ! 


MNeH; 


NOTHING'S 

HAPPENING/ 


r YOU 
THINK I'M 
ACTUALLY 
L CURED? 






CHRIST/ 1 
WHAT THE 

HELL IS 
WRONG 
WITH 
YOU?! A 


■vjS p 









R :mon7^ 

ONT BE 
SENSITIVE. 
I JUST 
EDED TO 


NO 


BY 


GETTING YOUR 
ADRENALINE 
GOING... AND 
YOU STILL 
DIDN'T CHANGE 
THAT'S A 
L GOOD SIGN. . 






r SO T I'LL NEVER ^ 

THAT'S TRANSFORM J I DON'T KNOW ^ 
IT? A AGAIN? y THAT, BUT IT LOOKS 

g LIKE TREMOR' IS 

^ % GONL - A" LEAST 
FOR NOW. ^ 


as i told you, 

r THE ONLY REASON I DID ^ 
THIS IS BECAUSE YOU MADE ME 
REMEMBER SOMETHING, AND IT 
WASN'T YOU- IT WAS THE BEAST' 
I DON'T KNOW YOU -, BUT WHEN 
YOU TURNED INTO TREMOR IT 
► TRIGGERED SOMETHING, ^ 


YOU AND 

Y TREMOR ARE A PIECE ^ 
OF MY PAST- -A PIECE OF 
THIS CONVOLUTED PUZZLE 
IN MY BRAIN. AND NOW 
THAT I'VE TAKEN AWAY THE 
THREAT OF YOU TURNING 
ON ME- IT'S TIME YOU 
L HELD UP YOUR END OF A 
THE BARGAIN, 


^I'M NOT ~ 
CONCERNED 
ABOUT 
l THAT. A 


r BUT FIRST 
THERE 5 SOME- 
THING 1 WANT 
. YOU TO SEE. . 


r ABOUT US ^ 
BOTH BEING 
PATIENTS AT THE 
SAME FACILITY. 

\ SO, WHEN DID 
I THEY GET THEIR 
HOOKS INTO 
YOU? 1 WAS 
L PATIENT 33. A 


W THEN MY ^ 

instincts ^ 

WERE 

DOESN'T \ RIGHT /ABOUT 
MATTER. I WHAT? 


r THIS IS ^ 
INCREDIBLE. 
ROW'D YOU 
GET ALL 
^ THIS? a 


I THINK 
I'M 47, 


WHOA ' : DIDN'T 
r THINK THEY WENT THAT ^ 

HIGH. THAT MEANS THOSE M 
BASTARDS EXPERIMENTED ■ 

ON ANOTHER FOURTEEN \ 

AFTER ME? I DIDN'T THINK M 
THE PROJECT LASTED M 
l THAT LONG BEFORE IT 
^ WENT BELLY UP. DO ^ 

■ YOU KNOW 

Eg IF THERE 
WERE ANY 
\ MORE AFTER 
YOU? 

■te l no r- — 


BUT I DON'T^ 
THINK I WAS 
JUST A PATIENT. 

SOMEHOW I 
FEEL LIKE... LIKE I 
HAD SOME KIND 
, OF AUTHORITY . 
K THERE, y 


Moments 

Later, 
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I HEARD THEY 

USED EMPLOYEES 1 
AUTHORITY? FROM TIME TO TIME 
FOR THEIR SHIT- BUT 
WL yjflEi FOR WHAT IT'S WORTH 
fcBsEWft. I never saw you 
I L WHILE THEY HAD A 
KtjSk. ME THERE. 


WANT THE Vy^THlS IS 
TOP DOG- Y SICK BASTARD ^ 
THIS IS THAT STARTED AND 
A HIM! THEN OVERSAW THE 
rr ^TTTr rW PROJECT. ' HE SELECTED 
SJ HIS VICTIMS AND HAND 
PICKED EVERY DOCTOR 

B SS THAT WORKED for him. 
a SO YOU WANT 

iq ANSWERS? START WITH 
SI HIM. though, LAST I 
a. HEARD HE WENT CRAZY 
AND DISAPPEARED J 
WITHOUT A Jz 
TRACE. 


^ DIRECTOR ^ 
KRAMER, DONT ASK ME 
WHAT HIS FIRST NAME 
WAS BECAUSE NO ONE 
CALLED HIM ANYTHING 
OTHER THAN DIRECTOR 
KRAMER. EVER! 


V I KNOW ^ 
YOU'VE GOT A 1 
LOT OF PICTURES 
UP HERE- BUT 
COME TAKE A 
LOOK. DONT YOU 
RECOGNIZE j 
tow HIM? 1 


W I HOPE 
r THAT'S NOT 

TRUE BECAUSE AND I 
THATD MAKE f INTEND ON 1 
YOU PARTIALLY KILLING 
RESPONSI BLE EVERYONE 
FOR WHAT WHO WAS 
l HAPPENED A CONNECTED TO 
k TO ME. ^ THE TORTURE 

THEY PUT i 
1 ■ \ ■ A 1 ml S. THRO U G H . / 


W I'M NOT ^ 
r TALKING ABOUT 
AN EMPLOYEE. I'M 
SAYING I THINK I 
HAD A HAND IN 
THE CORPORATE 
OPERATIONS AT A 
L HIGH LEVEL. A 


<tUn Oc*an 
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T ARE ^ 
THERE MORE 
PICTURES OF 
. HIM? j 


r HERE'S A ^ 
COUPLE NEWS 
ARTICLES WITH 
SMALL PHOTOS 
WHY? WHAT'S 
k. UP? 


I KNOW ^ 
THIS IS GOING TO 
SOUND CRAZY,,. BUT, 
I THINK I r M THIS GUY 
THIS DIRECTOR 
KRAMER, 


r 1VE HAD > 
THESE FLASHES" 
MEMORIES- 
THAT I WAS THERE 
THAT 1 STOOD 
THERE WATCHING 
OVER THESE 
L. EXPERIMENTS, v 




W yr AND IF THAT'S X 
Y TRUE AND if I'M \ 
NOT HIM, I'M SOMEONE 
VERY CLOSE TO HIM, BUT 
IF I WAS HIM-rHBN 
HOW- WHY DON'T I LOOK 
LIKE HIM? THAT'S WHERE 
I GO CRAZY, THINKING 
I MIGHT BE SOMEONE 
k WHO OBVIOUSLY / 
ISN'T ME, 


W^.m 







ARE 


YOU 


KIDDING? THAT S 
WHAT THEY DID 
THERE. j 


THEY DISSECTED ^ 
r AND DESTROYED 
ALL REMNANTS OF 
WHO WE WERE. NONE 
OF THEIR 'EXPERIMENTS' 
WERE SUPPOSED TO BE 
RECOGNIZABLE WHEN 
THEY WERE DONE, 

^ DON'T YOU GET A 
THAT?' ^ 




THEY CHANGED 
EVERYTHING-- BUT ^ 
INSTEAD OF BEING SATISFIED ■ 
WITH ALTERING MY HUMAN I 
APPEARANCE-- THEY KEPT A 
^ PUSHING IT 
Y AND ^ 

push 


THEY WHERE ^ , 
HOPING TO CREATE J 
" SOME KIND OF 'SUPER- 1 
HUMAN f BUT ALL THEY 
KEPT MAKING WERE 
'FRAN KEN STEINS,' AND AS 
EACH EXPERIMENT FAILED 
THE NEXT OPERATIONS 
BECAME EVEN MORE 
RADICAL. THERE WERE EVEN 
A FEW DOCTORS THAT WE 
HEARD HAD TIES TO j 
L HITLER'S ORIGINAL A 
DEATH CAMPS. 


THAT WAS THEIR 

W BLUEPRINT/ THE GOD’ ^ 
r DAMN NAZI EXPERIMENTS OF 1 
THE FORTIES/ ONLY THIS TIME 
THEY HAD MODERN MEDICINE 
AND TECHNOLOGY ON THEIR 
SIDE, DO YOU KNOW THE DEPTHS 
WITH WHICH MODERN SCIENCE 
ALLOWS THE DEPRAVED TO j 
^ ANNIHILATE ANOTHER A 
HUMAN BEING? 


SO CHANGING 
r YOUR LOOKS? THAT 
WAS EASY FOR THEM. 
YOUR QUESTION SHOULD 
k BE MUCH BIGGER . 
fcX. THAN THAT,.. 
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KRAMER “ WHO 1 
LORDED OVER EVERY 
ASPECT OF THOSE 
IABS“ THEN WHO HAD 
ENOUGH POWER TO 
ORDER YOU TO 
L BECOME ONE OF A 
N THE PATIENTS? 


W" SO- \ 
r SURELY \ 
YOU MUST 
HAVE SOME 
RECOLLECTION 
OF WHAT THEY 
\ DID TO A 
>V YOU? ^ 


AND MORE 
~ IMPORTANTLY, ' 
WHY AREN'T YOU 
DEAD ALREADY 
IF YOU HAD SUCH 
HIGH POWERED 
ENEMIES OUT 
V TO DESTROY A 

\ you? y* 


BECAUSE ^ 
THEY DIDN'T 
EXPERIMENT 
ON PEOPLE 
THEY LIKED,, 









NO. 1 
DON'T. 


r BUT I (VI ^ 
r CURIOUS**. IF 1 
I'M THE GUY THAT 
SELECTED YOU TO 
BE TORTURED AND 
MADE YOUR LIFE A 
LIVING HELL- WHY 
ARE YOU STILL . 
L. HELPING ME? jk 


BECAUSE I DON 7 
W CARE WHO YOU ARE. I LL 
F DEAL WITH THAT LATER* AND ^ 
YOU'VE GOT IT WRONG-- I'M NOT 
HELPING YOU- YOU'RE HELPING 
ME, BECAUSE THE FIRST TIME 1 SAW 
YOU ON TV I KNEW WE WERE THE 
SAME. AND I KNEW THAT YOU 
L HAD A CHANCE OF GETTING A 
RID OF THE CREATURE 
IV INSIDE ME. 


r THAT WAS ^ 
MY ONLY GOAL. 
GOT IT?/ TO 
TAKE CARE OF 
^ mySELR j 







BUT I'M SMART 
r ENOUGH TO KNOW 1 
THAT IF YOU JUST CURED 
ME- YOU'RE THE ONE WtTH 
THE FIREPOWER IN THIS 
ROOM, AND I DON'T LIKE 
l MY ODDS IF YOU GET j 
r PISSED AT ME, 


SO.. .YOU 
WANT A FEW 


THIS GUY. 


THEY CALL HIM 
f THE AGENT.' HE USED ^ 
TO WORK AT THE LABS, 1 
BUT WHEN EVERYTHING 
WENT DYSFUNCTIONAL AND 
THE PLACE SHUT DOWN THIS 
GUY STARTED A ’GUN-FOR- 
HIRE' BUSINESS WITH SOME 
L OF THE REJECTS THEY A 
EXPERIMENTED ON. 


r THANKS, ^ 
RICHARD I'LL 
DO THAT. I'LL 
LOOK HIM 

UP... ^ 


^ MAYBE / 
HE'LL KNOW YU. 
WHO YOU I 
v ARE, jr. ^ 


BUT LET ME SEE IF I CAN 
NOW MAKE SOMETHING CLEAR TO 
YOU/ YOU'RE NOT GOING ANYWHERE 
UNLESS I SAY SO/ I'M NOT DONE WITH 
YOU YET" AND UNTIL I AM YOU ^ 
^ DON'T LEAVE MY SIGHT/ 


1 — 
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WHO OR WHAT 

1 YOU ARE-- THEN j 
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C.LA. Office, New York City* 



Mr PRELIMINARY 
r REPORTS INDICATE ^ 
THAT THE FACILITIES HIT LAST 
WEEK WERE ALL FORMER 
INSTALLATIONS THAT HOUSED 
EXPERIMENTAL LABS 
k USING UNAUTHORIZED A 
^ TECHNIQUES. 


we 

r CORROBORATED ~ 
ATTACKS INSIDE 
ARGENTINA, BOLIVIA 
NIGERIA AND 
^ CANADA. A 


V BUT OUR ^ 
CURRENT INTEL IS 
LIMITED SENCE NO 
SURVIVORS WERE 
FOUND AT ANY OF 
THE FOUR ATTACK 
SITES. A 


W THE ONLY ^B 
r REASON WE'VE ^ 
BEEN ABLE TO 1 
CONNECT THE FOUR 
IS BECAUSE THE 
SAME THINGS WERE 
MISSING AT EACH OF 
THEM- FILES TO A 
SECRET OPERATION 
l CALLED THE A 
X PROJECT.- JZ 


V OUR SATELLITE 
PHOTOS SHOW THAT 
DAMAGE WAS LIMITED TO 
THE SPECIFIC BUILDING- 
WHICH HELD THE FI LES — 
few EACH TIME. X 


k WEAPONS. ^B' 
f ARTILLERY. ^ 
r LAB EQUIPMENT. 1 
NONE OF THAT 
WAS TOUCHED. 
WHOEVER DID THIS 
KNEW EXACTLY 
l WHAT THEY WERE j 
k LOOKING A 
^ FOR. ^ 


















WE BELIEVE 

r THAT JIM DOWNING ' 
IS SOMEHOW TIED TO 
ALL THESE ATTACKS. OR 
AT THE VERY LEAST HAS 
. SOME PERIPHERAL A 
CONNECTION, 


^ WHAT'S ^ 
OUR MISSION 
w ON THIS? ^ 


I WAS 
GETTING 

TO 

THAT. 


THE GUY 
FROM THE 
NEWS? 


WHICH IS 

WHY WE'VE ALREADY 
ATTAINED ALL THE MEDICAL 
REPORTS FROM DOWNING'S 
CURRENT FLEET OF DOCTORS. 
THEY'RE TRYING TO ASCERTAIN 
WHETHER HIS POWERS CAN 
BE SAFELY USED ON OTHERS" 
AS HIS NEWLY FORMED 
FOUNDATION HOPES 
THEY CAN. 


YES IT S 

IN THE REPORTS I JUST 
HANDED ALL OF YOU. WE THINK 
THE SAME FACILITIES THAT 
CREATED OTHER 'SUPER HUMANS' 
MAY BE RESPONSIBLE FOR 
MR. DOWNING'S LATENT POWERS. 
WHICH WOULD MAKE HIS WHOLE 
MESStAH-THING' MUCH EASIER 
TO EXPLAIN. OUR GOAL IS TO 
PROVIDE THE EVIDENCE FOR 
THAT CONCLUSION. 


BUT UNTIL WE 
CAN CONCLUSIVELY 
DETERMINE THE ORIGIN 
OF HIS POWERS - OUR 
GOVERNMENT WANTS US 
TO MONITOR HIM AS A 
POSSIBLE DOMESTIC 

threat. 






■*?***■*■ 

* V ~ * * 


THE PROBLEM 
WE'VE HAD TO WORK 
AROUND SO FAR IS 
THE CONSTANT MEDIA 
ATTENTION THAT SEEMS TO 
SURROUND HIM. I CAN'T 
STRESS ENOUGH HOW 
IMPORTANT IT WILL BE TO 
NOT LET THE MEDIA 
CATCH. A GLIMPSE OF 
ANY OF YOU. 








UNFORTUNATELY, 

r OUR JOBS WILL BE THAT MUCH ^ 
MORE DIFFICULT SINCE WE HAVEN'T 
BEEN ABLE TO BUG H]5 APARTMENT 
OR GET ANY SURVEILLANCE INTO 
t THE APARTMENT BUILDING HE'S * 
^ STAYING IN, 


^ EXCUSE iWE, 
AGENT FITZGERALD,- BUT 
WHAT'S THE HANG UP 
^ THERE? j 


THE PROPERTY \ 
r IS OWNED BY THE v 

RAMUS CORPORATION, 
AND THE STRUCTURE 
SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN BUILT 
WITH SPIES LIKE US IN MIND, 
THE GOOD NEWS IS I HAVE A 
CONTACT FROM THE INSIDE 
k WHO I'M SLOWLY / 

WORKING ON. VI 


^ HE HASN'T ^ 
COMPLETELY COME 
ON BOARD- SO HI 
STICK WITH HIM UNTIL 
k. HE DOES, ^ 


IN THE MEANTIME 
IT APPEARS THIS COULD ^ 
BE A LONG, TOUGH CASE 
SO I'LL NEED YOU TO STAY 
VIGILANT. LET YOUR FAMILIES 
KNOW YOU'RE GOING TO 
l BE OCCUPIED ON THIS 

FOR A WHILE, ^ 


w AND IF 

YOU NEED ^ 
ANY ADDITIONAL 
MOTIVATION ™ 
WE'RE MISSING A FEW 
OF OUR OWN AGENTS 
FROM THOSE FOUR 
ATTACKS. THEIR 
WIVES AND CHILDREN 
L WILL BE NOTIFIED j 
^ LATER TODAY. ^ 


r THANK 
YOU, 

GENTLEMEN 
. BE SAFE. 
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THERE'S A 

r COUPLE CARS HERE ^ 
BUT THEY MIGHT JUST 
BE PARKED HERE FOR 
THAT BAR DOWN THE 
STREET. IT DOESN'T LOOK 
. UKE ANY LIGHTS ARE a 
^ ON INSIDE. ^ 


r WHAT 
DO YOU 
WANT 
US TO DO 

BOSS? 


^ STAY HERE ^ 
AND WATCH THE 
^ DOOR* j 


r I NEED TO ^ 
GRAB A FEW 
THINGS THEN VVE 
v ROLL AGAIN. , 


T anyone i 

COMES 
CLOSE TO 
HERE- 
MQVE'EM 
ALONG AND 
GIVE ME A 

L buzz. A 


S X MEAN THE ^ 
DUDE'S ALWAYS 
BEEN SGUIRRELY, BUT 
THESE LAST FEW 
WEEKS HE'S BEEN OUT 
V OF CONTROL. > 


r MAN, > 
WHO PUT 
A STICK 
UP HIS 
ASS?.' > 


r YEA Hj ^ 
JUST LIKE 
IN ATLANTA. 
NOW WATCH 
THE DAMN 
l DOOR/ a 


WE ^ 
KNOW THE 
ROUTINE, 

. BOSS, j 


r JUST ^ 
LET IT GO 
AND DO 
YOUR 
k JOB. , 












\ C'M ON, ^§p 

\r CODY. YOU 
7 KNOW ATLANTA Y 
WAS NT MY FAULT. 
HOW WAS I SUPPOSED 
TO KNOW THAT GIRL 
WAS A DUDE? WITH 
ALL THE MAKE-UP AND 
STUFF -YOU EVEN 
SAID YOU MIGHT 
!V HAVE MADE THE A 
SL SAME MISTAKE, M 
TOO. 


r LOOK, 
BRO. I'M 
NOT HERE 
TO JUDGE 
K YOU, , 


ALL I'M 

r SAYING IS SINCE 1 
THE BOSS IS GETTING 
A UTILE PARANOID WE 
JUST NEED TO FOCUS 
ON OUR JOB AND 
let him DEAL WITH 
v WHATEVER HE'S , 
fc. DEALING WITH. A 


S' BUT DON'T ^ 
YOU THINK IT'S 1 
WEIRD WE'VE BEEN TO 
FIVE DIFFERENT CITIES 
THIS WEEK AND HE 
WONT TELL US WHAT 
V HE'S DOING? A 






V 


r AS I SAID, ^ 
I'M NOT HERE 
TO JUDGE. YOU 
JUST NEED TO 
CALM DOWN- 
CAUSE YOU'RE 
GETTING ALL 
SWEATY ON ME 
RIGHT NOW. 


[C- '•? " 
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Tt v- 


IM 


SPITTING UP 


BLOOD 







DUDE, 

YOU 

OKAY? 


^ DON'T ^ 
WORRY 
ABOUT ME- 
WHAT THE 
F**K IS 
UP WITH 
L YOU? > 


' WHAT IS ^ 
THIS?^ 
JESUS/ LOOK 
^ AT THEM' 


r THEY'RE ^ 
]N,., koff... MY 
MOUTH/ j 


SET OFF/ 

HELP ME/ 
GET'EM 
. OFF / J 


I... CANT. 
BREATHE. 


1 
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1 

i i 

r 

5JJ 


X * \\ 


1 ! 1 1 

1 

v 











WHAT...? 


lungs. 


X DAMMIT, ^ 
r GUYS' I SAID 
TO BUZZ ME IF 
YOU NEEDED ME. 
NOT SCREAM AT 
THE TOP OF 
YOUR*„ A 

















r PONT ^ 
fflOVSf AHV 

PQN'T TURN 
l ARC UNf7/ a 


% WANT you 

TO Auewm M£ 
on£ ample 
t ©OPTION,,* j 


r /\Rg you ^ 
rue one the/ 

C4LL 'TWff 

. A<$mv*A 
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I SAIP.. 1 
I PQH^ 
ENOW ABOUT 
THAT. j 
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*r 


SodcnnT! t... 


THAT'S 

UNFORTUNATE, 
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because 

WE DON'T 
BELIEVE 
YOU. , 


AND IF YOU DONT 

W QUICKLY REGAIN YOUR ^ 
MEMORY— THEN THE POUNDING 1 
I'VE BEEN GIVING YOU WILL BE 
NOTHING COMPARED TO WHAT MY 
CLOAKED FRIEND HERE CAN DO. AND 
rVE SEEN HIM IN ACTION - SO I 
L PROMISE YOU— YOU DON'T A 
WANT HIM PISSED OFF 


^ YOUR ^ 
HEART WONT 
BE ABLE TO 
. TAKE IT. > 


LOOK... YOU 

f ALREADY KNOW... I JUST T 
/ WORKED THERE A SHORT 
TIME -THEY ONLY CONSULTED 
ME ON A COUPLE OF THEIR 
LONG TERM AGENDAS. I 
NEVER WORKED ON ANY 
L OF THE EXPERIMENTS 
DIRECTLY.' 


r THEN LET'S ^ 
CHAT ABOUT THOSE 
’COUPLE AGENDAS'-- 
AND WHERE EXACTLY 
YOU FIT IN. A 


Years earlier. 



W COME IN, ^ 
INSPECTOR 
SYKES. IS YOUR 
REPORT 

l FINISHED? a 


“ IT DETAILS 'X 
r A COMPLETE LIST \ 

OF ALL ALGORITHMS \ 
AND BRAIN PATTERNS 
FOR BOTH PRE- AND / 

. POST- OPERATION / 
k READINGS, ■'■'.'■■■■' 


r I WAS ^ 
HIRED TO DO 
FORENSIC 
D r N. A 


THAT WAS ^ 
MY JOB... TO 
FIND THE RIGHT 
t 'MATCHES'. . 


Y and your findings ^ 

WERE WHAT EXACTLY? 
THAT YOU DON'T KNOW 
HOW TO SELECT THE RIGHT 
SUBJECTS? THAT YOU 
WASTED MY MONEY? 

. AND MY TIME? j 
^ TELL ME-PLEASE. ^ 


BECAUSE 

r MR. WYNN HERE HAS 
BEEN TRYING TO CONVINCE 
ME THAT THERE'S VALUE IN 
CONTINUING THIS MISSION, 
DESPITE OUR EARLY JVUS- 
, STEPS, DO YOU HAVE AN , 
Ik OPINION ON THAT? ^ 


WELL, 

T ACCORDING TO THE ^ 
DOCTOR'S READINGS. 
PATIENT 7 DID DISPLAY AN 
ELEVATED LEVEL OF PAIN 
l TOLERANCE AFTER HIS j 
k. RECOVERY X 


X DO they ALSO x 

f REALIZE THAT THEIR 
PATIENT'S COGNIZANT 
REASONING WAS 
TURNED TO RAT SHIT IN 
THE PROCESS? SADLY... 

INSANITY WASN 'T 
. EXACTLY WHAT I WAS y 
V HOPING FOR. y 




IS THAT WHAT X 
YOUR STAFF IS 
CALLING IT? BECAUSE 
I WANT TO MAKE SURE 
I KNOW WHAT TYPE OF 
SKILL I'M GETTING FOR 
MY MONEY. GIMME . 
k THAT REPORT.' / 


RECOVERY?/ 














THEN: why ^ 
THE HELL IS NONE 
OF THIS WORKING? 

ITS BEEN OVER A 
YEAR f I'M STARTING 
TO DOUBT THE 
VALIDITY OF YOUR 
X SCIENCE, A 


DO 

YOU? 


WITH ALL DUE 

^ RESPECT DIRECTOR KRAMER- A 
OUR SCIENCE IS SOUND! 

MR, KULBICZI'S MATCH WAS PERFECT,' 
HE HAD THE X-FACTOR YOU WANTED, 
WE'RE DOING OUR PART-- MAYBE THE 
v PROBLEM IS ON YOUR SIDE AND y 
WITH YOUR PEOPLE. 


OKAY- OKAY, 
THAT'S ENOUGH 
GENTLEMEN.' 


X WHAT THE 
r F**K DID YOU N 
SAY 7/ YOU WERE THE 
ONES THAT TURNED 
HIM INTO SOME GQD- 
, DAMN FREAK / HE 
> WASN'T., y 


r WE CAN FINISH ^ 
THIS DISCUSSION ^ 
ONCE WE'VE THOROUGHLY 
HAD THE CHANCE TO REVIEW 
YOUR REPORT INSPECTOR. 
THANK YOU FOR COMING 
AND WE LL CALL YOU 
L TOMORROW- RIGHT A 
AFTER LUNCH. 


LUCKY 

ME. 


LOOK, KRAMER-- 
/ WE'VE GONE OVER ^1 
/ THIS A DOZEN TIMES/ THE 1 
GOVERNMENT NEVER SAID THIS 
WOULD WORK RIGHT OUT OF THE 
GATE. IT WAS ALWAYS MEANT TO 
BE A WORK IN PROGRESS. AND 
ACCORDING TO THOSE CHARTS, 
PROGRESS WAS MADE- - 
\ HOWEVER SMALL. YOUR A 
X JOB IS TO FOSTER THAT / 
W — MOMENTUM. ^0 


y so we x 

CAN BOTH GET 
TO THE ULTIMATE 
RESULTS WE'RE 
. LOOKING 
V FOR. X 


r THEN,.. ^ 

I'M GOING TO 
NEED MORE 
PATIENTS. LOTS 
. MORE, A 




YOU DIDN'T PICK 
f D NLA. ’MATCHES"— ^ 

you PICKED PEOPLE' 
JUST LIKE ME/f AND YOU 
ROBBED US OF EVERYTHING 
WE EVER HELD DEAR. 

SO, YOU TELL ME" IN 
L WORDS AS SIMPLE AS A 
POSSIBLE... . % 


W WHAT ^ 
DID I HAVE 1 
INSIDE ME THAT 
MADE ME SO . 
L SPECIAL? A 


r YOU SAID ^ 
YOU HAD THE 
FILES FROM 
THE ’PROJECT' 
IT SHOULD 
ALL BE IN 


TJm 

RUMOR 


0UTRE ^ 
A£K£& YOU A 
QUESTION. 


WE 

PLAN 

TO. 


W THE PEOPLE ^ 
YOU WORKED 
ON - WHAT WERE 
YOU LOOKING 
FOR? WHAT WAS 
THE GOAL? AND 
HOW LONG WAS 
IT SUPPOSED 
TO LAST? ^ 


i don t m 

KNOW... I 
WAS GONE 
BY THEN. 

^ -HT DOESN'T ^^B 
^ W MATTER r YOU HELPED 1 
^ FIND SOME OF THEM! 

■ HOW MANY MORE WERE 

■ YOU WILLING TO SACRI- 
FICE BEFORE SOMEONE 

ft SAID ENOUGH? I KNOW 
A IT WASN'T TWENTY, OR 
k THIRTY 7 OR EVEN A 
FORTY/ 


FORTY 
L SIX/ 


THAT 

r WAS IT?' 

THAT WAS 
THE LAST ONE 

THEY WORKED 

ON BEFORE 

t BEING SHUT THERE^ 
k DOWN, j WEREN'T 

ANY 

k MORE? . 


k Jf Tt%- Y^t U£>. Jk |TJ 

g JUST 


,<j&L 1 T . V' 

READ 

jyUpBy-Lv 2 1 

^Br * 4 ~~ UHL 

^ IT.\J 
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YOU 

B 1J .:.. -| M 
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k STA hV. “ 
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r THEN " 
HOWPO 

you 

EXPLAIN 

m? 


WHAT 
ARE YOU 
TALKING 
ABOUT? 


iw FORTY' \ 
£>£V£Nff 

I'M THE W£>T ONE THEY 
EXFERfMENTEP ON' THE 
LAST ONE THEY CREATED/ 
SO I'LL A£K YOU ACAIN. 

what were you looking 

. FOR WHEN YOU WERE A 
Sw IN THO£E L A0£? X 


THE SAME THING 
r EVERYONE WANTED- ~ 
PERFECTION/ THEY WANTED 
TO CREATE A FLAWLESS HUMAN 
BEING, FOR WHAT PURPOSE? 
I DON'T KNOW, THEY NEVER 
TOLD ME. MY JOB WAS TO 
JUST FIND THOSE THAT 
^ ALIGNED WITH THEIR A 
SPECS. ■ 


WHAT 

£L5€? 


I TOLD ^ 
YOU I DO NT ~ 
KNOW/ THEY DIDN'T 
LET ME INTO THEIR 
SECRET MEETINGS 
OR CONFERENCE A 
^ CALLS, 


PIG A LITTLE PEEPER 
INTO YOUR MEMORY, 
ANP I'LL HELP WITH 
. THE 'PIGGING' 

V PART. y 


Y THO£?E 
0LJMP& UNPER 

YOUR CAN YOU 

FEEL THEM MOV INC? 
MULTIPLYING? 

V THEY'RE 0UG5, A 




I & 1 



1 


^^THEN YOURE^ 
r/ CO INC TO HAVE TO M 







UNGHHH 


VfWAVb IWg 
ma rreRf le it 

HURTING? 


leva aeemAT 

happ£n£ when Tuer 

©EiSIN EATIN6 
w YOUR ©RAIN/ > 


MOW ^ELL MS-- 
' WHO MAP THE MOST \1 

to loss? ; assums \» 

XO ONS WAS MAPpy NEAR 11 
THE? £HP. T WANT TO KNOW 
WHO MAP TM£ POWER TO 11 
KEEP IT £OIN6 £V£N /■ = 

t AFTER IT WAB SHUT 4§ ^ 

X pOWN? ^ ANP FOR 

— 1 WHAT 

purpose? 


I UNDERSTAND 
F THE STRESS EVERYONE 1 
r IS UNDER-- I FELT THE SAME 
WAY IN THE BEGINNING- 
BUT I'VE POURED TOO MANY 
YEARS OF MY LIFE INTO THIS/ 
SO DON'T SIT THERE AND TELL 
ME YOU'RE HITTING A DEAD 
END AND THAT OUR 
, PROGRESS IS PLATEAU! ng; 
\ FIND THE CATALYST / 
\ YOU NEED. 


NO/' 

THAT'S 
UNACCEPT- 
. ABLE/ 


WE'VE TRIED. 

r BELIEVE ME- NONE OF % 
US WANTED TO HAVE THIS 
MEETING. BUT THE FACTS REMAIN 
WE'VE DONE THREE DOZEN 
EXPERIMENTS WITH NOMINAL 
SUCCESS. AND OUR LAST FOUR 
PATIENTS HAVE SHOWN LITTLE 
, TO NO ADVANCEMENT OVER 
THEIR PREDECESSORS. X" 


COME Yl 









^ WYNN...? ^ 
WHATRE YOU 
DOING HERE? 

I THOUGHT 
YOU WERE IN 
v EUROPE? > 


^F^ I WAS. I JUST 
7 GOT BACK A FEW HOURS ' 
AGO. BUT GIVEN THE NATURE 
OF SOME OF YOUR CONCERNS 
I THOUGHT I'D COME SEE 
YOU IMMEDIATELY. DO YOU 
k MIND IF WE SPEAK IN A 
PRIVATE? % 


A REPORT 

Y ON BIOLOGICAL ^ 
ENHANCEMENTS. I 
THINK YOU'LL FIND IT 
A FASCINATING READ, 
THOUGH THEIR RESULTS 
ALSO COME WITH 
L BOTH PROS AND A 
CONS. 


SO„. 

WHAT'S 

THIS? 


~ WHY NOT? ^ 
ITS NOT LIKE WE'RE 
ACCOMPLISHING 


r GENTLEMEN-- ^ 
YOU'RE ALL 
DISMISSED FOR 
TODAY. THANK YOU 
^ FOR COMING, j 


L ANYTHING HERE 1 


IT SAYS MOST ^ 
r OF these experiments 

WERE DONE THROUGH 
COVERT MEANS, DECADES 
AGO. HOW DOES 
l THAT TIE INTO OUR 

PROGRAM? A 


F^ UM-- 
INSPECTOR SYKES - 
I'D LIKE TO GET 
YOUR INPUT ON 
THIS MATTER. SO 
. PLEASE... STAY. J 


BECAUSE I THINK 
r WEVE BEEN OVER THIN KING 
OUR GOALS. TRYING TO CREATE 
NEW SCIENCE WHEN PERHAPS 
SOME OF IT WAS RIGHT 
UNDER OUR NOSES. 


AGREED. BUT 

r YOU DO HAVE A ^ 
KNACK FOR ASSEMBLING 
VERY SKILLED MEDICAL 
PROFESSIONALS. SO, I'D 
LIKE YOU TO INVESTIGATE A 
l FEW OF THESE POTENT! At y 
DOCTORS. ^ 


X AFTER READING X 
THIS REPORT-- I THINK 
WE ALL MIGHT WANT TO 
REVISIT OUR STANCE 
ON WHERE WE 
DRAW OUR ETHICAL . 
V GUIDELINES. 4 


I'M NOT 
SURE 
I UNDER- 
STAND. 


BIO- 

ENHANCEMENTS ^ 
AREN'T MY FIELD OF ^ 
EXPERTISE. IT'S TO FIND 1 
THOSE WHO HAVE THE 
MOST SKILLS IN SPEC- 
IALIZED FIELDS. THAT'S J 
HOW FVE BUILT MY A 
STAFF AND FOUND A 
YOUR PATIENTS. 




r UNDER WHOSE ^ 
AUTHORITY DID YOU 
PUT THIS REPORT 

^ together? j 


BECAUSE IF VVE 

CONTEMPLATE ANY OF WHAT'S 
r IN HERE- IT'LL COMPROMISE AND 
TAINT EVERYTHING WE'VE DONE, 
TYING OURSELVES TO THE NAZI REGIME., 
THAT'S CORPORATE SUICIDE' I KNOW 
WE'VE BENT SOME RULES IN THE 
L PAST BUT THIS-' THIS ISN'T THE A 
KIND OF THING WE DO' 


YOU'RE 

WRONG 


THIS IS 
EXACTLY 
WHAT WE 
. DO. 


AFTER THAT OUR 
W WHOLE MISSION BEGAN ^ 
r TO CHANGE. NEW POLICIES,.. 1 
DIFFERENT PROTOCOLS. ALL 
WERE PUT IN PLACE WITHOUT ANY 
INPUT FROM THE DOCTORS 
ON STAFF. THEN THEY BROUGHT 
IN THEIR OWN HAND SELECTED 
k PHYSICIANS. THAT'S WHEN 
k I KNEW MY DAYS WERE A 
NUMBERED. 


YOU CANT IMAGINE 
W THE FRICTION ALL THAT CAUSED, ^ 
r BUT THEN WE TURNED A CORNER. 

DESPITE THE NIGHTMARES THAT 
WERE PLAYING OUT IN THE OPERATING 
ROOMS- WE BEGAN GETTING 
IMPROVED RESULTS. WE EVEN 
, THOUGHT THIS 'NEW DIRECTION ' 
k. HAD LED US TO OUR FIRST ^ 

success. 


I'M SURE 

r IT'LL COME TO 1 
YOU. BUT YOUR 
RECENT EFFORTS ARE 
TO BE COMMENDED. 

I'M SURE THE 
V PRESIDENT i 
V WILL BE... — - 


I JUST GOT 

OUT OF A MEETING AND \ 
F EVERYONE FEELS CONFIDENT OUR \ 
NEWEST PATIENT WILL CONTINUE ^ 
SHOWING IMPROVEMENT. HlS GENE 
SPLITTING AND SUBSEQUENT HEALING 
ARE RIGHT ON TRACK, AND HIS BODY 
HAS ACCEPTED HIS NEW ORGAN 
TRANSPLANTS. THE ONLY MINOR 
CONCERNS FROM THE DOCTORS IS 
^ THERE SEEMS TO BE A FEW GAPS A 
IN THE META-SEQUENCING yA 
IV RATES, ^ 


Y THOUGH ^ 
I'M TRYING 1 
TO GET MY 
HEAD WRAPPED 
AROUND 
. THAT RIGHT A 
V. NOW. A 


r WE DID ^ 
A PROGRAM 
YEARS AGO 
SANCTIONED BY 
THE BOSNIAN 
PRESIDENT. I 
KNEW THOSE 
CHARTS LOOKED 

l familiar: a 


YEAH, TWO ^ 
MONTHS AGO: BUT n 
EVERY TIME I LOOK AT 
THESE CHARTS THEY 
REMIND ME OF A 
K SOMETHING. A 


THAT'S 

it: 


ANY TIME 
FRAME ON 
THAT? 
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^ THEY L INK UPf ^ 

IF WHAT I THINK IS 
TRUE, THEN I'VE FOUND 
OUR CONNECTION, 
I'VE FOUND WHY 
THERE S A GAP/ 


god 


YOU FIND 
SOMETHING? 


^ YOU ^ 
SAID SYKES 1 
WAS ABOUT TO 
CHECK OUR NEXT 
POTENTIAL 
SUBJECT DON'T 
k LET HIM/ A 


r i WANT TO X 
DO IT MYSELF. \ A 
1 WANT TO MAKE \g 
SURE WE DON'T fl! 
HAVE ANY MORE / 1 
^ERRORS. 

HERE'S 
R HIS FILE 






lw. 










i 



YOU 

CAN'T 

KNOW 

THAT! 


r BUT 
I DIDN'T 
WORK OUT- 
. DID I? 


DID 


NO 


AND HE BLAMED ^ 
EVERYTHING AFTER ^ 
THAT ON YOUR FAILURE- 
BECOMING OBSESSED AND 
PARANOID AT TRYING TO 
, REDEEM HIMSELF AND a 
THE PROJECT, 






THAT S WHEN \ 
F IT REALLY BEGAN - X 
WHEN KRAMER STARTED 
TO LOSE HIS GRIP ON 
REALITY. HE POURED ALL 
HIS ENERGY INTO MAKING 
SURE YOU WERE GOING 
TO BE 'THE ONE7 HE 
CONVINCED ALL OF US THIS 
WAS FINALLY GOING TO 
l BE OUR BIG BREAK- J 
■fcw THROUGH, ^ 


" HE ^ 

HATED YOU, 
RICHARD. 
YOU COULD 
. FEEL IT. . 





A THAT IS... A 
THE TRUTH. I 
SAW IT WITH MY 
OWN EYES, HE 
WAS., F**KfNG 
V CRAZY/ y 


I WANT 
TH£ 

TRUTH/ 


Y SO YOU ^ 
WANT ANSWERS 1 
TO WHAT THE HELL 
WAS GOING ON 
THERE- ASK HIM/ 
IT WAS HIS 
BABY/ A 


^ AND HE TOOK X 
US ALL DOWN WHILE 
FIGHTING HIS INSANITY/ 
EVERYTHING WE'D 
WORKED FOR... HE 
L^took FROM US/ A 


LOOK 
AT ME. 


WHAT? 


r LOOK ^ 
Af> 1 ?£ER A$ 
YOU CAN ANt? 
T£LL m WHAT 
k YOU S££. j 


KRAMJBE..,? 


ryw /A 1 

Hl Wk 


y 'tj \ ■ [ 
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XPON'T 

KNOW!! 


r so if ^ 

RICHARD DIDN'T 
WORK OUT-- WHY 
DID THEY STILL 
k. GO ON?. 1 JL 


BECAUSE 
HE WOULDN'T 
STOP' EVER' 


^ son ^ 

WAS WYNN 
THAT DID 
THIS 

l TOME? a 


r YOU'RE NOT ™ 
LISTENING' IT„. 
WAS... KRAMER' 
IT WAS ALWAYS 
. KRAMER/ > 


ST WYNN JUST ^ 
BEGAN PLAYING 
ON HIS... ON 
YOUR... INSTABILITY. 

AND WYNN WAS 
. VERY GOOD AT . 
^ THAT... A 


r THAT S WHAT ^ 
I'M TRYING TO FIND 
OUT / I CAN'T 
REMEMBER/ ^ 


■ 


BUT YOU ALWAYS KNEW 
WHAT THE CONSEQUENCES 
WERE OF HIS REQUESTS. 
EVEN WHEN HE ASKED YOU 
TO ACQUIRE CERTAIN 
INFORMATION FROM YOUR 
NEAREST COMPETITOR. 


& 




11 REMEMBER HOW HE 
PLAYED YOU? KNOWING 
YOU WOULDN'T EVER BACK 
DOWN? HE TOOK 
ADVANTAGE OF THAT. * 


















IF YOU XI 
DON'T WANT THIS ^ 
TO FAIL- YOU'LL 1 
NEED TO GAIN HER 
TRUST. HER COMPANY 
HAS BEEN AN INDUSTRY 
LEADER FOR YEARS 
NOW IN SOME OF 


1 ALSO ^ 
UNDERSTAND NOT ^ 
WANTING TO MIX 
BUSINESS WITH THE-- 
PERSONAL-- RELATIONSHIP 
YOU CURRENTLY HAVE 
WITH MS. GEBHARD,* ** 
BUT SHE HAS WHAT A 
YOU NEED. ^ 


HE KNEW EXACTLY WHAT 
BUTTONS TO PUSH." 



r AT 1 
LEAST 
MY APPLE 
STOCK IS 
HOLDING 
l UP. j 


I GOT a 

/ CALL TODAY 
/ SAYING SOME OF ^ 
f THE ECONOMIC \ 
REFORMS BEING 
PROPOSED IN SPAIN 
AND ITALY STILL MIGHT 
NOT HAVE ENOUGH 
IMPACT TO TURN 
AROUND EUROPEAN 
l BUSINESSES j 
k OR THEIR J 

^ employment Jj 

m,._ NUMBERS, jm 


X I'VE BEEN N 
HEARING THE SAME 
THING. AND ITS JUST 
GOING TO CONTINUE 
IMPACTING GLOBAL 
GROWTH AS 
V WELL . XS 


QUIT X 
/GLOATING. 
/ MY 
PORTFOLIO'S 
STILL 

v tanking./ 


^ CAN I \ 

CHANGE THE \ 

SUBJECT FOR J 

A MINUTE? > 

— -XOOK AT 1 
> M YOU GETTING 
ft ■ ALL SERIOUS. 
HflS SOMETHING 
WRONG? / 


NO. NOT TK 
REALLY. M 


r THEN N 
WHAT'S 
ON YOUR 
MIND? , 


/ I KNOW WE SAID THAT X. 

WE'D KEEP OUR PROFESSIONAL 
LIVES OUT OF OUR RELATIONSHIP 
BUT..,. BUT I'M AT A CROSSROADS 
AND YOU'RE THE ONLY ONE THAT 
X I THINK CAN HELP. x' 


/ COME ON... 

LET'S NOT DO THIS. ^ 
I'VE TOLD YOU I'M NOT 
WILLING TO COMPROMISE 
EITHER MY COMPANY A 
OR MYSELF. ^ 


* NONE OF MY 

/ PATENTS ARE FOR SALE. ^ 
I DON'T KNOW IF THINGS WILL 
CHANGE IN A YEAR OR TWO, 
BUT MY COMPANY HAS DECIDED 
TO STICK WITH OUR OWN 
INTERNAL GOALS FOR NOW. 
k SO, I D LOVE TO HELP YOU 
E/x OUT, DARLING. 




AND I'VE TOLD YOU 
HOW MUCH I RESPECT 
f THAT... BUT MAYBE THERE'S A 1 
WAY TO LICENSE OUT OR LEASE 
SOME OF YOUR TECHNOLOGY FOR 
A SHORT PERIOD OF TIME. I'D BE 
WILLING TO PAY WAY ABOVE 
MARKET VALUE. SO YOU'D GET A 
PREMIUM FOR YOUR INVOLVEMENT, 
AND I'D LET SOME OF YOUR 
k STAFF OVERSEE SOME OF THE / 
k APPLICATIONS OF YOUR J 
SCIENCE. 


LOOK- 

I UNDERSTAND 1 
YOU'VE RUN INTO A BIT 
OF A ROUGH PATCH 
LATELY I REALLY DO, BUT 
LINKING OUR COMPANIES 
TOGETHER-- IN ANY 
CAPACITY- WONT WORK. 

YOU SAY THAT MORE A 
^ THAN I DO. ^ 


AND IN MOST 

r CIRCUMSTANCES THAT ^ 
EVALUATION IS RIGHT. BUT 
THIS IS DIFFERENT. WE'RE 
GETTING DOWN TO OUR LAST 
FEW BIQ-TRANSMITTABLE 
SPLICES AND I KNOW YOUR A 
CUTTING EDGE... 


YOU'RE STARTING 
f TO RUIN WHAT HAS, ~ 
SO FAR, BEEN A PRETTY 

enjoyable evening, so 
unless you want me TO 

COMPLETELY LOSE MY 
APPETITE... I'D SUGGEST 
L WE CHANGE THE J 
SUBJECT. 


WHY? ^ 
JUST GIVE 
ME ONE 
REASON. 


IT'S THE ^ 
SAME ONE 
I'VE ALWAYS 
. HAD, 


^ I DON'T ^ 
TRUST THOSE 
YOU'RE 

WORKING WITH 
ESPECIALLY 
k WYNN, a 


r GOT IT, I 
DIDN'T MEAN 
TO UPSET YOU 
, I'M SORRY. 


I LOVE 
YOU, 


I LOVE 
YOU TOO 


" SADLY, YOUR 
FEELINGS FOR 
HER ALWAYS 
WON OUT." 







r THEN WHY ^ 
DID I KILL HER ? 

I REMEMBER 
. THAT PART-' * J 


BULLSHIT! 


flashback issue *216-- "Todd 


UNGGG..J 


I... NEVER 
SAID... YOU 
DID. 


T AIM 








' I WAS GONE BY THEN, BUT*,, BUT 
I HEARD THEY KEPT PUSHING YOU* 
AND AS MUCH AS YOU WANTED THE 
PROJECT TO SUCCEED- THERE WERE 
SOME LINES YOU WOULDN'T CROSS." 







THEY MISTAKENLY ASSUMED 
YOU WOULDN'T FOREGO 
EIGHT YEARS OF YOUR LIFE 
FOR... A WOMAN." 







11 AND NO MATTER HOW 
MANY TIMES YOU ASSURED 
THEM YOU'D HANDLE 
THINGS, OR HOW MANY 
TIMES YOU DISCUSSED IT... 


l1 I THINK 
EVENTUALLY 
THEY JUST GOT 
TIRED... OF 
TALKING." 
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' YOU CAN ^ 
GRIEVE 
ABOUT THIS 
, LATER, . 




"THAT WAS THE MOMENT. 
THAT'S... WHEN EVERYTHING 
SEEMED TO CHANGE. 


"NO ONE 
TRUSTED ANYONE 
AFTER THAT. AND 
IT ALL BEGAN TO 
UNRAVEL FROM 
THERE." 












NOW- 
GET UP, 
KRAMER/ 


r BECAUSE 
BEFORE WE GO- 
THERE'S STILL 
SOMETHING YOU 
< NEED TO DO. j 


r MY ^ 

ORDERS ARE 
TO NOT LEAVE 
HERE EMPTY 
k HANDED, a 


r CHRIST- > 
LOOK AT YOU/ 
YOU'RE EVEN 
DUMBER THAN 
v X THOUGHT > 


THERE WAS 

f ONLY ONE BULLET^ 
T IN THAT GUN AND ’ 
NOW YOUR PRINTS ARE 
THE ONLY ONES ON THE 
MURDER WEAPON. 

L THAT WONT 
L LOOK SO GOOD i 
^ TO THE COPS. 


SO BEFORE YOU 

r GET ANY GRANDIOSE IDEAS ^ 
ABOUT DOING SOMETHING 
HEROIC RIGHT NOW- LET ME TELL 
YOU THAT WE KNOW WHERE YOUR 
ENTIRE EXTENDED FAMILY LIVES. ALL 
OF THEM/ IF YOU THINK KILLING 
YOUR BRIDE SEEMED EASY... 
IMAGINE HOW QUICKLY YOUR 
L SISTER, MOTHER, AUNTS AND A 
UNCLES WILL DIE. 


W THAT IS, ^ 
UNLESS WE GET 1 
WHAT WE CAME 
FOR. NOW GET OVER 
TO HER COMPUTER 
AND DO YOUR j 
^ JOB/ 





/ DON'T LECTURE \ 
/ ME ABOUT LOYALTY/ \ 
I SPENT NEARLY TWO 

years with that woman, 

I EVEN MARRIED HER 
FOR CHRIST S SAKE,' AND 
I WAS THIS CLOSE' TO 
GETTING WHAT WE WANTED 
IT DIDN'T HAVE TO END 
. THIS WAY* SHE DIDN'T > 
V DESERVE THAT. X 


X THE PASSWORDS X 
/ WERE ENCRYPTED AND \ \ 

f THE FILES CODED, BUT X- A 

I WAS ABLE TO FINALLY GET PARDON? 

THE DOWNLOADS. THOUGH — ' 

I DON'T GET WHY YOU HAD 
TO SEND YOUR GOONS IN r 
I TOLD YOU I WAS GOING TO 
GET US WHAT WE WANTED. 

THAT WAS ALWAYS THE ft 
l PLAN/ THAT'S WHY M 
\ 1 DEVOTED SO MUCH 
J X TIME TO HER, 


THIS WAY/ 
DIRECTOR 
KRAMER, 


r I’M SORRY, ^ 
WYIVIV, Ft JUST 
TOOK A LITTLE 
LONGER THAN 
l ANTICIPATED, j 


''ONCE THAT TRUST WAS BROKEN 
IT DIDN'T MATTER HOW MUCH 
PROGRESS WAS MADE. EVEN AFTER 
'THE PROJECT' GOT THEIR HANDS 
ON THEIR COMPETITOR'S PRIME PATENTS 
SOME SAID IT WAS BECAUSE OF YOUR 
RELATIONSHIP WITH YOUR RIVAL. 


"OTHERS SAID IT WAS JUST A 
SIMPLE BUSINESS TRANSACTION. 
THAT THEY NEEDED THE MONEY. 

ESPECIALLY IN LIGHT OF THE 
NEWS THAT THEIR MISSING C.E.O 
WAS DRIVING DOWN THEIR 
CORPORATE STOCK PRICE. 


“WHATEVER THE REASON**. 
PEOPLE TRIED PUTTING ON 
THE FACADE OF BUSINESS 
AS USUAL*" 


BUT I DIDN'T BUY IT 
FOR A SECOND." 












W I WANT ^ 
r THAT HOUSE 
SCRUBBED 
AND DEVOID 
OF ANY SIGNS 
I WAS EVER 
L THERE. J 


r MAKE SURE ^ 
THEY DON'T 
MISS A SINGLE 
DETAIL IN THIS 
CLEAN UR a 


UNDER 

STOOD 


OF 'EVENTS 


DIRECTOR 


r IF YOU DON'T ^ 
MIND,.. LET ME 
BE THE FIRST TO 
OFFER MY 
CONDOLENCES. I 
KNOW YOU WERE 
QUITE FOND OF 
V REBECCA, a 


X BUT AS YOU'RE X 
/ ACUTELY AWARE, THE \ 

/ FUTURE SUCCESS OF THE \ 

PROJECT' IS TIED DIRECTLY \ 

TO MANY OF THE WORLD'S \ 
HIGH-POWERED PLAYERS, 

EACH WITH THEIR REPUTATIONS 
AT STAKE. I'M SURE YOU CAN 
APPRECIATE THE YEARS OF 
PLANNING YOU AND YOUR — -- 

PARTNERS HAVE DEVOTED TO f YQU'Rt\ 
THIS CAUSE- AND HOW / RIGHT. y 
\ STAYING THE COURSE IS /ITS GOOD 
BEST FOR ALL /\TO STICK TO 
X INVOLVED. / V A PLAN. J 


' I'LL ^ 
REMEMBER 
. THAT. > 



f 

If 

W f 

MX 

r •«/ ivv nnvc \ 

7 MY WORD- \ 

M - 

z&\. 


' ” 4 JS‘ 

THESE MEN j 

j 




SPECIALIZE l:N 

l 


3 


V THESE TYPES / 









f YOU'RE i 
NOT mUN<S 
MB ANYTUINO 
CONCRETE/ 

X WAW 
C f?€TAite!j 


CHOKE 


CHOKE 


r I TOLD ^ 
YOU... I WASN'T 
THERE AT THAT 
TIME. ITS WHAT 
MY CONTACTS 
TOLD,,, A 


JT ...EVERY ^ 
ONE OF THEM. 
WYNN. KRAMER. 
THE DOCTORS. 

FINANCIAL 
DONORS, THEY 
ALL BEGAN 
TO,,, A 


r VM NOT A 
ASK INS 

YOUR CONTACTS 
IM A&W NC 
y YOU/ V 


YOU HEARD 

^ H1M~SVK£S ^ 
r WASNT THERE/ AND ^ 
r YOU NEED TO CONTROL 1 
YOURSELF/ THERE'S STILL 
MORE INFORMATION WE NEED 
TO EXTRACT FROM HIM. HE'S 
ALREADY FIGHTING HIS 
PAIN — NOT TO MENTION 
L CONFUSING him WITH j 
k YOUR "I'M KRAMER... I'M A 
NOT KRAMER/' A 
BULLSHIT 


r WMAT ^ 
ULTIMATELY 
HAPPENED TO 
. KRAMER// 


GODDAMMIT 
SPAWN... THAT'S 

ENOUGH / 








r LOOK,,, ^ 
WE VE BOTH 
BEEN FIGHTING 
OUR PAST. AND 
WE BOTH WANT 
ANSWERS. JUST.,, 
JUST EASE UP 
A LITTLE, A 


WE'RE 

r CLOSE, VERY ^ 
CLOSE" TO GETTING ' 
WHAT WE WANT. I THINK 
YOU SENSE IT TOO, SO 
LET'S PLAY THIS THING 
OUT AND TRY KEEPING . 
L EVERYONE ALIVE A 
FOR NOW. 


YOU THINK 
YOU CAN t?0 

eernt? ? , 


I HAVEN T 
GOTTEN MY 
QUESTION 
ANSWERED, 
either/ 


r WHY WAS ^ 
I SELECTED? 
WHAT MADE 
ME SO DAMN 
. SPECIAL? A 


YEAH...? 



f ■■ WOkW.. W DON'T -Yl 


V KNOW. 1 

5 % ■■aBBWif,, / 

‘i bui Lei 
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flX YOU WERE X 
Y JUST A HIGH LEVEL \ 
r MATCH IN ONE OF \ 
OUR MULTIPLE GENETIC 
CATEGORIES, WE WEREN'T 
LOOKING FOR THE PER- 
FECT HUMAN BEING-- i 
K WE WERE TRYING TO / 
I X CREATE IT! 


BUT WE KNEW X. 
^ THAT WOULD REQUIRE N 
DOZENS AND DOZENS OF 
PATIENTS. AND, IN HINDSIGHT, 
THAT WAS PROBABLY OUR 
V BIGGEST MISTAKE. .X 


X THINK ABOUT \ 
X THE NUMBER OF \ 
7 POSSIBILITIES FOR > 
HUMAN AUGMENTATION, 
HEARING. SIGHT. THE 
NERVOUS SYSTEM. 

BRAIN PATTERNS. 

SKIN DENSITY. 

I COULD GO ON FOR 
TWENTY MINUTES WITH A 
LIST THAT BREAKS DOWN 
THE MALE ANATOMY 
V INTO A HUNDRED / 
^ SCIENTIFIC / 
1^ AREAS, X 


YOU 

WE RENT 


THE PROBLEM NJ 
/ WAS THAT EACH OF 
/ THEM NEEDED SPECIALISTS \ 
' AND A WHOLE NEW SET OF > 
EXPERIMENTS THAT WERE 
TAILORED TO THAT PARTICULAR 
SECTION OF THE BODY. SO NOW, 
ASK YOURSELF THIS QUESTION = 
“HOW DO YOU KEEP EVERY 
ONE OF THOSE CAREER 
CLIMBING DOCTORS AND THEIR 
STAFF HAPPY?" GIVEN THAT 
, THEY ALL WANTED TO BE THE 
\ FIRST ONES TO UNLOCK ONE / 
\ OF THE GENE CODES FOR / 
X MANIPULATION/ 


X EVERYONE X 
WAS SERVING \ 
THEIR OWN 1 
AGENDAS/ AND 
SO THE ELUSIVE 
PERFECTION' THEY 
WERE CHASING 
JUST BECAME 
, MORE AND MORE. 
\ F++KED UP/ X f 


AND WHEN 

X KRAMER OR WYNN- \ 
r OR WHOEVER WAS PULLING \ 
THE STRINGS- - TRIED TO PUT SOME 
OF THE SEPARATE EXPERIMENTS 
TOGETHER... WELL, THAT'S WHEN 
WE STARTED BACKSLIDING. THERE 
WAS NO FOCUS, NO SINGULAR 
VISION TO WHAT WE WERE DOING, 
AND SO INSTEAD OF CREATING 
V PERFECTION WE BEGAN J 
X CREATING FRANKENSTElNSlS 


X AND BEFORE v . 
r YOU HURT YOURSELF " 
THINKING ABOUT IT- I'LL 
GIVE YOU THE ANSWER. 

. YOU DON'T! IT'S y 
X. IMPOSSIBLE/ _X 


X"^ WE WERE X. 
X OVER-THINKING \ 
EVERYTHING. OVER- 
KILLING THE ENTIRE 
PROCESS. HELL, THEY 
EVEN GAVE THAT 
NICKNAME TO ONE 
V OF THE PATIENTS,/ 
X. I THINK. X 




1 DON'T ^ 
' KNOW! KRAMER 1 
TOOK YOUR FILES 
FROM US! GO TALK 
TO HIM! OR ASK 
THE GUY BEHIND 
YOU. HE DID IT TO 
l YOU... NOT ME/ A 
few NOT ME! ^ 


WHERE 
DO X FIT 
INTO 
THIS? 


r I WASN'T i 
ANYWHERE 
near the 
PLACE WHEN 
THEY 

’ACQUIRED' 
L YOU.* A 


Todd 


YOU WANT 
TO KILL 
ME...? GO 
AHEAD. 


r BUT IT WONT ^ 
BE BECAUSE OF 
WHAT HAPPENED 
TO YOU, MY HANDS 
ARE CLEAN ON 
THAT ONE. A 


r YOU 
HEAR ME, 
BASTARDS' 
I'M... CLEAN. 

ON THAT 
k ONE. 
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YES... AT FIRST 

W we thought you ^ 

7 WERE THE MATCH WE ^ 
WANTED BUT AFTER A 
FEW WEEKS IT BECAME 
APPARENT THE READINGS 
WEREN'T WHAT WE WERE 
t LOOKING FOR, SO I j 
\ WROTE THEM / 
A REPORT. ^ 


THEY ^ 

W WOULDN'T 1 
■ LISTEN. EVEN 
M WHEN I TRIED 
L TO WARN 

THEM, A 

ABOUT"* fl 
wrat'?P mM 

1 you. JB 


wr I KNOW YOU ^ m 
X AREN'T GOING TO XI 
^ BELIEVE THIS - BECAUSE \ 
YOU THINK I'M JUST TRYING 
TO SAVE MY LIFE-- BUT I PUT 
IT IN THE REPORT. ALL OF IT, 1 
THEY WOULDN'T LISTEN. 
WYNN WAS BECOMING 
DETACHED FROM THE DAILY 
MEETINGS, AND KRAMER, J 
\ HE WAS JUST M 
X BECOMING... ^ 


DELUSIONAL 


SO THEY PUSHED 
X ME OUT OF THE WAY X 
AND WENT FORWARD. I ONLY 
HEARD ABOUT SOME OF THE 
SHIT THAT WENT ON AFTER THAT. 
CONSIDER YOURSELF LUCKY, 
RICHARD, MOST PATIENTS 
V DIDN'T MAKE IT OUT OF THE J 
X_ LABS BREATHING. 


AND BECAUSE 

X OF freaks like you - \ 

THEY CONTINUED TO DELUDE 
THEMSELVES, THINKING THEY'D 
SOMEHOW TAKEN THEIR 
WORK TO THE NEXT LEVEL, 
V BUI THE PATIENTS WERE y 
X. DEFECTIVE... X*^ 







r AND I 1 

SHOULD 
KNOW 
BECAUSE 
I'VE HIRED 

most of 

l THEM* A 


THEY 

WERE ALL 
DEFECTIVE 


W BUT THAT ^ 
’ GLIMMER 1 
OF FALSE 
SUCCESS WAS 
ENOUGH TO 
KEEP THE 
EXPERIMENTS 
GOING. UNTIL 
WYNN SHUT 
l IT ALL i 
L DOWN. A 


SURELY, KRAMER f 
r YOU CAN UNDERSTAND ^ 
THEIR POSITION. NONE 
OF THEM ARE WILLING TO 
COMPROMISE THEMSELVES 
. OR THEIR MONEY ANY A 
V FURTHER. 


PATIENT 46 

r WAS THE LAST OF THEM.' 
AND TO KRAMER'S CREDIT- 
46 WAS AUGMENTED MORE 
THAN THE OTHERS AND HAD 
TH E LEAST AMOUNT OF 
^ MENTAL INSTABILITY. A 


ACTING 

FOOLISHLY 

WONT 

CHANGE 

ANYTHING. 


^ BUT WHEN ^ 
JASON WYNN 
WANTS SOMETHING 
TO GO AWAY. IT 
JUST VANISHES. 


SO MAYBE 
IN TIME THEY 
MIGHT HAVE 
SUCCEEDED. 


sf WERE \ 
v TOO CLOSE.M 
I JUST NEED 
ONE MORE AND 
THIS TIME IT'LL 
WORK. YOU 
V GO TELL j 
k THEM/ A 


f THIS ^ 
TIME IT'LL 
t WORK/ . 







THAT'S WHEN 
f WYNN CALLED IN 1 
SOME OF HIS OUTSIDE 
CONTACTS TO TIP THE 
SCALES IN HIS DIRECTION 
HE TRIED TO SMOTHER 
KRAMER SLOWLY. LIKE 
k HE DID TO THE REST . 
^ OF US™ UNGH/ A 


THAT'S WHEN 
f WYNN CALLED IN 1 
SOME OF HIS OUTSIDE 
CONTACTS TO TIP THE 
SCALES IN HIS DIRECTION 
HE TRIED TO SMOTHER 
KRAMER SLOWLY. LIKE 
k HE DID TO THE REST . 
^ OF US™ UNGH/ A 


r KRAMER WAS-- ^ 
r FOR THE MOST PART 
BUT WHEN HE BECAME 
UNHINGED, THEY SAID 
WYNN AND HIS GROUP 
ASSERTED THEMSELVES. 
. AND A POWER PLAY 
BROKE OUT A 


r NEAR > 
THE mv. 
who wa& 

GIVING THE 
ORPER5 
^ THEN'? V 


r YOU N&EP 
TO MAKE UP 
YOUR MINI?. WAS 
ITKR AMER OR 
WA£ JT WYNN 
k THAT RAN THE 
V £>HO W? A 


r it ^ 

DEPENDS... 

fccrr... 

WHEW YOU'RE 
TALKING 
k. ABOUT, J 


X < ifc 


■r - ?■ Aw 


. • > . v 


U 








AMP YOUR 
REPORTS 
TRIEPTO 
HELP THE 
PATIENTS? 


r SO > 

NONE OP 

this is 
your 

k FAULT? j 


r THEN ASK ^ 
HIM WHY HE 
TRIED TO HIRE 
ME AFTER I 
l ESCAPED, a 


THAT'S 
WHAT I'VE 
BEEN 
SAYING/ , 


r YOU ^ 
UEARP THE 
. MAN„, , 


WU,YV ^ 
YO\J TRY 
AMP HIRE 
HIM? 



3 WAS 
TRYING 
TO HELP 
THEM.' 


\ 1 

T AA' ] I 

50 ? ^ ■ 

y exploiting^"? 

r THE 'DEFECTIVE' 
PATIENTS INTO A LIFE 
OF CRIME WAS /OUR 
WAY Of HELPING? IS 
THAT WHAT YOU'RE 
\ mUN<S ME? V 


MO._ 

THEY... 

I DIDVT 
HAVE A 
CHOICE. 


Wr t hdrits always 

a choice every time we 
rMOV£, OR Act OR ePBAK -m MAKE^ 

r i wee decisions ourselves. sadly' 

MOS T OF US WANT TO 0LAME OUR 
OWN ACTIONS ON OTHERS THE ONLY 
THING OTHER PEOPLE CAN DO IS 0E 
CATALY&T&" AW WE All GET TO ACT 
ACCORDINGLY. SO DON'T YOU PARE 
LOOX AT ME AND BAY WITH A STRAIGHT 
. FACE THAT SOMEONE ELSE FORCED j 
k YOU TO TAtiE ADVANTAGE OF ^ 
^ THOSE PATIENTS A£AfN$T - 
YOUR WfLLf 


YOU WERE THE ^ 
ONE THAT SENT THOSE 
VILLAINS AFTER TO ME.* 
YOU WERE THE ONE 
THAT GAVE THEM THEIR 
ORDERS/ YOU WERE THE 
ONE THAT TOLD THEM 
^ TO MU M£f 


SO DON'T 
TELL ME YOU'RE 


[shuo 137 — Todd 





SPAWN' 

YOU'RE 

KILLING 

HIM' 


PONTim 
MB YOUR 
MAN17& AR.B 

CLBAH! 


f ITU£T ^ 
WANT MM 
TO F££L WHAT 
IT'S? Lfk£ WHEN 
eOMBONB 
WANT£ YOU 
tf£At\ A 


NOT 

QUITE, 







r WHAT DO ^ 
YOU WANT 
TO DO HERE? 

I dont think 

WE'RE GETTING 
MUCH MORE 
L FROM HtM. A 


l PJPN'T 
A&&YOU R 
OPINfON, 


SPAWN 


ITS a 
YOUR SHOW, 1 
BUD. YOU DO 
WHAT YOU HAVE 
TO DO. TM 
K DONE WITH a 
few TH]S. 


RICHARD, 


r IT'S ^ 
WAY TOO 
LATE FOR 
THAT. 


GOOD 

LUCK, 

SYKES. 






r IT LOOKS ^ 
LIKE SYKES 
WILL BE OFF 
THE BOARD 
. SOON. 


JUST 
LIKE YOU 
WANTED. 






THAT'S 

~ EXCELLENT, 1 
RICHARD. YOU SHOULD 
BE COMMENDED ON 
THE WONDERFUL JOB 
l YOU'VE BEEN J 
DOING, 


AND THOUGH \| 
f IT'S TAKEN US BOTH \ 
A FEW YEARS TO FINALLY 
GET TO OUR LARGER AND 
MORE PERSONAL GOALS- 
I'M SURE YOU WILL SEE, 
IN THE END, THAT IT 
V WAS ALL WORTH 
X. THE WAIT. \ 


- [X AS YOU MIGHT 
y IMAGINE, THERE WERE ^ 
A NUMBER OF MOVING 1 
PARTS THAT NEEDED TO BE 
COORDINATED IN ORDER FOR 
U$ TO BE ABLE TO MOVE 
FORWARD. BUT NOW THAT 
THOSE CONCERNS HAVE 
BEEN TAKEN CARE OF IT'S 
^ TIME TO PROCEED TO THE J 
\ NEXT PORTION OF / 
X. OUR MISSION. 


r WHICH ^ 
BRINGS ME 
TO THE 

OBVIOUS NEXT 
l QUESTION, y 


IS OUR 

TARGET 

READY? 









Y NOT VERY. \ 
SYKES DID 

A GREAT JOB 
OF GIVING 
JUST ENOUGH 
INFO WITHOUT 
BEING TOO . 

V DETAILED. / 


/ ONCE X 
f HE FINISHES J 
HIS CURRENT 
BUSINESS rtt 
GENTLY PERSUADE 
HIM 40 OUT WHAT 
. NEEDS TO 00 . 

X OOiVf NEXT, / 


r AND 
SO FAR 1 
THE TARGET 
DOESN'T 
SUSPECT 
ANY- 

V THING? J 


)ETA^S / PLEASE > 
LATER. /DO. IN THE 

■- -f MEANTIME... 

^ 1 WHEN WILL I 

-X 6E SEEING 

\ THE TWO OF 

V VOU? J 


HOW > 
DIFFICULT 
WILL THAT 
BE? j 


THERE TO SEE SYKES 
TRY AND WEASEL HfS 
WAY OUT OF A NO 
WIN PROPOSITION, 
THE ENTERTAINMENT 
VALUE OF THAT 

V WOULD HAVE BEEN / 

V PRICELESS, y 


r EXPECT A 
US TO HEAD 
YOUR WAY THE 
MOMENT I UTTER 
THE 'MAGIC 

L WORDS'*.. A 


. I CAN 

[ GOOD. x> 

j GIVE 7 

\tell 

/THOUGH ITS N 

( YOU THE 1 


A PfTY I CANT BE 

Xdeta^s j 








"...SPAWN- ^ 
KNOW WHERE 


IS AT/ 
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YOU RE 
A FOOL, 
DOWNING.../ 


r f?QWN INC'S 
<SON€, 
mAl£VOlG\A 
LSENTMIM 
L AWAY! a 


^ IT'S TUST 
r MS NOW... VOUR 1 
BYMmOTgf AW 
SJNC£I WASTRgONE 

tuat put /our g/JL 

lN£Jl?£ FRgMKS 
. 0Ot?y-T CAN TEA/? j 

W rr pack out/ V 


X SENT 

/ FREAK TO At\-U NOT 
r /O l1 It TtiA r MAXZ6 Me 
MA&T£Rf! YOUR M£ttK£ 
WASN'T FINDING OUT WUY UiS 
SOUL WAS SENT THERE 0EPORE 
USING IT/ 0UT TONIGHT IT GHOSH 


YOU ^ 
AREN'T 
GO! NO TO 
RULE THIS 
WORU?' 


^ TIM ^ 
DOWNING'S 
OUST A 
M&A NS TO 
GET THERE. , 


AW " 
NEITHER IS 
CLOWN/ 


HEE^EE,.. THAT'S ^ 
r FUNNY... YOU CANT HURT ^ 
ANY OF US. NOT ME. 
NOT GOD... AND ESPECIALLY 
NOT DOWNING. BECAUSE 
l IF YOU DO,.. HE'LL A 
COME BACK, 


^ SIMMONS 
WILL COME BACK 
LOOKING FOR YOU. 
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TWEN LET 
HIM COME! 


V ■ * ' a 


^ LBT 'BM 
AU COMB!! 
BECAUSE NO ONE 
16 GOfNG TO 6TOP 
THI6 £PAWN EVER 
V A£AfN/* ^ 


SORRY ^ 
I NAD TO 1 

bail on you 

DOWNING. I 
NEEDED TO GET 
SOMETHING 

V important. A 


f SOME- ^ 
THING 
MALE BO LG] A 
NEEDS 

l badly, a 







unh? 


WHERE'D 

THEY,*, 

GO...? 


ARE YOU 
tUPDWe 
ME? 


MB?!! 






all those 

r YEARS OF HIDING. 1 
OF PLANNING-- BECAUSE 
I THOUGHT WHEN YOU 

finally returned none 

OF US WOULD BE SAFE/ 
THAT YOUR WRATH 
L AND ANGER WOULD A 
FIND us all: 


BUT THIS? 

r I MEAN,,* 1 KNEW ^ 
YOU'D SCATTERED 
YOUR POWERS - BUT 
I HAD NO IDEA HOW 
WEAKENED YOU MUST 
HAVE ACTUALLY BEEN 
IN THAT BODY/ A 


OBVIOUSLY 
NEITHER DID 
YOU* 
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AND TO ^ 
THINK THE YEARS I 
WASTED-- BECAUSE 
I WAS AFRAID 
^ OF YOU, ^ 


PATHETIC 


ABSOLUTELY 

PATHETIC : 1 


CLOWN 


IT'S BEEN 
A LONG TIME 
HASN'T IT? 


NO WAY! ^ 

YOU'RE NOT REAL,. 
THERE'S A tO WAY YOU'RE 
INVOLVED IN ALL THIS, TOO/ 
SOMEONE'S JUST MESSING 
^ WITH ME NOW. A 


AND I'VE 

SEEN YOU'VE ^ 
INTRODUCED YOURSELF 
TO THIS LATEST SPAWN, 
HOPING HE'D- WHAT? 
FALL FOR YOUR TRICKS? 
OR THAT HE'D JOIN 
FORCES WITH YOU 
EVENTUALLY? ^ 


SORRY TO 
DISAPPOINT 
YOU" BUT 
IT'S ME. 


THAT'S NOT 
GOING TO 
HAPPEN/ 
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BECAUSE 
HE'S NOT 
YOURS TO 
CONTROL / 


NOT A 

WEAPON THAT 
POWERFUL. 


r SCREW ^ 

you coo/ i ve 

WAITED TOO 

long for 

^ THIS/ ^ 


^ IF YOU THINK 
, THINGS JUST GOT EASIER 1 
FOR YOU BECAUSE 
MALEBGLGlA'S DISAPPEARED 
— THINK TWICE/ And STOP 
DELUDING YOURSELF INTO 
THINKING YOU'LL EVER BE 

anything other than the 

L SECOND RATE SERVANT a 
^ YOU ALREADY ARE/ ^ 


r STARTING ^ 
NOW- YOU'RE NOT 
GOING TO CONTACT 
DOWNING AGAIN, IS 
^ THAT CLEAR? > 


SO HERE $ 
A FRIENDLY 
WARNING,.. 


GET YOUR 
HANDS OFF 
ME, OLD 
t MAN/ 


so 

HAVE Ij 
CIQWN,.. SO 
HAVE I. 


SEE" I'VE 

r GOT NEWS FOR \ 
YOU. I DON'T KNOW 
WHERE YOU'VE BEEN 
HIDING-- BUT YOU'VE 
BEEN GONE TOO 
LONG... BECAUSE 
. THINGS HAVE j 
^ CHANGED.' /I 






r SUPPOSEDLY... 
THIS IS WHERE IT 
STARTED. AT LEAST 


THEY WEREN'T IN ANY 
POSITION TO BE LYING 
bw TO ME. A 


r WHAT ARE ^ 

you BAY INS" 

THAT THI£ '7WF 
. PROJECT? . 


THIS WAS JUST ^ m 
THE PETRI DISH WHERE ^ 
THINGS GREW OUT OR A ' 
HUGE LAB BUILT ON TOP OF AN 
OLD MILITARY INSTALLATION 
WHERE THEY COULD MONITOR 
THE RESULTS OF SOME OF THEIR 
TESTS' BY SEEING HOW THE 
PATIENTS WOULD LIVE AND . 
k REACT IN A NORMAL A 
ENVIRONMENT. 


THIS WAS JUST 
AN EXTENSION OF THEIR 
SICK WARFARE RESEARCH 
THAT EVENTUALLY GAVE 
SOMEONE THE IDEA THAT 
HUMANS COULD NOT 
ONLY BE CULTIVATED 
k^ AND PERFECTED... A 


ARE YOU 
E£U6IOU£ 
RiCUARP? 


BUT 

BUILT 


J 



■ THATS WHAT I WAS 1 




■ TOLD BY THOSE 1 WAS i 

? H ~ fm* 


1 y " 1 1 1 1 1 ’ 

■ 'QUeSTIONtNG' AND 1 
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r MAYBE ^ 
NOTHING. 
MAYBE 
EVERYTHING 
I DON'T 
L KNOW. A 


r WHAT'S ^ 

that got 

TO DO WITH 
ANYTHING?. 


TM JUST TRYING 
TO FIGURE A FEW THINGS 
OUT... BECAUSE I'VE BEEN 
TOLD SOME WEIRD SHIT 
SINCE I AWOKE FROM > 
MY CO 

^ LIKE 

’ V, H WHAT? 


^ NOT THAT ^ 
I KNOW OF, BUT 
I CAN'T SWEAR 
^ TO THAT, j 


THEY DID 

r SO MANY ^ 
EXPERIMENTS AND 
PUMPED ME WITH SO 
MANY DRUGS- 
I PROBABLY ONLY 
REMEMBER HALF OF 
L WHAT THEY DID A 
TOME. 


LIKE WHERE MY 
r SOUL WENT DURING THE ^ 
COMA. SO I'M CURIOUS-- DID 
YOU EVER DfB*~ EVEN FOR A 
FEW SECONDS? OR DO YOU 
KNOW IF YOUR HEART EVER 
. STOPPED FOR A COUPLE A 
OF BEATS? 


r TH ERE'RE ^ 
DEFINITELY GAPS 
IN MY MEMORY. 
. FOR SURE, j 


r WHY? IS ^ 

SOMETHING ^ 
WRONG? — 
ITS NOT 

YOUR HEART, / NO/ 

L IS IT? y THAT'S 

NOT 


r HANG ON A ^ 
SEC... I DON'T MEAN 
TO INTERRUPT BUT THAT 
LOOKS LIKE ONE OF THE 
MILITARY BUNKERS I'VE 
1 HEARD OR WE SHOULD 
CHECK IT OUT ^ 


NOW, 
YOU WERE 
SAYING...? 


T LOOK-- THIS ^ 
IS GOING TO 
SOUND CRAZY" BUT 
IF ANYONE WILL 
UNDERSTAND-- a 
^ ITS YOU. 


SOMEONE TOLD ME 
^ THAT I TRIED TO KILL GOD* ^ 
OR AT LEAST MY SOUL DID, AND 
BECAUSE OF THAT MY SOUL WAS 
SENT TO HELL, WHICH tS WHERE 
THIS COSTUME COMES FROM. 
l THEN NOT LONG AGO I A 
^ SPROUTED... WINGS . 1 
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k HUGE , 

W GLOWING BLUE ' 
WINGS f AND THE 
POWER IT GAVE ME WAS,, 
UNBELIEVABLE / WHICH 
CONSIDERING WHAT I 
CAN DO AS SPAWN - 
L IMAGINE WHAT THAT a 
FELT LIKE/ 


DON'T 

KNOW WHAT 
. TO SAY. A 


is it 

W POSSIBLE? ^ 
r 1 GUESS, AT THIS 1 
POINT NOTHING 
WOULD SURPRISE ME. 
BUT IF YOU'RE ASKING 
IF I KNEW OF ANY 
'RESURRECTIONS'? J 
L THE ANSWER'S A 
NO. 


BUT GIVEN WHAT ^ 
I'VE SEEN YOUR POWER ^ 
DO ON TV-- YOU SOMEHOW 
BEING TOUCHED BY GOD' 
WOULD NT COME AS A 
GREAT SHOCK. THE MEDEA'S 
. ALREADY CALLING A 
^ YOU A MESSIAH, _^A 


W SO" YOU ^ 
TELL ME YOU 1 
THINK YOU'VE BEEN 
TO HEAVEN" THAT 
SOUNDS A WHOLE 
LOT BETTER THAN 
THE HELL I WAS 
LIVING HERE ON . 
L. EARTH/ A 


r I WASN'T ^ 
TOLD I WAS 
WANTED THERE... 
THEY SAID 1 TRIED 

l to KILL GOD! a 


JIMp.p 

1 WISH I 


CAN'T 


r WHAT 1 
THE HELL 
DOES THAT 
MEAN? , 


r AND EVEN ^ 
MORE 

BIZARRE" AS 
FAR AS I KNOW 
I'M NOT EVEN 
L RELIGIOUS. 


r I LL meet ~ 
YOU ON THE 
TOP FLOOR OF 
THAT BUNKER 
IN TWENTY 
k MINUTES. A 


but we 

BOTH CAME LOOKING™ 
FOR ANSWERS TO OUR 
PAST. I'M HOPING WE 
FIND IT HERE. TONIGHT 
SO WHY DONT VVE SPLIT 
UP AND SEE WHAT . 
^ WE CAN FIND, A 


5LRE. 

SOUND'S 

GOOD. 


* i,Sm l. 



■ COULD HELP 1 




■ YOU WITH 1 

- f 



m THAT, I I 







THIS 

PLACE 







KNOW 

IT, 


r WHERE 
I GAVE 
THE ORDERS 
THAT HELPED 
CREATE 
t THEM, j 


I'VE 

BEEN HERE 
BEFORE. 


r THIS IS ^ 

WHERE 3 

WATCHED.,, WHILE 
THEY WERE 
WORKING ON 
L. THEM, a 
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DAMN 

it; 


THERE 
HAS TO BE 
MORE FILES 
THAN 
THESE r 


WHATRE 

YOU 

DOING.,. : 
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1 THOUGHT ^ 
YOU WERE MEETING 
ME IN THE 

. observatory? 


r I WAS.. 7 — < 
I'M JUST DOING 
MY PART. ACTING 
LIKE I'M AN 
^ INTRUDER, ^ 


THEN YOU'RE 

r DOING A CONVINCING ^ 
JOB. BECAUSE TO ME IT 
LOOKED LIKE YOU WERE 
SEARCHING FOR SOMETHING 
I ADMIRE THE DEPTH 
YOU'VE TAKEN IN YOUR 
NEW ROLE. ^ 


I'M SURE IT'S 

V BEEN VERY HARD ON YOU-- 4 
BUT YOU'VE ALWAYS BEEN 
AWARE HOW MUCH WE REGARD 
LOYALTY. YOURS, SO FAR, HAS 
BEEN IMPECCABLE. DESPITE 
THE RATHER COMPLICATED 
^ SITUATIONS YOU'VE BEEN A 
INVOLVED IN. 


r I UNDERSTAND ^ 
MY LIFE ! I DON'T 
NEED ONE OF YOUR 
^ LECTURES. ^ 


r YOU'RE 1 
QUITE RIGHT 
FOR BOTH OF US 
IT'S FAR TOO 
LATE FOR THAT, 
ISN'T IT? A 








BUT WHETHER YOU 
r KNOW IT OR NOT- - YOU'VE ^ 
DONE US BOTHA FAVOR WITH 
YOUR ACTIONS. YOU'RE GETTING THE 
NECESSARY ANSWERS YOU REQUIRE 
WHILE I'M FINALLY IN A POSITION 
TO ACCOMPLISH MY ONE A 
TRUE GOAL . 


r and sadly - ^ 
NO ONE, OTHER 
THAN MYSELF, WAS 

ever privy to 

^ THAT GOAL. A 


YOU SEE, RICHARD-- 
W EVEN THOUGH I'VE BEEN ^ 

involved in dozens OF HIGHLY 1 

SENSITIVE INTERNATIONAL PLOYS- 
WITH HUNDREDS OF WORLD LEADERS 
OR THEIR SURROGATE S r THERE 
WAS STILL SOMETHING MISSING, . 
^ SOME GREATER PURPOSE A 
TO FULFILL, 


AND THOUGH 

THIS MAY SOUND SHALLOW X 
r TO YOU" THE CONSTANT > 
STRUGGLE TO HOLD AND MAINTAIN 
POWER CAN BE EXHAUSTING. RARELY 
IS THERE A MOMENT TO ENJOY YOUR 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS BECAUSE THE 
SCOPE AND REACH OF THAT POWER 
v ONLY FORCES OTHERS ON THE > 
V GLOBE TO TRY and TAKE IT A 
X AWAY FROM YOU, ^ 


THINK ABOUT 

W YOUR OWN STRUGGLES. ^ 
f TRYING TO ACCEPT LIVING 1 
AS THE CREATURE CALLED 
TREMOR/ THEN FINDING 
LATER THERE MAY BE ANOTHER 
ALTERNATIVE. BUT TO GET 
THERE YOU MIGHT HAVE TO 
SACRIFICE YOUR POWER , 
L KNOWING IT CAN BE A 
m. USED AS A FORCE A 
OF GOOD. 


IT'S THE 1 
PATH THAT 
BRINGS 
INNER 

peace, . 


^ SO WHICH PATH ^ 
DO YOU CHOOSE? 

WE BOTH KNOW 
THERE'S ONLY ONE 
^ ANSWER, a 





■H 


w NOW ^ 
WE'RE BOTH 
SO VERY 
CLOSE TO 
.THAT END, . 


CANT 
YOU FEEL 
L IT? A 


FEEL 

WHAT? 


oh come t 

T RICHARD/ WE'VE " 
BOTH BEEN AROUND 
HIM TOO LONG TO NOT 
KNOW WHEN HE'S CLOSE 
WHEN HIS SHADOW 
L HAS MERGED WITH j 
OUR OWN. ^ 


making ^ 

r THE AIR 1 
TAKE ON A 
SLIGHT CHILL., SO 
THE HAIR ON 
t OUR NECKS 
^ RISE. 


r AND ^ 
IT'S ALL SO 
VERY, 

VERY... a 




/'f T \ | 

W IT S ALL SO 1 
^SEDUCTIVE. J 
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^ THAT'S ^ 
ITS DIRECT 
YOUR ANGER 
v AT ME! y 


^ SPAWN! \ 
IT'S NOT 
WHAT IT 
LOOKS LIKE.' 
I CAN 
EXPLAIN' y 


r EXPLAIN ' 
WUATf THAT 

youve 

gETRAYEt? 

L m#i A 


YOU'LL 6I4IJT 
YOUR /AOUTW 
EF YOU mow 
WlAAT‘6 GOG9 
t FOR YOU/ j 















r ®€CA\Ab€^ 
MR, wm 
ANSI? 1 H££V 
TO HAVE 

a ume 

l l C^AT'/ J 


y^OR NO--"« 
POS£ RlChARP 11 
WORK FOR *■ 

depends 

ON YOUR 
t PERSPECTIVE 


^ WE NEED ^ 
HIM ALIVE/ SO... 
THE ANSWER IS 
YES! I MADE 
A DEAL WITH 
k^ WYNN. 4 


STOP tT/ 
YOU'RE 
KILLING 
HIM ! , 


W BUT ONLY 

BECAUSE HE ^ 
SEEMED TO WANT 
TO GET NEAR YOU SO 
BADLY/ BUT WHY?/ 
HE KNOWS YOU'VE 
GOT THE POWER 
3k. TO KILL HIM/ J\ 


r it's ^ 

because he ~ 

WANTS TO TELL YOU 
SOMETHING. 
SOMETHING THAT 
MIGHT CHANGE * 
k. YOUR life; A 


r THAT'S ^ 
WHY I DID 
THIS... NOT TO 
TRICK YOU, BUT 
TO GET YOU 
L ANSWERS/ A 











THEN SELFISHLY... 
f I WAS HOPING TO 1 
GET MY ANSWERS TOO! 

because so far I 

HAVEN'T BEEN ABLE TO DO 
THAT ANY BETTER THAN 
YOU- AND THIS WAS THE 
ONLY WAY I COULD THINK 
k OF TO FINALLY a 
GET THEM. 


LIAR/ 


SO IF YOU 

f WANT TO HURT ME™ ^ 
THERE'S NOT A DAMN 
THING I CAN DO TO STOP IT/ 
BUT I'M TELLING YOU SPAWN - 
WYNN HAS INFORMATION 
YOU WANT. AT LEAST GET 
L THAT BEFORE YOU SNUFF^ 
HIM OUT. 


koff 


THANKS, 
RICHARD... 
I OWE YOU 
ONE, 


koff 


NOW WHY 
DON'T WE 
CUT RIGHT 
TO THE 
CHASE. 
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WHY? WHY Nfl 

W WOULD 1 LIE TO B 



5 


YOU? MY POWERS ! 




El 

Bl i ‘ \±t B 

m ARE GONE- - YOU M 


m JrJ 


R i*j3B 

^ TOOK THOSE. A, 









EVERYTHING 

► YOU'RE SEARCHING ^ 

FOR WAS PUT IN MOTION BY 
YOU IT'S ALL A BYPRODUCT 
OF ORDERS YOU GAVE YEARS 
AGO. SO YOU GO AHEAD AND 
CALL YOURSELF WHATEVER YOU 
WANT. KRAMER, DOWNING, 
t SPAWN. MAKES NO A 

DIFFERENCE TO ME. 


ALL 1 KNOW 

V IS THAT TOGETHER, ^ 
YOU AND I WERE ABLE 
TO MANIPULATE CERTAIN 
FACTIONS OF POLITICAL 
POWERS ALL ACROSS THE 
GLOBE, SO THAT WHEN THE 
PROPER TIME CAME WE 
WOULD HAVE THE RIGHT . 
L PIECES IN THE RIGHT A 
PLACES. 


r YOU > 
KNOW WHAT 
TONIGHT 
IS** DON'T 
v YOU? > 


HERE... 
LET ME 
SHOW 
YOU. 


IT'S THE CONTROL 
/ OF POWER BEING SET FOR \ 
r ANOTHER four years, and 
THOUGH MOST AMERICANS JUST 
RECENTLY MADE UP THEIR MINDS- 
PEOPLE LIKE US HAVE BEEN 
WORKING THE BACK ROOMS FOR 
DECADES ! MAKING SURE THAT 
L. WE WOULD GET THE RESULTS 
WE WANTED. 


r THAT'S NOT ^ 
HOW THIS WORKS-” 
AND YOU KNOW fll 
SINCE MOST OF THE 
MISSION'S MODEL 
WAS BASED ON 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
BY YOU. A 


r I DON'T ^ 
CARE WHO ELSE 
YOU'VE CONNED 
ALONG THE WAY. 

THIS IS ABOUT 
YOU AND I. NOT 
. ANYONE ELSE/ . 
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YOU WERE 

r SO EAGER TO BRING 1 
THOSE HIGH RANKING 
CONNECTIONS OF YOURS 
ON 0OARD-- BECAUSE YOU 
KNEW THEY WANTED 
L THE SAME THINGS 
YOU DID. 


MONEY 

POWER. 

FAME. 


I REMEMBER 

r HOW YOU USED TO ^ 
LAUGH BEHIND THEIR 
BACKS- AT HOW EASILY THEY 
TRADED THEIR INTEGRITY FOR 
A CHANCE TO BE CLOSE TO 
THE ACTION. AND TONIGHT.., 
THE CULMINATION OF ALL 
L THAT PLANNING FINALLY A 
BEARS FRUIT. 


> SOj YOU WANT 

W to stand there and i 

TELL ME YOU'RE ONLY 
CONCERNED ABOUT YOURSELF, 
THATS FINE. UNFORTUNATELY, 
THE REALITY IS OUR FINAL 
PIECE HAS JUST BEEN PUT IN 
PLACE AND THE OBAMA 
CAMP WAS ALWAYS MORE 
L THAN WILLING TO V 

join us. 
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AMERICA. £7 

/ I BELIEVE WE CAN \ 
f KEEP THE PROMISE OF ^ 
OUR FOUNDtNG,„THE IDEA 
THAT IF YOU’RE WILLING TO 
WORK HARD , IT DOESN’T 
MATTER WHO YOU ARE. „ OR 
WHERE YOU COME FROM ... 

OR WHAT YOU LOOK . 
r LIKE , OR WHERE / 

YOU LOVE . 


IT DOESN’T 

X MATTER IF YOU'RE T 
BLACK OR WHITE . OR X 
HISPANIC . OR ASIAN + OR 
NATIVE AMERICAN - OR 
YOUNG OR OLD, OR RICH 
OR POOR... ABLED, DISABLED , 
GAY OR STRAIGHT YOU CAN 
MAKE IT HERE IN AMERICA , 
> IF YOU’RE WILLING X 
TO TRY 7 


r I REMEMBER ^ 
BEING THAT NAIVE 
ONCE. THINKING 
1 CONTROLLED MY 
OWN DESTINY. 

^ BUT... 




23 Years Ago. 



■p^ I'LL BE DOING 

.MOST OF THE BRIEFING 
DURING THIS SESSION- a E 
THOUGH YOU'RE WELCOME TO fi 1 
ADD ANY DETAIL SPECIFICS 

I MIGHT MISS. ^ YES r 

O IV Vi AND ER 


^ AS YOU KNOW, YOUR 
f RECENT SECURITY UPGRADE BY X 
THE COMMISSION MEANS WE BELIEVE 
YOU^RE READY FOR INCLUSION TO OUR 
ONGOING CLANDESTINE MEETINGS', YOU 
SHOULD BE QUITE PROUD OF YOURSELF, 
V AGENT WYNN ... VERY FEW EVER J 
MAKE IT THIS FAR. 

I DO yolv 
f HAVE YOUR 
[ REPORTS IN 
V ORDER? , 


1 DO. THEY 
INCLUDE ALL 


^ ... AS WELL ^ 

AS PRELIMINARY 
INSIGHT FOR A 
POTENTIAL GERMAN 
^ FACILITY. ^ 


S GORBACHEV V 
AND THE SOVIETS 
ARE ON THE BRINK 
OF COLLAPSE, MEAN 
ING THEY LL BE 
MORE DESPERATE 
TV THAN EVER, v 


EXCELLENT. 

ESPECIALLY 

/ SINCE SO MANY X i 
/ NATIONS HAVE BEGUN N 
/ CUTTING THEIR MILITARY 

f spending because of current 

ECONOMIC CONCERNS. THAT 
GLOBAL REDUCTION HAS PUT 
\ EVEN GREATER PRESSURE ON THE 
\ U.S. TO INTERVENE FURTHER , 
\ INTO THE UNREST FROM / 
V THE MIDDLE EAST. 


THAT'S WHY THIS V-~- 
/ MEETING IS IMPORTANT. < 
THESE 'AGENTS' KNOW 
AMERICA IS THEIR BEST 
CHANCE TO FURTHER THEIR 
AGENDA, AND WHY WE HAVE 
TO CONTINUE ENCOURAGING 
. THEM TO SIGN THE FINAL 
\ DRAFT TO OUR LATEST / 
OFFER. 


r WE TAKE A 
OUR NEED TO 
BE 'THE' CONDUIT 
FOR HEAVEN'S 
EARTHLY DUTIES 
l VERY SERIOUSLY. . 


"...I WAS YOUNG. 
DIDN'T KNOW BETTER 
FORTUNATELY JT 
DIDN'T LAST LONG." 



Q THE FINANCIAL 

P DATA YOU / 
j^REQ U ESTED. .Jt 
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^ THEY'LL NEVER ^ 
LOOK YOU 
DIRECTLY IN THE 
EYE" I THINK IT r S 
SOME SUPERIORITY 
^ THING, A 


W IT TOOK ME 1 
AWHILE TO GET 
USED TO IT, 
ALONG WITH 
THEIR OTHER ODD 
L MANNERISMS, J 


ONE 

LAST 

THING. 


AHH... < 
GENTLEMEN/ 
RIGHT ON TIME" 
GOOD/ THEY LIKE 
v PUNCTUALITY, j 


t WE'LL DISPENSE 1 
WITH ANY SMALL 
TALK AND JUST GET 
RIGHT DOWN TO 
L BUSINESS, 


OUR GOAL HERE 
TONIGHT IS FOR BOTH ^ 
PARTIES TO TRY AND 
FIND COMMON STRATEGIES 
THAT'LL ALLEVIATE ANY 
FURTHER ESCALATION OF 
MILITARY FORCE IN THE MIDDLE 

east - and at the same 

l TIME NOT COMPROMISE . 
\ ANY OF OUR ACCESS TO A 
THAT REGION, 
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WE APPRECIATE YOUR 
7 GOVERNMENT'S CONTINUED 1 
EFFORTS TO SECURE THE 
TARGETED AREAS WE NEED. BUT 
ANY FURTHER DELAYS WILL 
SUBSTANTIALLY HINDER OUR A 
\ LEADER S STRATEGIC A 
X. POSITIONING, 


OF COURSE. 
BY THE WAY, 
HOW IS YOUR 
SUPERIOR? 


r AT THE MOMENT ^ 
HE IS QUITE CONCERNED 
THAT YOUR UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT ISN'T 
HOLDING UP IT'S END OF 
^ THE BARGAIN, ^A 


YOU'LL NEED 
A BETTER 
CODE NAME 
THAT WON'T Pi SS 
EM OFF. 


I'M 1 
SPECIAL 
AGENT 
JASON 


i/MF 




d 


r I LIKE TO ^ 
CALL THEM THE 
GOP SOUAP'-' BUT 
THEY DON’T SEEM 
TO HAVE A SENSE 
OF HUMOR. . 




WE NEED 

f TO GET TOTAL \ 
COOPERATION FROM AS 1 
MANY OF OUR ALLIES AS 
POSSIBLE, THOUGH the REAL 
REASONS BEHIND OUR 
OPERATIONS WILL REMAIN A 
SECRET TO them, AS WILL 
^ THE EXISTENCE OF OUR A 
V. FRIENDS HERE. 
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r NOW ^ 
PLEASE 
INTRODUCE 
YOUR- 
. SELVES, , 


^ SO YOU A 
KNOW I'M 
ALREADY VESTED 
IN MOST OF THE 
REQUESTS YOU'VE 
^ ISSUED US. > 


N J I'M ^ 
COMMANDER 
HAGGERTY. I BELIEVE 
I'VE BRIEFLY MET A 
COUPLE OF YOU IN 
V THE PAST. ^ 


r OUR LORD ^ 
IS ALMIGHTY 
AND WILL 
RETURN FAVORS 
TO THOSE HE 
k. TRUSTS, A 
















' I MUST 

/ RESPECTFULLY X 1 
f DISAGREE. THE BOLIVIAN N 
FORCES HAVE JOINED IN 
WITH THE AFGHAN REBELS TO 
MAKE SURE THAT ALL OF 
YOUR SACRED DEAD A 
X ZONES' ARE PROPERLY A 
ilv FORTIFIED, ^ ■ 


■ THOUGH X* ' 

/ NONE OF THEM ARE\ 
/ EVEN AWARE THEY'RE \ 
PROTECTING SOME OF 
HEAVEN'S PORTALS. OUR 
COMPLICATION IS THAT THE 
DESIGNATION OF WHERE 
YOUR GOD PUT THOSE 
DEAD ZONES' MIGHT 
V HAVE MADE SENSE A J 
\ THOUSAND YEARS A 
X AGO BUT... X ‘. £ 


BUT/... ON TODAY'S 
W GEO-POLITICAL MAP 3T MEANS ^ 
WE RE INFRINGING ON TERRITORIES 1 
WE HAVE NO LEGAL BUSINESS BEING 
IN / SO, IT ISN 'T OUR POLICIES THAT 
ARE SLOWING DOWN THIS PROCESS. 
WE'VE DONE EVERYTHING IN OUR 
POWER TO SHIFT BLAME ON THE 
SOVIETS. AND SO FAR THAT'S ALL THE 
WORLD BELIEVES THIS IS-- JUST 
v MORE CIVIL UNREST i 

X BETWEEN NEIGHBORING ^ 
V COUNTRIES/ 


THOSE ARE 
STRONG WORDS 
AGENT WYNN, 


THAT IS WHY ^ 
WE HAVE BEEN 1 
CHANNELING MONIES TO 
THE PROPER INDIVIDUALS 
SO THEY CAN INVEST INTO 

your operations 

^ UNDETECTED. A 


WHICH 
HAS BEEN 
WORING... 


MY 

f APOLOGIES. 1 ^ 
MEANT NO 
DISRESPECT. I JUST 
WANT TO MAKE SURE 
WE'RE ALL DEALING 
WITH THE CURRENT 
i REALITIES OF THIS J 
WORLD. A 


...THOUGH ^n. gF V 
r FROM OUR \ | 

PERSPECTIVE. THE \ f 
NEED FOR ANOTHER 
TYPE OF SOLDIER IS / • * ,1 

BECOMING QUITE 

V APPARENT. WE CAN'T CONTINUE 

X X TO SEND IN U.S. BACKED TROOPS ^ 

Y WITHOUT EVENTUALLY TIPPING OUR 
/ HAND, AND SINCE HEAVEN WANTS ITS 
WARRIORS TO REMAIN NEUTRAL IN ALL OF 
THIS-* OUR BEST OPTION FOR THE FUTURE, 
IS TO JUST USE LESS AGENTS. BUT TO DO 
i THAT WE WILL NEED MORE FUNDING. 

\ WITH THE ULTIMATE GOAL BEING THE 
\ CREATION OF A NEW STRAIN OF MAN, ONE 
\ FUSED WITH BOTH THE ATTRIBUTES OF^ 
X^ A HUMAN AND AN ANGEL. 









^ WE HAVE HAD ^ 
SIMILAR DISCUSSIONS 
AND BELIEVE A HYBRID 
AGENT WOULD SERVE 
. MANY PURPOSES. ^ 


BECAUSE 

r AS YOU KNOW... ^ 
PROTECTING OUR 
'DEAD ZONES' IS THE 
FRONT HALF OF OUR RELA 
TIONSHIR THE SECOND - 
AND PERHAPS MORE 
IMPORTANT PIECE IS 
k FINDING THE LOCATION 
OF HELL'S "DEAD A 
Kk ZONES'. ^ 


r I KNOW 
YOU'VE BEEN 
PRESSING 
THAT FOR 
QUITE SOME 
w TIME... , 


r rr .$INCE > 

THEIR CREATION 
THOUSANDS OF 
t YEARS AGO, > 


W UM.„ RIGHT. WE'RE ^ 
BOTH AWARE OF A FEW OF 1 
THEM AND HAVE BEEN KEEPING 
STEADY SURVEILLANCE A 
ON THEM. 


/ THEN I'VE 
GOT A SIMPLE " 
SOLUTION. WHY 
DON'T WE JUST 
COMMANDEER 
THE ZONES WE 
KNOW ABOUT 
INSTEAD OF JUST 
. MONITORING i 
L THEM? A 


r THAT ISN'T 
enough, THE 
CONSTANT EVIL ON 
YOUR WORLD IS 
% LEAKING' FROM 
PLACES WE ARE YET 
k AWARE OF. J 


BECAUSE, ^ 
v AGENT WYNN... THERE 1 
IS A TREATY IN PLACE/ 
WE ARE, AT THIS TIME, 
OBLIGATED TO OBEY ALL 
THE PROVISIONS OF 
V THAT AGREEMENT. J 


r anything ^ 

ELSE WOULD 
BE CONSIDERED 
TREASON ON 
THE PART OF 
Sv HEAVEN. J\ 


RkQ 


IRAN 


t AND WHAT IF 
f YOU FIND OUT HELL 1 
HASN'T BEEN LIVING BY 
THE SAME STANDARDS? 

YOU DON'T PAY THE 
PRICE - WE DO/ BECAUSE 
IT'S ALL HAPPENING A 
k HERE ON EARTH/ A 







BECAUSE \ 
W I QUICKLY FOUND \ 
/ OUT HEAVEN WAS \ 
ALWAYS INTERESTED 
IN CONTROLLING AND 
CORRUPTING THE SOULS OF 
MEN. PERHAPS MORE THAN 
HELL. THEY'RE JUST BETTER 
AT DISGUISING tT BECAUSE 
they knew mankind had 
BEGUN BUILDING 
L ENTIRE ORGANIZATIONS A 
m. AROUND M 

^ RELIGION. 


' AND WHEN X 
/ HUMANS DECIDED \ 

' TO PICK HEAVEN AS \ 
THE GOOD GUYS IN 1 
THEIR WRITINGS, GOD 
AND HIS ANGELS HAD TO 
KEEP UP THE APPEARANCE 
THEY WERE THE POLAR 
OPPOSITE OF HELL- 
ITS REALLY BEEN THE 
t GREATEST CON i 
L PERPETRATED UPON A 
^ MANKIND. 


X I KNEW THEN XI 
f THAT I'D HAVE TO \ 
BUILD POWER WITHIN 
THE STRUCTURE OF 
MANKIND. USING 
POLITICS. HUMAN AID. 
WEAPON EXCHANGES. 
WHATEVER IT TOOK TO 
ASSURE THAT WE 
WOULDN'T BE CAUGHT 
ON THE SHORT END 
k OF ANY MISSTEP A 
BY HEAVEN. A 


W THAT WAS X 
f THE MOMENT Y 
I FIRST BEGAN 
TO UNDERSTAND. 

HEAVEN WAS 
TRUSTING HELL TO 
BEHAVE AND VICE 
VERSA? THINK 
l OF THAT j 
k ABSURDITY. A 


r WHATS > 
ANY OF 
THAT GOT 
TO DO WITH 
v ME? > 


^ I'M GETTING 
r THERE- BECAUSE 1 
THE PART OF THOSE 

conversations that 

GRABBED MY 
ATTENTION THE MOST... 

WAS THE IDEA 
L OF A 'HYBRID' A 
^ SOLDIER/ At 


r AND X 
THAT- MY 
DEAR FRIEND, 
KRAMER- IS 
HOW WE FIRST 
MET, 



Bf V>- 

i l j'- * 
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THE CONSTANT STRIFE IN THAT PART OF THE WORLD 
CONTINUES TO BE ATTRIBUTED TO THE COLLAPSE OF THE 
SOVIET EMPIRE* SINCE SPLITTING INTO A NUMBER OF SMALLER 
COUNTRIES, EACH WITH THEIR OWN GOVERNING BODIES, 
EXPERTS STILL BELIEVE COMPETING COUNTRIES IN THE MIDDLE 
EAST ARE TRIPPING OVER EACH OTHER IN THE PURSUIT 
OF CAPTURING SOME OF THE POWER INFLUENCE IN 
THOSE SURROUNDING AREAS* 

COMPLICATING MATTERS EVEN FURTHER IS THE RECENT 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT'S DECISION 
TO BEGIN WITHDRAWING SOME OF ITS WEAPONS EXCHANGE 
PROGRAMS FROM SOME OF OUR MOST TRUSTED ALLIES, 
THOSE MOVES, WHICH THE WHITE HOUSE ATTRIBUTES 
TO BUDGETARY CONSTRAINTS, HAS ONLY ESCALATED 
THE TURMOIL WITHIN SOME COUNTRIES* 


RECENT INVESTIGATIVE REPORTS INDICATE THAT IT MIGHT 
NOT BE THE SOVIET COLLAPSE DRIVING MOST OF THE ACTIONS 
NEAR THE SYRIAN BORDERS, INSTEAD OUR JOURNALISTS 
HAVE CONFIRMED THAT MORE THAN ONE MILITARY FACTION, 
WHICH WAS VERY LOYAL TO AMERICAS CAUSES, HAS 
NOW ABANDONED THEIR COALITION WITH THE US. ARMY. 
SOURCES SAY THAT CONSTANT DISAGREEMENTS OVER 
WHERE MANY OF THE WATCH POSTS WERE BEING 
POSITIONED CONTRIBUTED TO THE BREAK UP. 

ACCORDING TO ONE HIGH RANKING OFFICIAL FROM THAT 
REGION, THE STATIONS BEING BUILT ARE IN THE MIDDLE OF 
NOWHERE IN SOME CASES. AND IN A DIRECT QUOTE HE 
SAID, "THE US, APPEARS TO BE PROTECVNG NOTHING/ 

THEY HAVE SECURED RINGS AROUND VARIOUS AREAS 
WHERE NO PEOPLE RESIDE AND NO TRANSPORT 
LINES EXIST,” 


I'M TELLING YOU FOLKS.,. 

NOT FOR A SECOND A*. EXPERTS ARE TRYING TO USE THE 
RUSSIANS AS A CONVENIENT SCAPEGOAT FOR FAILED U.S. 
MILITARY INCOMPETENCE/ IF I WAS A MUSLIM FAITHFUL, I'D BE 
TICKED OFF TOO/ FIRST AMERICANS GET THEM TO START A 
FIGHT AGAINST THE SOVIETS BY LOADING THEM DOWN WITH HEAVY 
ARTILLIARY,,, THEN WE PULL THOSE SUPPLIES WHILE STILL 
ASKING THEM TO ASSIST US JN SETTING UP CAMPS DESIGNED 
TO KEEP PEOPLE AWAY FROM AREAS WHERE PEOPLE HAVE 
NEVER WANTED TO GO IN THE FIRST PLACE/ 

GIMME A BREAK// 

NOW WE HAVE COUNTRIES CHANGING SIDES FROM WEEK-TO- 
WEEK BECAUSE NO ONE OVER THERE HAS A CLUE ON WHO TO 
TRUST/ CAN YOU IMAGINE THE COMPLETE MISSTEPS ON OUR 
SIDE WHEN OUR ALLIES ARE WONDERING IF SIDING WITH 
THE FORMER SOVIETS IS THE ROUTE TO GO?/ THANK GOP 
THE FUNDING IS DRYING UP FOR THESE INSANE MISSIONS 
US TAX PAYERS ARE SPONSORING/ 





r l DO NT KNOW ^ 
WHY THE PRESIDENT 
I S DRAGGING HIS 
FEET WITH OUR 
REQUEST' ^ 


UNFORTUNATELY, 
r HE HASN'T BEEN ABLE TO ~ 
GET CONGRESS ON HIS SIDE 
AS SWIFTLY AS HE'D HOPED. 

THOUGH THE REPUBLICAN 
HOUSE LEADER BELIEVES HE 
CAN GET THE NECESSARY 
v VOTES NEEDED TO A 
X, BROKER A DEAL, 


THIS IS THE 

r PROBLEM WITH OUR 1 
DIVISION. THEY WANT US 
TO ACT AUTONOMOUSLY 
WHILE CUTTING OUR 
BUDGET ATTHE SAME TIME ! 

THOSE POLITICAL SHITS 
l ARE JEOPARDIZING OUR j 
FX ARMS DEALINGS, 


THAT'S ALREADY 
r BEGUN. WE'VE LOST 1 
THEIR TRUST IN A FEW OF 
THE SAUDI REGIONS 
ALREADY. IT'S ALMOST AS IF 
THE MONEY STREAM FROM 
HEAVEN IS INTENTIONALLY j 


f AND WITHOUT ^ 
THAT FLOW OF 
WEAPONS SOME 
OF OUR ALLIES WILL 
L TURN ON US. A 


BY THE WAY, ^11 
Y COMMANDER WYNN, 

' MY WIFE WANTED ME TO 
ALSO CONGRATULATE YOU ON 
YOUR RECENT PROMOTION. 
SHE THINKS IT'LL BE GOOD 
l FOR MY HEART THAT 
k I'M NOT IN CHARGE A 
F»W ANYMORE. 


^ SHE'S RIGHT. YOU ^ 
DID LET THE STRESS GET 
TO YOU. PLEASE, GIVE 
HER MY BEST. ^ 


I'VE BEEN THINKING 
THE SAME THING. ITS LIKE^ 
THEY'RE TRYING TO GO AT IT 
ON THEIR OWN AND DON'T 
WANT AMERICA OR ANYONE 
. ELSE KNOWING WHAT , 
THEY'RE UP TO. 


W ^ LOOK AT THIS 

Y REPORT/ I SWEAR 

Y HEAVEN AND IT'S 1 

GOON SQUAD IS TRYING TO 
RUB MY NOSE IN IT/ IF THEY 
RESTRICT THEIR FINANCIAL 

SUPPORT WE LOSE MOST OF 
OUR INTEL. WE LL BE FLYING 
BLIND. AND IF I DIDN'T KNOW 
ANY BETTER... I D SAY A 
L HEAVEN IS TRYING TO A 
CHEAT US! 


EXACTLY/ M 

WE NEED TO 
BEGIN SETTING UP OUR 
W OWN COALITION OF SENATORS, 
■ CONGRESSMEN, LOBBYISTS AND 
/Y OTHER INTEREST GROUPS THAT 
m WILL BE LOYAL DIRECTLY TO US, 
^ PEOPLE AND VOTES WE A 
CAN CONTROL. ^u| 


w 

I 3r fl 



UK BEING SHUT OFF, 
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SINCE 

^ MOST OF THOSE IN ~ 
WASHJNGTON ARE ONLY 
CONCERNED ABOUT THEIR OWN 
RE-ELECTION WE CAN QUICKLY 
SET UP A SYSTEM THAT'LL GET THEM 
l TO CONSTANTLY VOTE IN > 
OUR DIRECTION* 


r it's i 

AMAZING 
WHAT A FEW 

thousand 

DOLLARS IN 
DONATIONS 
WILL BUY 
L YOU. A 


r THEN WE ^ 
WONT HAVE TO 
PUT UP WITH 
HEAVEN'S B.S* IN 
t THE FUTURE, a 


r WE TURN ^ 
THEIR POLITICAL 
AMBITIONS INTO 
OUR OPERATIONAL 
GOALS. A 
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UMBRAS 
APS/PUE 
MOVERIS . 
CAVETE/} 


WHAT'RE 

YOU 

DOING?.' 


POYOU 
HEAR 
. ME !! . 


WHAT 15 

HAGGERTY...? THIS? WE'RE ^ 

SUPPOSED TO BE 

L* .‘ftl HEADING NORTH DRIVER.../? 
R TO OUR SUMMIT 
\ .MEETING/ jM\ 


ARE YOU... 
SPEAKING 
LATIN?* 






m 


r THAIS 
AN ORDER/ 


GOPPAMMITr 

PUT DOWN 
THAT GUN/ 


* HE IS. THE TRANSLATION IS; 
" THE SHADOWS ARE CON- 
STAN TL Y MO VI NS . BEWA RE V' 







THIS IS 
SOME KtND 
Of TRAP/ , 


WE NEED 

TO GET OUT 
OF HERE, , 






«, [F IT ]S A 
TRAP- THEY 
ALREADY 
KNOW WE'RE 
. HERE. > 


LET'S GO 
INSIDE. 


SHUT UP! 

I DON'T 
WANT YOUR 
t OPINION. , 


GLAD YOU 
COULD MAKE IT, 
MR. WYNN. WE 
HAVE MUCH TO 
. TALK A&OUT. 



F i 








W . St k w 















^ A POSSIBLE ^ 
FRIEND- 
ONE WILLING TO 
JOIN YOU IN 
. YOUR CAUSE, a 


WHO THE 
F*CK ARE 
YOU? 


THOUGH ^ 
W I SUSPECT YOU'LL 
| NEED MORE THAN 
I JUST MY WORDS 
^ TO CONVINCE 
YOU. 


Y THAT'S WHERE ^ 
YOU COME IN. 

IF YOU HELP FRONT 
THIS EXPERIMENT WE'D 
BE WILLING TO OFFER 
YOU EVEN MORE 
POWER THAN YOU 
NOW POSSESS. A 


THERE'S 
A MAN... 


A MAN YOU 

Y MIGHT BE QUITE INTERESTED^ 
r IN MEETING. HE HAS BEGUN 1 
PRELIMINARY WORK ON GENETIC 
CODING. HOPING TO UNLOCK THE 
SECRETS TO GENE SPLICING AND 
D.N.A. augmentation. HE AND 
HIS STAFF HAVE AN ABUNDANCE 
OF KNOWLEDGE -SOME OF 
L the MOST SOPHISTICATED ON i 
^ EARTH- BUT WHAT HE A 
LACKS IS FUNDING. 


INTRIGUED? 



W COME MOW/ ^ 
MR, WYNN, DON'T 1 
LOOK SO SURPRISED. 
SURELY YOU CANT BE 
SO NAIVE AS TO MOT 
BE PREPARED FOR 
k MOMENTS LIKE j 
THIS. ^ 


V THIS CASE ^ 
I'M HOLDING 
CONTAINS ALL THE 
INFORMATION 
t YOU'LL NEED. A 


SIR, WE 
NEED TO 
LEAVE/ 


r YOU ON THE ^ 
OTHER HAND/ 
MR, WYNN, WERE 
NEVER FULLY ON 
HEAVEN'S SIDE TO 
l BEGIN WITH, J 


THIS IS 
BuLlSHiTJ 1 
DONT LISTEN 
TO HIM, 
JASON/ 


W BUT I'M UNDER 

STRICT ORDERS TO N 
DELIVER THIS 'GIFT' TO YOU 
ONLY. BECAUSE MR. HAGGERTY 
HAS BECOME CORRUPTED “ 
WILLING TO JUMP SIDES WITH- 
OUT BEING BRIBED, HIS TYPE 
CAN T BE TRUSTED. A 



r SO THIS ISN'T ^ 
ABOUT WHAT WE 
WANT OR WHAT THEY 
WANT. IT IS SIMPLY A 
MATTER OF WHAT 
YOU WANT, A 


r moan 

LET $ GO! 
NOW/... BEFORE 
HE SPEWS 
MORE LIES TO A 

K you. A 


MR. HAGGERTY 
SEEMS AFRAID 
OF THE TRUTH, 


YOUR 
MOVE, MR 
. WYNN, 


YOU LYING 
BASTARD / 





here... mm m 
THIS is r USE 
YOURS WHAT'S 
MOW, a INSIDE 
WISELY. 


SOON, WEU 

/CONTACT YOU'- ASKING FOR^ 
r YOUR HELP IN SECURING THE 1 
TERRAIN AROUND HELL'S 'DEAD 
ZONES', AMD IF YOU DO WHAT WE 
THINK YOU'RE CAPABLE OF, WE 
HAVE SPIES ON THE OTHER S]DE 
THAT WILL VOUCH FOR YOU IN 
t YOUR QUEST TO CONTROL A 
V THE NEW HYBRIDS WE ^ 
> HOPE YOU 8U1LD. 


r AND THAT ^ 
IS JUST THE 
BEGINNING OF 
WHAT WE CAN 
l OFFER YOU. ^ 


r SUCH LOYALTY 
WOULD MAKE 
YOU A WORTHY. 

t 'REDEEMER /* 





^ THAT ^ 
W WAS IT. THAT ^ 
f WAS HOW I 1 
CAME TO BE 

YOUR PARTNER, 
BECAUSE LIKE 
EVERYTHING ELSE IN 
THE WORLD “YOUR 

'wzofecr 

COULD SERVE A 
GREATER MISSION. 

L SO I NEEDED TO 
L USE WHAT YOU A 
^ HAD. 


AND ALONG THE WAY 
I BUILT A SECRET EMPIRE THAT 
~ GRADUALLY ASSERTED tTS INFLUENCE IN \ 
ALMOST ALL ASPECTS OF U.S, GOVERNMENT 
FROM LOCAL MAYORS ALL THE WAY TO THE 
TOP. WE EVEN HAD A HAND IN THE SELECTION 
OF SOME KEY UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT 
APPOINTEES, SO THAT WHEN THE CASE OF 
CiTtZE NS UNITED" CAME BEFORE THEM, WE 
^ ALREADY KNEW THEY'D VOTE TO ALLOW J 
UNLIMITED FUNDS TO BE DONATED 
ANONYMOUSLY. 


THAT MADE 
MY JOB EVEN 
EASIER. 


FROM THERE IT WAS 
Y J U S T A M ATTE R O F LETTI N G ^ 
YOU AND YOUR COMPANY THINK 1 
YOU WERE THE ONES STEERING 
THE AGENDAS. WHEN IT WAS REALLY 
THE OPPOSITE. NEAR THE END I 
HAD MOST OF THE SCIENCE A 
L I WANTED BUT YOU STILL A 
NEEDED MY MONEY, ^ * 


r THAT'S ^ 
WHY YOUR 
COMPANY 
BECAME SO 
INDEBTED 
. TO US. j 


BULLSHIT/ 


1 HAD NO 

CHOICE/ 


NOT AFTER I 
FOUND OUT YOU 1 
HAD SOME WEIRD 
CONNECTION WITH 
MY GREATEST SUCCESS 
A LINK YOU DIDN'T 
EVEN KNOW ABOUT/ 

L YOU HAD TO BE j 
W STOPPED // 


r THEN 1 
WHY SHUT IT 
DOWN? THAT 
WAS YOUR 
CALL, NOT 
L MINE t A 






r AMD 1 ^ 

thought 

I DID. ■ 


BUT HERE ^ 
WE ARE. 
OBVIOUSLY, 
I DIDN'T DO 
MY JOB. 


SO I 
WANT 
WHATS 
MINE. 


i CREATED 

r SPAWN... NOT YOU' 1 
I HELPED BRING HIS 
POWERS TO EARTH. BUT 
NOW YOU'VE STOLEN 
THEM FROM ME. I'M 
l ABOUT TO STEAL 
^ THEM BACK. 


YOU'RE 

MAD. 


PERHAPS 


r THOUGH ^ 
IN THE end 
I LL GET THEM 
. BOTH. 


r YOU SEE, ..THAT ^ 
COSTUME YOU'RE 
WEARING-- YOU'RE 
GOING TO GIVE 
IT TO ME. 

THEN MORE 
L IMPORTANTLY... - 




^ ...you'Rg 
going to vm& 


BACK! 






I — ■./ 
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I WAS SO CLOSE 


"AFTER YEARS OF 
SEARCHING* SCOURING 

thousands of files- 

HE FINALLY APPEARED. 


MY STAFF --THEY 
COULDN'T SEE IT, THEY 
SAID HE WASN'T ANY 
DIFFERENT FROM 
HUNDREDS OF OTHERS 
WE INTERVIEWED 
BEFORE HIM. 


"IT WASN'T WHAT HE SAID. 
OR THE WAY HE ACTED, IT 

was his eyes, everything 

I NEEDED TO KNOW WAS 
THERE WITH THE SOULLESS 

LOOK HE FIRST GAVE ME. 

- -■ 


"GOD- HE 
WAS PERFECT/ 






^ ,41 "BUT I KNEW..* THE MOMENT 

HE WALKED IN THE ROOM, 

- — 


*■ - - 1 . * • * ^ ^ 


U HE HAD DEVOTION, 
STRENGTH, AND COMPLETE 
AND UTTER INDIFFERENCE 
TO THE VIOLENCE HE 
INFLICTED." 







]T WAS 

MAGNIFICENT/ 


he always ^ 

HAD A CLEAR 
VISION OF WHAT HE 
WAS DOING— LIKE AN 
ARTIST PAINTING A 
V MASTERPIECE. J 


^ THAT'S X 
WHY I CHOSE 
HIM. 1 KNEW THIS 
RARE FIND COULD 
EVENTUALLY MEET 
v HELLS NEEDS. > 


LIEUTENANT COLONEL 


THAT WAS HIS NAME 
TEN TIMES THE MAN 
YOU'LL EVER BE' 


SO WE GROOMED 

f HIM. MARKING HIM AS THE ^ 
PRIME CANDIDATE FOR THE 
PROJECT 7 HE WAS TO 0E THE PRIZE 
PATIENT YOU'D SOME DAY CONVERT 
INTO AN ULTIMATE HYBRID “ 
WHO D BE NEITHER MAN NOR 
L MONSTER- BUT A PERFECT A 
BLEND OF BOTH. 


^ AND WITH ^ 
HIS DELIVERY 
TO HELL I WOULD 
BE GIVEN ALL THE 
JUST REWARDS 
I'D BEEN 

V PROMISED. J 






■Pl _ 














F TUEN WHY 
AM J 

WEARING*^ 

COh 


IT'S NOT A ^ 
COSTUME. IT'S 
ARMOR, j 


AN 

IMPORTANT ^ 

f distinction 1 

YOU'VE YET TO 

iearn. meaning 
the symbiote now 

CONTROLS YOU- 

your existence as 

JIM DOWNING IS J 
L A COMPLETE A 
^ FRAUD' M 


LIVING 

ARMOR 


r £ITU£R > 

WAY.., YOUR 
&OY $\MMQm 
\$V£AQ. VM 
S. NOT/ > 


r YOU'RE ~ 
JUST 

A CATAIYST 
FOR THE 
l ARMOR/ i 




YOU IDIOT/ ^1 

f DON'T YOU GET IT? ^ 
r HE WAS THE ONE YOU ’ 
WANTED// WHAT YOUR 
EXPERIMENTS WERE ABOUT/ 
YOU WERE SO GODDAMN 
SELF-ABSORBED- TRYING 
TO ALTER YOUR PATIENTS' 
D.N.A.- THAT YOU NEVER 
THOUGHT THAT MAYBE,. 
l JUST MAYBE, SOME OF i 
k THAT D.N.A. WAS — 
^ AL READY THERE/ jM 


‘YOU DIDNT HAVE TO SPLICE ANY 
GENES OR HAVE YOUR STAFF DISSECT 
EVERY POSSIBILITY... BECAUSE HE 
ALREADY HAD IT IN HIM. 1 


"BUT WE NEVER GOT TO HIM/ 
BECAUSE YOU F*CKED EVERYTHING 
UP BEFORE THAT. YOUR F+CKING 
DELUSIONS AND PARANOIA- IT 
RUINED IT FOR ALL Of US/ I DIDNY 
SHUT US DOWN, THE WHITE HOUSE 

Dio ! BECAUSE OF YOU/ 


YOU DIDN'T 
DELIVER/ 


"AND WE HAD HIM// 
SIMMONS WAS READY TO 
GO BEFORE YOU SHIT ON 
EVERYTHING/ HE WAS 
SUPPOSED TO BE YOUR 
LAST PATIENT/ 1 ' 


HE WAS 
NUMBER 
. 47 a , 


W YOU ^ 

r understand 1 

THAT?.., SIMMONS 
WAS SUPPOSED TO 
BE PATIENT 47/ 

L NOT YOU/.' 






r KRAMER'S ^ 
MADNESS CUT 
OFF OUR 
. FUNDING... a 


WAIT 
A SEC 


^ WEREN'T ^ 
YOU LISTENING? 
WE DIDN'T GET 
^ TO HIM/ ^ 


r YOU'RE ^ 
SAYING THE 
ORIGINAL 
SPAWN WAS 
A PATIENT 
L TOO? A 


K AND ^ 

what made 

SIMMONS 

DIFFERENT? 


THAT 

WASN'T MY 
QUESTION. 


WHAT... MADE 
SIMMONS... SO 
DIFFERENT? 


EVERYTHING/ 






^ EVERYONE ELSE-- ^ 
YOURSELF INCLUDEO" 
WERE NEVER WIRED PROPERLY, 
THAT MADE ALL OF YOU 
UNPREDICTABLE. AND ALSO.., 
EXPENDABLE. 


, , > “ 


AT LEAST THE 

r THINGS THAT MATTERED,. 1 
THE PROJECT ' WAS M E A NT TO 
BUILD THE ULTIMATE WEAPON. THE 
HUMAN HYBRID. THAT MEANS 
IT WAS MEANT FOR KILLERS. 

L SOLDIERS, HUNTERS. A 
^ WARRIORS. 


r AND SADLY ^ 
RICHARD, 
NEITHER YOU NOR 
KRAMER QUALIFIED 
FOR ANY OF 
THOSE. A 




r HELL DIRECTOR ^ 
KRAMER HERE EVEN 
STOOD BY WHILE WE 


' 


!«• 


f. IS 




"THAT'S BECAUSE THE PROJECT 
WASN'T MEANT TO EXPERIMENT ON 
SCIENTISTS OR BUSINESSMEN. WE 
LEARNED TOO LATE, IT WAS BUILT 
FOR MEN LIKE SIMMONS. 1 ' 







■ 




r SO ME 

BECOMING ^^AND WHETHER 
' TREMO R r VV AS WE LIVED OR DIED 

JUST PART OF THEiT'N WAS 

^ PROCESS? YyES.) IRRELEVANT? .. 


‘ESSENTIALLY, 

what mattered 
WAS THAT THE 
RIGHT PERSON 
NEEDED TO DIE. 
THAT WAS 
SIMMONS. 


BUT KRAMER 
CONTAMINATED 
EVERYTHING 
WHEN HE 
EXPERIMENTED 
. ON HIMSELF. , 


^ SIMMONS WAS ^ 
r GOING TO DIE. THERE ^ 
WASN'T A QUESTION 
ABOUT THAT. BUT HE WAS 
SUPPOSED TO DIE AFTER 
VVE EXPERIMENTED ON HIM 
AND AFTER WE MADE 
L HIM INTO THE PERFECT A 
WARRIOR. 




"I PROMISED HELL THEY'D GET 
THEIR WARRIOR-- AND UNLIKE 
OTHERS IN THIS ROQM-- 
I DELIVER ON MY PROMISES? 


when hell DISCOVERED 
THAT WASN'T GOING TO 
HAPPEN IT FORCED MY 
HAND AND I HAD TO 
SPEED UP MY PLANS TO 
DELIVER HIM TO THEM. 


-a. Si 

rw 


"SO I HAD HIM SHOT. 
RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE OF 
A MID-LEVEL MISSION. 




OB 






W I GAVE THEM ^ 
THE SACRIFICE THEY 
AGREED TO... BUT THEY 

REJECTED HIM / 

SAID HE NEEDED MORE 
TRAINING. MORE 
POWER/ 








THEY REJECTED HIM 
BECAUSE YOU 
COULDN'T WAIT/ ' 


X BUT IT X 
TOOK THEM ^ 
FIVE YEARS TO 
DECIDE THAT! FIVE 
LONG YEARS 
BEFORE I SAW 
* HIM AGAIN. A 


: hJ 


,/^r 


- -?■ 


* -v • - 5j • • t , ■ m-. - 


GIVING THEM 

W SIMMONS THE WAY I ^ 
DID- BEFORE HE'D BEEN ^ 
EXPERIMENTED ON-- WAS LIKE 
GIVING THEM A PREMATURE BABY 
RIPPED FROM THE WOMB. HE 
WASN'T FULLY FORMED YET. HE 
NEEDED TO GROW INTO WHAT . 
L THEY WANTED. SO THEY J 
SENT HIM BACK. . % 


r BUT THE ^ 

DEMONS.,, 
THEY WEREN'T 
AMUSED. , 








ALL THOSE 

Y years working ^ 
for my big payoff... it 

ALL VANISHED BECAUSE 1 
DIDNT GIVE THEM A PERFECT 
SPAWN / BY KILLING 
SIMMONS TOO SOON- 
THEY RETRACTED EVERY 
L PROMISE EVER MADE A 
W TO ME. 


"AND THOUGH I WISHED 
SPAWN HAD KILLED ME-- 
I KNEW I NEEDED A 
BACKUP PLAN." 


SO WHAT? 1 
YOU REBUILT YOUR 
POLITICAL POWER 
BASE. AND IT'S 
NOT LIKE SIMMONS 
KILLED YOU. j 


W' YOU KNOW ^ 
\ WHAT 1 GOT OUT 1 
OF THE DEAL-- WHAT 
f HELL GAVE ME FOR 
MY EFFORT OF FINDING 
THEM A HUMAN 
WARRIOR TO BATTLE 
^ HEAVEN? / 




“THAT CAME WHEN I HEARD THAT 
YOU'D EXPERIMENTED ON YOURSELF 
AWAY FROM EVERYONE ELSE AND 
THOUGH IT DIDNT SURPRISE ME THAT 
YOU'D DO SOMETHING SO RECKLESS- 
I NEEDED TO FIND OUT IF ANYTHING 
YOU DID TO YOURSELF MAY HAVE 
WORKED. 


"BECAUSE THE THING THAT 
SCARED ME MOST WAS THE 
KNOWLEDGE THAT YOU AND 
SCMMONS SHARED SOME 
WEIRD COMMONALITIES IN 
YOUR BRAIN PATTERNS. SO 
I HAD YOU WATCHED.. FOR 
YEARS WE MONITORED YOU 
AND THEN ONE DAY WE 
FOUND YOU IN A COMA. 


"AND WHAT NO ONE ELSE KNOWS WAS 
THAT YOU SLIPPED INTO YOUR COMA THE 
SAME DAY HELL RETURNED SIMMONS 
BACK TO EARTH. 


"IT WAS FAIRLY EASY FOR ME TO 
WHISK YOU AWAY FROM YOUR 
RECLUSIVE LIFE AND WATCH OVER 
YOU ALL THESE YEARS* 


IN THE BEGINNING WE MOVED YOU AROUND FROM 
HOSPITAL TO HOSPITAL f EACH TIME CHANGING 
YOUR IDENTITY AND YOUR MEDICAL RECORDS, 

IN TIME 1 FELT YOUR TRAIL HAD BECOME COLD 
ENOUGH TO STATION YOU IN ONE PLACE. THAT'S 
HOW YOU LANDED AT ST. ANTHONY'S WITH THE 
ARBITRARY NAME OF JIM DOWNING. 1 PROBABLY 
PULLED IT OUT OF SOME RURAL PHONEBOOK 
FROM ARKANSAS OR SOMETHING. 


■'BUT MY PURPOSE OF KEEPING 
YOU AROUND WAS THAT SOMEDAY 
I MIGHT NEED A BARGAINING 
CHIP' AGAINST HELL OR A PEACE 
OFFERING WITH HEAVEN/ 1 












BJJT WITH 

r SIMMONS' RETURN MY ^ 
LIFE QUICKLY GOT COMPLICATED 
I HAD TO BUILD GLOBAL 
RELATIONSHIPS AND MILITARY 
STRENGTH OUTSIDE OF MY 
^ NORMAL CHANNELS. ^ 


1,1 1 EVEN VENTURED INTO A PACT WITH 
HEAVEN THAT TRANSFORMED ME INTO 
WHAT I THOUGHT WOULD BE MY FINAL 
DESTINY. BUT TRAITORS FROM BOTH 
HEAVEN AND HELL SAW TO IT THAT MY 
POWERS AS THE R£P££M£R WOULDNT 
BE PERMANENT. 


"I WAS STRIPPED DOWN 
TO MY PHYSICAL CORE 
AND PATCHED BACK 
TOGETHER. BUT IT GAVE 
ME A TASTE OF THE 
AFTERLIFE AND WHAT IT 
COULD BE LIKE. I'VE BEEN 
TRYING TO GET BACK 
THERE EVER SINCE. 


"ALL I NEEDED WAS SPAWN'S 
HELP. YEAR AFTER YEAR I TRIED 
TO GET HIS ASSISTANCE, BUT 
HE'D CHANGED/ CHANGED IN 
A WAY THAT NO ONE COULD 
MANIPULATE. NOT ME, HEAVEN 
OR HELL, NOR EVEN HIS 
ARMOR." 








m MOSTLY. 

V EACH TIME WE MOVED i 
KRAMER I ELIMINATED 
MOST OF THOSE INVOLVED 
, WITH HIS PRIOR IDENTITY. 

AFTER A DOZEN MOVES 
' HIS TRAIL WAS NEARLY 
UNTRACEABLE WITH ONLY 
l A FEW PEOPLE IN A 
THE KNOW. ^ m 


r AND ALL 
THIS WENT 
DOWN WITH 
OUT ANY 
l LEAKS? 


THAT'S WHAT M 
BEGAN MAKING YOU 
SO IMPORTANT BECAUSE IF 
SIMMONS WASN'T GOING 
TO BECOME THE WARRIOR 
WE WANTED -YOU WERE 
ALL I HAD LEFT. ^A 


BUT I ^ 
r KNEW THE TIME 1 
WOULD COME 
EVENTUALLY WHEN 
I WOULD GET 
THE CALL/ A 


W THAT ^ 
YOU, FOR 1 

whatever 

REASON, HAD 
AWOKEN 
FROM YOUR . 
L COMA.* A 


* Which he did in issue 135— Toed 






r THE AGENT ^ 
r MAKING THE CALL 1 
COMMITTED SUICIDE 
SHORTLY AFTERWARDS 
SINCE HE KNEW WE'D 
L ELIMINATE HIM 
^ ANYWAY, * -d 


h ' MY CONCERN, THOUGH, 
WAS TO IMMEDIATELY TEST 
YOU. I HIRED ONE OF YOUR 
FORMER STAFF MEMBERS 
WHO SENT WAVE AFTER 
WAVE OF PAST PATIENTS 
AGAINST YOU. 


■"I'M SURE RICHARD, 
HERE, PROBABLY GOT 
A CALL OR TWO ASKING 
HIM TO COME OUT OF 
RETIREMENT, 


BUT NO MATTER WHAT 
CAME YOUR WAY.., 
YOU CRUSHED IT/ 1 * 


* Issues- 185 tc- 196 — Todd 


r WHICH WAS ^ 
EXACTLY WHAT I 
WAS HOPING FOR! 
THAT YOU'D PROVE 
YOURSELF WORTHY 
OF THE 'SPAWN' 
L. MANTLE. d 


r and with ^ 

SIMMONS 
GONE- YOU'RE 
NOW /MY NEW 
SECRET 

L WEAPON, A 












gr i just ^ 

f NEEDED TO 1 
MAKE SURE WE D 
MEET UNDER 
OPTIMUM 
CONDITIONS. 
SINCE 3 NEED YOU 
TO DO SOMETHING 
L VERY IMPORTANT i 
k FOR ME, / 


■ 


-s' . 

•• . r. - 




"SO ONCE YOU PASSED THE 
PHYSICAL TESTS I THREW AT 
YOU 1 NEEDED TO TEST YOUR 
MENTAL MAKE-UP AS WELL * 






•Starting in issue 20I--Todd | 


1h THAT WAS GOING TO BE THE TRUE 
BAROMETER. HOW BADLY DID YOU 
WANT TO FIND YOUR PAST AND 
HOW HARD WOULD YOU WORK 
TOWARDS THAT GOAL? SEE, IT'S THE 
HUMAN EMOTIONS THAT THE 
ARMOR FEEDS OFF OF-- AND IF YOU 
WEREN'T STRONG ENOUGH PSYCHO- 
LOGICALLY THE ARMOR YOU'RE 
WEARING WOULD HAVE ALREADY 
CONSUMED YOUR SANITY, 


"BUT IT HASN'T," ■ 




YOUR FR]END 
RICHARD HAS 
STRUGGLED WITH 
THAT BALANCE BETWEEN 
CONTROL AND MAD- 
NESS EVERY DAY, BUT 
NOT YOU.,. 


NO, NOT 
YOU, 


AND WE BOTH 
KNOW WHY. IT'S BECAUSE 
YOU LIKE THE POWER THAT'S 
COURSING THROUGH YOUR 
VEINS" DONT YOU? HOW 
EXACTLY YOU ACQUIRED SPAWN'S 
POWERS... I DONT REALLY 
CARE AT THIS POINT. 1 JUST 
NEED YOU TO DO ME THIS 
ONE LITTLE FAVOR . 


•ML _ 


I'M 
TRYING. 






WHAT ARE ^ 
YOU AFRAID OF? 
ASK ME WHAT I WANT* 
YOU MIGHT BE 

k. SURPRISED / ^ 


JIM- LOOK, ^ 
r I KNOW YOU THINK 
I BETRAYED YOU- BUT 
YOU'VE COME THIS FAR 
HE'S COMPLETELY MAD 
BUT JUST SEE WHAT 
^ HE WANTS, 4 


1 PLAN 
TGL. 
ALONE. 


UEFhaaua 

. mm . 


THAT'S it: 


r l N££t? YOU ^ 
TO GO. I PON'T 
WANT TO YOU 
EVER AGAIN. & 

^ THAT BLEARY . 


Sure 





m v W /■ mi i, 

L MB/ A 

It 


PI w£ ■ 


r use your m , 1 |i 



M 1 ■ 

L ANGER... YOUR... A 



, ,bPh 

^ RAGE... 

■ f . . 'HvT aV 

It . 








Whatever, 


50 ... 

WMATf5 

rt you 

WANT? 


YOU'RE 

PATHETIC' 


LOOK AT 

YOU: YOU'RE NO ^ 

SIMMONS !! 1 

AND YOU NEVER WILL BE/ 
HE AT LEAST HAD THE GUTS 
TO PROTECT HIS WIFE. THAT'S 
ALL HE CARED ABOUT/ HE 
WOULD NEVER HAVE LET j 
^ ME DO THAT TO HIS A 
WOMAN/ 


f or-youw 

r SOT IT WRONG ~ ^ 

yOU'Rf NOT GETTING AWAY 

witlut , t jaarttAve one 

M5TOUE5TION FOR YO U.„ 

jvwat ro you 

WANT? ^ 





PON't 
F*CK wi m 

mi 


THING YOU 
CAN IMAGINE. I 
WANT YOU TO 
L KILL ME. / 


I TOLD YOU, 1 
I NEED YOU 

to kill men 


r now mu 

why pip you 

WANT MS 

v uetze? > 


r irs the only X 
/ WAY TO GET BACK N 
WHAT I'VE LOST' HELL 
MADE ME A DEAL. SAYI NG 
IF I WANTED TO REDEEM 
MYSELF FROM GIVING 
THEM AN IMPERFECT 
SIMMONS-- 1 NEEDED 
k TO SACRIFICE A 
MYSELF.' 


THEN I D 

W GET WHAT THEY ^ 
’ PROMISED' BUT SPAWN ’ 
NEEDED TO KILL ME - 
anyone else and I D GET 
NOTHING,' THAT WAS HELL'S 
RULE' NO MATTER HOW 
i HARD I SCREWED WITH . 
L SIMMONS HE A 
NEVER DID IT' 


SO YOU 
MUST' 


: : Kq f * 


A4k. 1 

X v in 

‘ I t .■ Jr 







r NOW ^ 
DO ill 
THAT'S AN 

ORDER * 


r YOU'RE ^ 
GOING TO DIE- 
BUT NOT THE 
WAY YOU 
^ WANT. . 


r DONE ^ 
WITH IT? IT'S 
GONE. 1 SENT 
IT AWAY. IT'S 
JUST ME JIM 
, DOWNING, a 


-"'tOUR A 
ARMOR?/ 
WHAT 
HAVE 
l YOU.., j 


r SPAWN'S 
NOT KILLING 
YOU TONIGHT. 

, I AM/ 


r SO YOU'LL ^ 
BE DEAD AND 
GET NOTHING 
FROM HELL/ 





r IT'S ^ 
TIME TO 
BURT MY 
PAST, , 


■n 


JESUS' 


JIM.,* ^ 
WHATRE 
YOU 
DOING? 












i-'W . \v 1 









VUO-H! 



















mm 


mm 1 




•;<-V 






^ I START ^ 
BECOMING 
THE REAL JIM. 
t DOWNING, a 


Mil ■ ■ ■HriHlH tan 

RIlHilllMiTimiiai 
■ <*■■■ ■.■■■■■■!■■ trial 

m a ■■■ 

iiiaiin i mi a lift 

■>■■ , 

:s:r. 
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r HELLO, 

MY NAME IS ^ 
MARC ROSEN,.. AND 
I'M MAKING THIS 
RECORDING WITH THE 
HOPE THAT IF ANY- 
THING HAPPENS TO 
ME, SOMEONE WILL 
L LISTEN TO THIS A 

w^. and... 


W MORE THAN ^ 
r ANYTHING... I 1 
JUST HOPE THEY'LL 
BELIEVE ME... AND 
INVESTIGATE 
DEEPER INTO WHAT 
I BELIEVE IS A 
MULTI-LAYERED j 
k CONSPIRACY, A 


AND 

W WITHOUT \ 
■ SOUNDING TOO N 
CRAZY- I HAVE NO IDEA 
WHO'S ORCHESTRATING 
ANY OF IT. BUT SOME 
PEOPLE THAT I KNOW 
HAVE GONE MISSING OR 
ARE NOW DEAD,,. AND I 
k THINK IT'S BECAUSE A 
\ OF ME. 


< AND IF YOU N 
CHECK THE DATES- - 
EVERY ONE OF THEM 
VANISHED OR DIED 
DAYS AFTER I GAVE 
V THEM A PHOTO. V 


THIS W THE MAN IN IT 
PHOTO/ IS JIM DOWNING, THE ^ 

K GUY I NOW WORK FOR. 1 
THE SAME GUY WHO'S BEEN 
ALL OVER THE INTERNET AND 
T t V.— DOING SOME INCREDIBLE 
THINGS THAT NO ONE CAN 
EXPLAIN. THE WOMAN IS... I A 
k DON'T KNOW' 1 HAVEN'T A 
A CLUE. _ W 


BUT ^ 
EVERY 
JOURNALIST 
WHO RECEIVED 
THIS IMAGE... 
k IS GONE ! J 














I'LL INCLUDE 

W SCREEN GRABS OF ^ 
" ALL THE REPORTERS' ' 
CASES AND INCLUDE AS 
MUCH INFORMATION ABOUT 
THEM AS I CAN* BUT THE 
PEOPLE THAT DON'T WANT 
i THIS PHOTO SEEN ARE a 
K CAPABLE OF DOING J * 
rv ANYTHING* 


THAT'S 

W WHAT'S SCARING ^ 
ME SHITLESS, 
BECAUSE I DON'T WHO 
THEY ARE OR WHY THEY 
HAVEN'T COME AFTER 
ME YET, BUT SOME 
V government GUY A 
> SAID THAT.. 


Christ. 


W ONE OTHER ^ 
r THING.,, I DON'T 
KNOW HOW JIM 
FITS INTO ANY OF 
THIS'* AND TO TELL 
YOU THE TRUTH- 
I'M TOO AFRAID 
TO ASK HIM, A 


BZZZZT 


bzzzzt ^ 

BZZZZT 


i A ■ 

JpjBr.jy 1 

jL 

•ri* -:L-* 

1 ■ ™ 

it 




1 1\ v ft i 




ft V r 

jV H 1 i \\A, 








r I DIDN'T! > 
I JUST HAVE 
TO FINISH 
WHAT I'M 
DOING. GIVE 
ME TEN 
t MINUTES, j 


HOPE 
I'M NOT 
DISTURBING 
BUT... 


SUSAN' I'M 
DOING SOME- 
THING. CANT 
v IT WAIT? . 


S 1 KNOW X 
f WHAT THAT ' 

means, its more 

LIKE AN HOUR/ 
LOOK IF YOU 
DON'T WANT TO 
. GO OUT" JUST a 
X SAY IT/ A 


YOU SAID 

K THE OTHER DAY WE 
WERE GOING OUT FOR 
DINNER TONIGHT. IT'S 
GETTING KIND OF LATE. 
. DID YOU FORGET 
^ OR WHAT? _A 


r DAMN ^ 
IT, SUSAN/ 
I'M ALMOST 
^ DONE, a 


W JUST GET X 
r OFF MY > 
BACK SO I 
CAN FINISH MY 

F+CKING 
L WORK/!/ 


f FINE, ^ 
THEN I'LL 
WAIT 
L HERE, a 


r GET X 
OUT OF THE 
ROOM NOW/ 
I'LL BE RIGHT 
w THERE/ j 


SO THERE.., 

W THIS RECORDING ^ 
r SHOWS HOW MUCH OF 1 
A PRICK ALL OF THIS HAS 
MADE ME. THAT LADY YOU 
JUST SAW - IT'S HER I NEED 
TO PROTECT. J DON'T CARE 
ABOUT ME- ITS SUSAN. 

L IN THE END SHE'S ALL A 
^ THAT MATTERS. ^ 


KNOCK 

KNOCKS 







NOW 

THAT'S 

cool; , 


wow; THIS IS 
AWESOME! 


calendars,^ 

POSTERS. 

T-SHIRTS, MAGAZINES 
HE'S EVEN GOT 
V KEYCHAINS! ^ 


^ I DON'T LIKE ^ 
VISITORS COMING 
HERE UNAN- 
V NOUNCEDJ - 


r THAT ^ 
INCLUDES 
YOU! NOW 
WHAT DO YOU 
k WANT? ^ 


r YOU AND ^ 
I HAVE A 
PROBLEM. THE 
OLD MAN IS 
k BACK, A 


Y RELAX. ^ 
r I WAS JUST 1 
r LOOKING 
THROUGH SOME 
OF YOUR 
DOWNING 
PARAPHERNALIA 
QUITE A RACKET 
i YOU'VE GOT 
L GOING A 
^ HERE, M 


W THAT'S RIGHT. ^ 
.AND HE SAYS HE'S ' 
GOING TO RECRUIT 
SPAWN TO HIS SIDE. 
HE DOES THAT AND 
BOTH OUR LIVES GET 
COMPLICATED REAL 
FAST. JUST THOUGHT 
l YOU'D LIKE TO A 

^ know. ^ 


CUT THE " 
CRAP. WHY 'RE 
t YOU HERE? . 


jm 



WT 1 

\ . :. m 







W WHY? I'VE NEVER 
HAD A PROBLEM WITH HIM r 
WE ALWAYS KNEW WHERE EACH 
OTHER STOOD, THOUGH I GOT 
THE FEELING COG WASN'T 
^ TOO FOND OF YOU. ^ 


r ONLY ONE WAY HE COULD DO THAT-- 1 
HE HAD TO ABDICATE HIS THRONE/ 
NOW ASK YOURSELF™ WHY WOULD HE 
DO THAT UNLESS HIS POWERS HAVE 
GROWN?/ AND SINCE HE WAS A SPAWN 
HIMSELF GNCE“ WHO DO YOU THINK 
^ HAS THE INSIDE TRACK TO A 
CONVERT OUR SPAWN?/ 


r SO ^ 
WE'RE ALL 
COMPETJTORS 
. NOW? j 


^ LIKE I SAID, ^ 
HE'S NOT MY PROBLEM. 
AND DOWNING, IN CASE 
YOU HAVEN'T NOTICED, 
DOESN'T BELONG TO 
^ ANYONE YET. ^A 


r THAT YOU ^ 
THOUGHT OTHER- 
WISE SHOWS HOW 
UNDISCIPLINED 
t YOU STILL ARE, j 


r YOU'RE RIGHT, ^ 
I NEED TO BE 
MORE LIKE YOU SO 
I CAN HONE MY 
POWERS AND 
INFLUENCE, A 


r THAT 
TRAIT WILL 
FAIL YOU 
EVENTUALLY. 


r THEN MAYBE.., ^ 
JUST MAYBE I CAN 
MAKE F*CKIN' KEY 
CHAINS SOME 
^ DAY TOO/ - 


* V.. _ \ s 


■few - 

ARE YOU DEAF?/ 




W I SAID HE'S BACK/ THERE'S 



p 

K 





f 1 

n 

i lift ** 

fr 





DETECTIVE SAM BURKE 



THE WHOLE 

W TIME YOU WERE IN ^ 
' THE HOSPITAL,* DETECTIVE 1 
RQWANDAND I WERE TRYING 
TO FIGURE OUT WHO HE 
MIGHT BE, BUT NEITHER OF 
US FOUND MUCH. NOR HAS 
L ANYONE ELSE IN THE 
k. WORLD FOR THAT 
MATTER. 


SO HE JUST 

Mr TOUCHES CRIPPLES \ 
r AND INVALIDS THEN THEY'RE \ 
CURED?/ NOW THAT'S ONE 
HELLUVA TALENT, TOO BAD YOU 
COULDN'T DO THAT TWITCH - 
COULD'VE ZAPPED ME AND GOTTEN 


PROBABLY 
BECAUSE YOU ^ 
HAVEN'T EATEN ALL DAY. 

I STOPPED BY THE 
CORNER STORE ON THE 
WAY UP AND GOT WHAT 
THE DOCTOR 
K RECOMMENDED, 4 


^ BUT I DON'T ^ 
WANT TO HEAR YOUR 
. COMPLAINTS. . 


— 

W"* 


AND YOU X, 
ACTUALLY BELIEVE 
DOWNING IS CAPABLE 
OF DOING ALL THESE 
STUNTS I'VE BEEN 
V WATCHING? ^ 






. v 


Jr 


1 HAVE SOME BACK 
AT THE OFFICE, I LL BRI 
THEM BY TOMORROW, YOU DON'T 
HAVE TO GET CAUGHT UP ON EVERY 
ONE TONIGHT. ESPECIALLY SINCE 
THE DOCTORS SAID YOU NEEDED 
TO TAKE THINGS EASY 
FOR A WHILE. 


ME OUT OF THAT HOSPITAL SOONER, 
THOUGH THE NURSES WERE OKAY 
LOOKING. THERE ANY MORE A 
DISCS YOU NEED ME TO ^ 
WATCH TONIGHT? 













YOU NEARLY DIED, SAM. YOU'RE AWARE 
OF THAT? THEY SAID YOU WERE CLINICALLY DEAD FOR 
OVER THIRTY SECONDS.* SO YOU WANT TO MAKE LIGHT 
OF THAT- THEN FINE- GO AHEAD. BUT I LIKE YOU AS 
MY PARTNER. SO EXCUSE ME IF I TAKE YOUR HEART 
PROBLEMS MORE SERIOUS THAN YOU DO. ^ 


AND TO SHOW ^ 
YOU HOW MUCH I ADORE 
YOU... I'M GOING TO EAT THE 
SAME DIET YOU HAVE TO 
^ UNTIL YOU'RE BITTER. 


OHHH-- X L 
W GIMME A BREAK/ \L 
f YOU LOVE ALL THAT \ 
'SKINNY PEOPLE' CRAP 
THEY CALL FOOD. YOU'RE 
NOT SACRIFICING ANY- 
THING/ BUT SOME OF US 
AREN'T BUILT FOR LOW 
GARBS AND GREEN 
ROUGHAGE TWENTY- 
t FOUR HOURS A DAY/ j 
L BESIDES... IT GIVES Z 
^ ME 'THE RUNS,' 


r I THINK^ 
I EVEN 
SMARTED 
MY PANTS 
YESTER- 
L DAY. j 




^ C'MON, x 
TWITCH. 1 WAS 
. KIDDING. > 


r YOU'RE > 
SUCH A GIRL 
SOME- 

. TIMES. > 


X SO NOW x 
/ THAT WE'VE GOTTEN \ 
THE 'BRQMANCE' 
OUT OF THE WAY, WHAT 
ELSE DO I NEED TO 
KNOW ABOUT THIS 
\ DOWNING J 
V DUDE? y 


X I WAS JUST X 
COMMENTING 
ON HAVING TO EAT 
ANOTHER OF THESE 
ASSWIPE SALADS. 
X AND I... X 


r I LIKE ^ 
BEING 
YOUR 
PARTNER 
v TOO , > 




Sty MOST OF X 
7 WHAT WE KNOW \ 
r IS IN THE FILES I > 
BROUGHT- READ 
THEM AT YOUR 
LEISURE. BUT THERE'S 
STILL A COUPLE . 
L THINGS THAT ARE < 
^ BUGGING ME, > — 



y 1 1 








X for 
/ STARTER Sp I 1 
BELIEVE THE 1 
ATTEMPT ON YOUR 
LIFE AT THE HOSPITAL 
IS SOMEHOW 
t CONNECTED TO A 
X DOWNING * At 


r AND BEFORE ^ 

YOU ASK... YOU'RE 
THE ONLY ONE I r VE 
, SAID THIS TO. . 


W I BELIEVE ^ 
r DOWNING'S 1 
POWERS POSE A 
THREAT TO SOME. 
THE WAY THEY'RE 
ATTACKING HIM. 

I BEL] EVE- IS BY 
ATTACKING 
k THOSE CLOSE J 
TO HIM, y 


BUT 1 
HAVE, 


' WHAT RE > 
YOU TALKING 
ABOUT?. 1 I'VE 
NEVER MET 
v THE GUY' > 


■ 


; 1 , ■ 

AiVEh 


' ’’ 


** i • ) ■ *2 

• . ■ • 


■ ■ 










SC THE BEST 

W WAY TO GET TO DOWNING ^ 
r MIGHT BE TO GET TO ME. AND ~ 
THE BEST WAY TO GET TO ME IS 
THROUGH YOU. THAT'S HOW 
DEEP THIS ALL GOES. THEY DON'T 
CARE HOW MANY LAYERS THEY 
NEED TO GO THROUGH AS A 
^ LONG AS IT LEADS BACK ^ 
TO DOWNING. 









WHAT'S 

THIS? 


DOWNING'S 
PRINT FILES. 


frlgg n 


r YOU'RE ^ 
TELLING ME THAT 
DOWNING HAS TEN 
DIFFERENT FINGER' 
PRINTS BELONGING 
TO TEN DIFFERENT 
FELONS?/ A 


BECAUSE 

EACH TIME I RUN ^ 
r HIS PRINTS THROUGH 
THE LAB I GET TEN NEW 
PRINTS BELONGING TO TEN 
NEW FELONS. AND THE 
ONLY CONNECTION THEY 
k HAVE TO EACH OTHER IS A 
k THAT THEY'RE ALL A 
DEAD/ 


F 

1 



n — 

j^. p 















r I knew wha: 

I VV -:J L- hUppDhl'C 

to clo-- VV "i c t to keel V 
when hi: w-Jt-, in hi:- 
co'-': a. His spir t one M 
yours were $o 

t very strong. And I ^ 

needed that. 

" "' ■ ■ >■'■■'■ I not - 
K :. i-' y:: _I in my 


"Because everyone close to me 
had abandoned me'- and when 
you sent him to me --it was a gift 
I wasn't worthy of receiving. 


'But you blessed me with 
a friend who listened to 
alii my fears. All my pain. 


Why did 
You make 
him wake 
up? 






And why 
aid you let 
him take me 
Into the 
dank ? , 


"Until then I loved him,,, with 
every fiber in my body. But he 
took me into the darkness,,, and 
God help me,., I haven't 
stopped being scared since. 


"I couldn't see 
or hear anything 
Sutlfeitit!" 


It was all 
around me. 
Everywhere/ 


And now ™ 
l don't know who 
to trust any- 
more or why I'm 
even feeling like 
^ this. 









I keep 

f fighting it-- dut ' 
I don't know what 
side I'm going to fall 
to. Like Jim,,, light 
and darkness are 
trying to steal 
my soul, j * 


r And I don't 
know If I can 
live with Doth 
Inside me at the 
same time. A 


.jr I'm not Jim. 

* His actions show 
that he has so much love-- 
so much light. But he lives 
with darkness too. I can't 
do that. I'm not as 
strong as him. jS 


Please, 
Lord,,, 
give me 
strength 









SARA 


r LOOK AT YOU. ~ 

50 TORTURED AMD 
TORMENTED-, YOUR 
FEMALE 5PECIE5 CONTINUES 
TO DISAPPOINT ME WITH YOUR 
CONSTANT I N 5 ECU RIT1 ES AND 
SELF-DOUBTS. YQLJ NEVER SEEM 
SATISFIED,,. EVER. AND BECAUSE 
OF THAT YOU MAKE PERFECT 
TARGETS FOR GOD. HE'S 
ALWAYS PREYING ON 
YOUR MATERNAL 
WEAkN ESSES. , 


MY 

DEAR. 

PfA® 

SARA. 


HE KNEW 
WOMEN CRAVED 
SOMETHING 

thats why he 

CREATED YOU... 


RELIGION. 
IT WAS HIS 
GREATEST 
TRICK EVER, 


BUT IT 

ALSO MEANT 
YOU COULD EJE 
TARGETS FOR 
HELL TOO r 



l 7 n 


1 

rzi| j 



KEEP 

IT SAFE FOR 
ME, 


111 NEED 
17... AND YOUR 
INNOCENCE... 
WHEN r COME 
BACK FOR IT. 



SUSAN MATTHEWS 






r LOOK, A 
SUSAN, NOT 
WOW. I NEED 
TO MAKE 
SOME 

V calls, a 


* Issue 2O2--T0dd 


^ WHY > 
DO THEY 
KEEP 
DOING 
v IT? j 


r l DON'T 
HAVE TIME 
FOR THIS, 
IT WAS A 
MISTAKE 
WHAT WE 
^ DID. 


^GODDAMMIT'^ 
ARE YOU OUT OF 
YOUR MIND?,' 
THERE IS NO US! 
WHAT'S WRONG 
v WITH YOU?* / 


WHY 00 

THEY KEEP. 
HUNTING 
ME? 
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Hllspwn; Dudes!! Figured 
it out over the weekend. 


AngelsROK: Let me 

guess.. .you found another 
HELLSPAWN 


Hllspwn 

U got it! 


Redeemer69: 

Please... enlighten us 


Hllspwn: It came to me in 
my dreams last night... our 
new global celeb DOWNING 
is a Hell Spawn!! He’s hiding 
it from every] 


AngelsROK: WTF!!! How many does 
that make for you now? 77 or 78 Spawns? 
Lve lost count ever since you decided that 
LcBRON is the new Hell spawn not KQBL 


Hllspwn: It is LEPROMIN Kobe 
was a fraud. Look at how Lakers arc 
playing! Not even the best team in LA 


Redeemer69: Nuke the sports 
talk and tell us your facts for 
Downing. Other than what every- 
one already knows. 




















Hltspwn: Think about it. . .DOWNING has 
no past ft I checked news sites and found that 
he came out of his coma the SAME day as 
that weird green light over NYC.* Feds 
never told us what it was. WHY???!!! 

Reeuy, they R Eliding something. Arid green 
is the same color as SPAWN'S eyes t ! 


m 




* SSLie 155 --Todd 


Angels ROK: 

OMG! Matching eye 
colors! ! ! That's 
i I?? ? ???? ? ???? You're 


:i mo ':i 



Hllspwn: I wasn’t finished you dork!!! 
Downing also was in the hospital that 
burnt down, ..remember some think it 
was a terrorist attack. So why would 
terrorists burn down a hospital? Tiic 
people inside are SICK already! Can’t 
harm any one... unless they were looking 
tor a specific patient. 


Redeemer 69: What 
does a terrorist want 
with a possible Spawn? 


Hllspwn: I DON’T THINK IT WAS 
TERROISTS...I think it was God hunting 
down the new Hell spawn. His angels 
always know when NEW evil pops up. If 
Downing comes out of his coma with Hell 
powers then Heaven would need 2 kill him. 


AngelsROK: So God kills everyone in 
a hospital to find ONE demon????? This 
is why I hate the internet. Becuz of crazies 
like you !!!!!!! Ill !!!!! 3 !! II ! E !!!!!! II !!!! ! 1 bet 
you sleep in your own shit on the floor 


Redeemer69: That’s what these msg 
boards are for Angel. ., to discuss the 
supernatural. ..NOT to piss on each 
other. Let Hllspwn do his thing. 
Remember he nets it riaht some times 


AngelsROK: 

You mean rarely 










’jam? 




Redeemers! 

lived in a pent' 

3: I thought he 

bouse now . . . ! 


Hlls p w n : Ex actly , T h at wou Id throw o f f the scent , , . li ke i n the Wa I Ic- 
ing Dead show when Rick and Glenn rubbed zombie blood on them- 
selves so they could walk next to the other zombies and not get eaten. 
So maybe Jim Downing is a hybrid. Good and evil mixed 
together. That’s why he does the good things. But other spawns have 
hidden themselves in the alleys and now Downing's charity has bought 
some of the alleyways. I think he didn’t buy that property to fix it up. 1 
think he bought it so he could hide where he lives. 


Ang els ROK: Angels R smarter 
than that. They sense evil. It doesn’t 
matter how someone looks. It's 
what’s inside that counts 


Redeemers 9: But what it the Spawn 
has some good mixed inside him? 


Hllspwrt; The question is ... did God kill the 
new Hell spawn? NO, We saw a picture of him 
in the newspapers. So how could a Hell - 
spawn hide himself from God all this time??? 
Unless he was in disguise. And what would 
be the best disguise for a demon to take? 


AngelsROK: I know. 
A basketball player 
like Letaron or Kobe 


Hllspwn: No!!! And I know you're 
making fun of me for getting it wrong 
with KOBE. ..but JORDAN was a 
Hllspwn TOR SURE!!!! How else do 

U explain those moves he had??????? 


Redeemer69: Can 

we pleeze stay on toj 


Hllspwn : Here is Lhe answer: The best disguise 
for a Demon to lake is that of an Angel l! Duh! 
The reason God can’t find the He] is pawn is 
because he is acting like an Angel. That’s why 
Downing is doing, all those nice things like 
helping sick people and building his foundation 
and acting so nice on TV. If he acts GOOD they 
won’t know he is right in front of them. 


Hlls pwn : I hat 's what the reporters 
R telling us, J think he is faking all of 
us and he actually sleeps in the alleys 
where there’s nothing but shadows, 
Hel ] spa w n s lee d off dark ne ss H ! ! ! 







Hllspwn: I bet lit’s there right now 
sucking up till that black power. He 
probably thinks he’s fooling ail of os! 


Hllspwn: And Bcuz the public 
is so stupid I'm sure be goes to 
bed with a smile on his face 
and sleeps like a baby. 










^ BSCAiAtt I'M ^ 
tW£ OHB TU4T YOU 


S ANP WHEN 
NlSUT FALLS"- 

while you sleep 


THAT'S TUEONLY 

PURPOSE you SERVE 

, FOR /VIE.,. IS TO EE j 

Sv n&#r/ / 


y AM7 THE ^ 
r PAJN S INFLICT 1 
etGGMtt NOTHING 
£UT A VA<SU£ 
Me^ORV TO 
you WJTU EACH 

V SUNRJSE. > 


y pypevouring ^ 

r AS JVlLiOM EVIL AS 1 
CAN. yOU r RE MOTTUE 
ONE THEY'RE APR A IP OF 

v ( T '£> / HE '.' 


“7 ^ its Aiy 

/ EX/STENCE' TM AT ^ 
f SCARES CLOWN . HE 1 
KNOWS THATSCWg PAY 
SOON I'LL UNLEASH AW 
FULL POWER ANP THERE'S 
NOTHING HEAVEN OE 
V HELL CAN 0O TO 
STOP IT/ 




















r THAT \ 
SOUNDS 
GOOD, WHAT 
DO YOU 
. THINK JIM? a 


HELLO..,/? 
EARTH TO 
JIM/ 


SURE, ^ 
WHATEVER 
ORDER YOU 
WANT TO DO THE 
PRESENTATION 
L IN IS FINE. A 


WE ; 

r CAN LEAVE THE ^ 
TOPIC OF FUNDING 1 
FOR A BIT A 
^ LATER. 

' 0F 

ft Cpi:kSF: 


AS YOU KNOW, 
r MR. ROSEN, I HAD 1 
MANY PERSONAL 
REASONS FOR WANTING 
TO PARTNER THE RAMUS 
CORPORATIONS WITH 
k YOUR A 

FOUNDATION. 


r TODAY, THOUGH 

WE'D LIKE TO TALK 1 
ABOUT UPGRADING 
YOUR STAFFING NEEDS- 
WHICH WE BELIEVE WE'VE 
ALL SEVERELY UNDERESTI- 
MATED. ESPECIALLY IN 
L LIGHT OF RECENT A 
DEVELOPMENTS.^^bF 


r IN FACT, MR. ^ 
DOWNING AND I 
HAVE HAD A FEW 
PRIVATE MEETINGS 
ABOUT THOSE 
MOTIVES* A 


r NO ONE ^ 
ON OUR SIDE 
IMAGINED IT 
WOULD GET THIS 
t BIG SO FAST, a 


tissue 214 
— Todd 












THANKS, 
MR, RAMUS 


MR. x 
THOMPSON,. 
PLEASE FILL 
v THEM IN. „ 


/^AS YOU GENTLEMEN^® 
ARE AWARE- OUR GROUP N, 
r HAS SEEN RECEIVING ALL 
INCOMING EMAIL REQUESTS FROM 
YOUR FOUNDATION'S WEBSITE. THE 
TRAFFIC TO THE SITE HAS BEEN 
OVERWHELMING, TO SAY THE LEAST. 
. WE'VE HAD FOUR SERVER CRASHES 
k THIS MONTH ALREADY DUE TO . 
\ HUGE DEMAND. 


K NOT X 
SURPRISINGLY, X 
PAGE VIEWS WENT 
THROUGH THE ROOF 
IMMEDIATELY AFTER 
MR. DOWNING'S 
APPEARANCE ON T.V. 
-v WHEN HE WAS J 
X SHOT.* X 


W THAT INCIDENT ^ 
HAS BEEN AN ENORMOUS 
BOON” MAKING YOUR 
NAME THE SINGLE LARGEST 
SEARCH ON GOOGLE 
► RECENTLY. < 


THAT'S 

GREAT. 


mr WE AGREE. X 
r AS OF TODAY WE VE Y 
RECEIVED OVER TWELVE 
THOUSAND EMAILS 
ASKING FOR YOUR HELP 
. OR SOME TYPE OF > 
X ASSISTANCE. X 


X THE NUMBER X 
f OF PEOPLE IN NEED \ 
IS HEART WRENCHING, 
WHICH IS WHY WE THINK 
YOU'LL WANT TRIPLE THE 
V STAFF YOU INITIALLY J 
X REQUESTED, 





aj 


1 











► UNFORTUNATELY,^ 
THINGS HAVEN'T ALL 
v BEEN POSITIVE. ^ 


HOW 

SO? 


W WEVE ALSO ^ 
RECEIVED A HIGH 
VOLUME OF DEATH 
THREATS AIMED AT 
MR. DOWNING OR 
THOSE ASSOCIATED 
k. WITH HIM. 


f BECAUSE OF 

Hr his special powers X mm 

V AND RELIGIOUS IMPLICATIONS 
HE'S BECOME A POLARIZING V 
FIGURE IN SOME CIRCLES. WE \ 

BELIEVE THE VAST MAJORITY OF 
THE THREATS ARE HARMLESS 
AND ARE COMING FROM PEOPLE / g 
SITTING IN CHAT ROOMS OR / 
l WRITING BLOGS TRYING TO / 

MAKE A REPUTATION X 

"X. FOR THEMSELVES. ^ 

BUT SINCE 

/ WE WANT TO BE ^ 
/ ABSOLUTELY CERTAIN- 
/ WE'VE HANDED THE 
EMAILS OVER TO THE F.B.I 
\ THEY'VE SUGGESTED WE 
\ BEEF UP ALL SECURITY 
\ FOR THE NEXT LITTLE > 
WHILE. X 


OUR GOVERNMENT CONTACTS ASSURE US THIS 
IS FAIRLY NORMAL WITH INSTANT CELEBRITY 
STATUS- AND YOU HAVE MY ASSURANCE NONE 
OF THIS WILL BE TAKEN LIGHTLY, EVEN THOUGH 
ALL THIS ATTENTION- IN THE LONG RUN -WILL 
BE BENEFICIAL TO YOUR GOALS, 


r THAT'S WHY 
I WANTED THIS 
, MEETING,.. J 


WE APPRECIATE 
^ THAT. JIM AND I WILL ^ 
DISCUSS THIS AND GET 
BACK TO YOU. SHOULD WE 
TALK ABOUT FUNDING FOR 
.THE NEW CONSTRUCTION 
SITE? 


^ SO JIM 
COULD HEAR 
THIS ALL 
FIRST-HAND. 


r WE CAN, ^ 
IF MR. DOWNING 
IS COMFORTABLE 
. MOVING ON? ^ 


^GO 

AHEAD. 


THE INSURANCE 

m BONDS FOR THE PROJECT^ 
f HAVE BEEN GIVEN FINAL 1 
APPROVAL BY MY FINANCIAL 
BOARD AND THE MONEY FROM 
A FEW ONGOING BUSINESSES 
WILL UNDERWRITE A SIGNIFICANT 
PORTION OF THE BUDGET, 
t THE ONLY THINGS WEIL A 
^ REQUIRE FROM YOUR 
END ARE... 











' BUT, N 
I DIDN'T DIE. 
PEOPLE WILL 
Kf^OW THAT 
DOESN'T 
^ WORK. > 


^ WHAT'S YOUR, ^ 
THOUGHT ABOUT 
WHAT THEY SAID IN 
THERE? YOU KNOW., 
. ABOUT THE EMAIL 
V THREATS. ^ 


X YOU THINK X 
BECAUSE SOME 
WHACK JOS DEDN'T 
KILL YOU THE FIRST 
TIME" ANOTHER 
KOOK WONT TRY 
HARDER THE NEXT 
V 60 ROUND? 


^ DON'T 

KNOW. I'M IS 
STILL THINKING 
v ABOUT IT. X WHAT'S 
TO THINK 

JEII5 ABOUT ?! YOU'VE 
ALREADY BEEN 
SHOT ONCE/ A 


ARE YOU 
CRAZY?// 


WHICH YOU 
MAY BE FINE WITH ... 
BUT THE REST OF US 
AREN'T QUITE AS 
BULLETPROOF AS YOU 
ARE. THE STAFF MIGHT 
NOT BE AS CAVALIER a 
ABOUT IT. 


SPEAKING OF 
WHICH... 


THERE'S 

r YOUR ADORING ^ 
PUBLIC AGAIN, MY GUESS" 
GIVEN WHAT WE HEARD IN 
THE MEETING- - IT MIGHT BE 
PRUDENT IF WE WENT OUT 
THE PRIVATE SECURITY EXIT 
RAMUS SAID HE A 
rv TAKES. 







ALRIGHT-- 

f BUT RUNNING i 

AWAY FROM THE PUBLIC 
DOES NT SEEM LIKE 
THE BEST WAY TO EARN 
THEIR TRUSTOR BUILD 
^ A PRODUCTIVE / 

CHARITY. 


r IT'S NOT TO SORT A FEW THINGS 

\ RUNNING. IT'S WM OUT ABOUT MY PAST AN! 

CALLED BEING / r W PUTTING A FEW THINGS T 
L SENSIBLE. Jrm REST. WHICH REMINDS Mi 
^ THAT PHOTO I GAVE YOU 
P^AND I'M SORKY\DID YOLf GET VERY FAR 
V I DIDN'T BRIEF YOU \ WITH THAT? ^ 
IN ADVANCE ABOUT 
THIS MEETING BUT YOU'VE 
BEEN IMPOSSIBLE TO GET 
IN TOUCH WITH, WHAT 
, HAVE YOU BEEN DOING * 

WITH YOURSELF? A 


-pf NOT VERY. IF ^ 
YOU'RE REFERRING 
TO THAT WEDDING 
PHOTO. BUT I'M STILL 
WORKING ON A FEW 
. LEADS ABOUT A 
V YOUR PAST. A 


DON'T ^ 
/ WORRY 1 
ABOUT IT. YOU 
CAN STOP DOING 
WHATEVER IT IS 
t YOU WERE 
V DOING. A 


WHAT? 


— IT \ 
DOESN'T 
MATTER TO 
ME ANY- 
v MORE. > 


r til ' 

TALK TO 
YOU ABOU 
IT LATER, 
YOU GO 
k AHEAD. 


WHY? 
WHERE 
ARE YOU 
GOING? 


SINCE 

WHEN? 


X I'M CURIOUS ^ 
ABOUT SOME- 
THING RAMUS SAID 
JUST WANTED TO 
LOOK INTO 
V SOMETHING. ^ 


”1 
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— Hikers Isi and Pen itenliary 



THAT A 
GOOD 
BOOK? 






I WANTED 

w TO SEE YOUR REACTION. ^ 
BUT YOU DON'T SEEM TO BE 
SURPRISED IN THE SLIGHTEST 
THAT THE MAN YOU 
TRIED SHOOTING HAS 
.MAGICALLY MATERIALIZED 
IN YOUR CELL. 


WHY IS 
THAT? 


W WOULDN'T ^ 
HAVE ANYTHING 
TO DO WITH THAT 
MARK ON YOUR 
NECK- WOULD 
^ IT? A 


INTERESTING. 


mmm 


■ WS 


















IT'S ALL A GAME 

W AND YOU'RE THE STAR.^1 

f A RATINGS STAR / 1 

THE MORE ATTENTION ON YOU, 
THE BETTER FOR RAMUS... OR 
BLUDD AS YOU LIKE TO CALL 
HIM. SO YOU WANT TO DO 
SOMETHING TO ME THEN YOU'LL 
JUST BE DOING HIM A FAVOR. 
L YOU KNOW HE MAKES A A 
^ LOT OF CASH 
OFF YOU? 


NOW 
GET THE 
HELL 
OUT OF 
. HERE,? j 


W NOT REALLY. I 
r HAD MY SUSPICIONS 1| 

EARLIER I’VE JUST BEEN 

PREOCCUPIED WITH 

, OTHER MATTERS. SO... 

\ WHEN DID BLUDD / YOU SERIOUSLY 
W HIRE YOU? THINK I'M GOING TO ” 

SPILL MY GUTS TO YQU?-- 
WISHFUL THINKING, BUDDY. BUT 
HERE'S WHAT I WILL TELL YOU.,, 
ft HIS PLAN IS WORKING OU"T TO A 
ft r . AND AS YOU'RE FINDING 
Ik OUT'. 'FAME AND FORTUNE'^ 
CAN BL A BITCH, 


r TOOK ^ 
YOU THAT 
LONG TO 
FIGURE 
THINGS 
. OUT? a 


V DON'T 
KNOW 

WHAT YOU'RE 
TALKING 
L ABOUT. 4 


YEAH, I'VE NOTICED ^ 
r THAT. OBVIOUSLY YOUR ' 
ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT 
DIDNT HELP AND THE CLEVER 
WAY YOU'VE BUILT A WHOLE 
STORY ABOUT A DAD JUST 
WANTING TO HELP HIS LITTLE 
GIRL ITS QUITE CONVINCING, 
k YOU EVEN HAVE THE / 

^ cops believing it. y\ 


^ RIGHT. ^ft 
W BLUDD THOUGHT ^ 
r OF EVERYTHING. HE 1 
PICKS A PERFECT 
STOOGE-- ONE WHO 

actually has a disease 

RIDDEN DAUGHTER SO 
ALL THE FACTS CHECK OUT 
\ WITH THE AUTHORITIES. 
\ BUT THEY MISSED J 
1 SOMETHING, DIDN'T^ 
THEY? 


/BECAUSE 
ITS TRUE... 
AS FAR AS 
EVERYONE 
, KNOWS. 


^ NONE ^ 
f OF THEM . 
ASKED WHETHER 
YOU WERE 
MOLESTING YOUR 
FIFTEEN-YEAR OLD 
DAUGHTER. HOW 
MANY YEARS YOU 
BEEN DOING THAT? 

WHAT? SINCE 
k SHE WAS SIX? A 
^ SEVEN? ^ 


WHAT WAS IT HE 
r PROMISED TO GIVE YOU ^ 
BEFORE YOU WERE BITTEN? 
MONEY? A NEW CAR? OH... LET 
ME GUESS. HE OFFERED YOU 
ETERNAL LIFE SO THAT YOU 
COULD CONTINUE TO MOLEST 
YOUNG GIRLS FOR ETERNITY, 
HOW COULD YOU POSSIBLY 
k TURN DOWN SOMETHING^ 
LIKE THAT? 


SURE YOU DO. ^^ft 
SEE, I PAID A VISIT TO YOUR 
r DAUGHTER BEFORE I CAME HERE. ^ 
TOLD HER 1 COULDN'T HELP HER UNTIL 
SHE CLEANSED HERSELF. SHE CRIED THE 
ENTIRE TIME SHE TOLD ME WHAT YOU'VE 
BEEN DOING TO HER' AND A FATHER 
THAT WOULD DO SOMETHING LIKE THAT 
TO HIS OWN LITTLE GIRL WOULDN'T 
HESITATE EXPLOITING HER FURTHER 
K WHEN SOMEONE LIKE BLUDD a 
f k OR HIS VAMPIRE CREW' 

CAME CALLING. 


NOW WHAT? 

YOU'RE GOING TO 
KILL ME? I DONT THINK 1 
SO. YOU KNOW HOW MUCH 
ATTENTION WOULD COME YOUR 
WAY IF SOMETHING HAPPENED 
TO ME? MORE PRESS. IMAGINE 
THE HEADLINE "GRIEVING DAD 

L IN JAIL FOUND DEAD,.. A 

WHAT DOES DOWNING ^ft 
THINK? ^^ft 


W NEXT TIME ^ 
r YOU TALK TO 
ONE OF YOUR 
VAMPIRE FRIENDS 
TELL THEM I'VE 
t GOT A PLAN 
^ TOO. ^ 


■r *■.: = » 








SURE 

THING 


. Nw % !^H 


Minutes later 



rOOOOOH.„^ 
YOU RE BACK 
AGAIN? WHAT 
INTIMIDATING 
THING DID YOU 
FORGET TO 
TELL ME THIS . 
^ TIME? A 


r t WANT ^ 
YOU TO 
KNOW YOU'RE 
RI6MT. a 





F ■' 

f A W &;|fl 



1 ■} 
Ml 

Hr \1B 


' Hr / 

Ik Hi I 





r tfOWNfN£ ^ 
t?oe*N-'T h Ave 
COURAGE TO KJLL 
s. /OU, j. 


VQWUING! 


^ SOMEONE/ GET ^ 
SECURITY DOWN TO 
C r BLOCK/ I HEAR 
. SCREAMING/ ^ 


AND &LUDD NEEDS TO 
LEARN THAT LESSON/ 


'BECAUSE NO ONE IS 
GOING TO CONTROL DOWNING 
OTHER THAN ME/" 









Somewhere in New Jersey 

\ 


nmM 


LOOK AT THIS 

V PLACE- /MAW IS JT HOPPING^ 
TONIGHT 7 I SWEAR THIS IS 
THE CRAZIEST I'VE EVER SEEN IT, 
AND THESE GIRLS.,* NOT AN UGLY 
ONE IN SIGHT, WHAT DO THEY 
DO? HAVE SECURITY REJECT 
^ ANYONE WHO ISN'T AT y 
LEAST A NINE? 


r CHECK ^ 
OUT THIS 
CHICK, SHE'S 
BEEN WANTING 
TO GET AT IVY 
BUSINESS ALL 
k. NIGHT. A 


r THEY \ 
ALL HAVE, 
YOU'RE NOT 
THE ONLY 
STUD 

V HERE, J 


I'M TELLING 

r YOU I NEARLY WENT \ 
OUT OF MY MIND WHEN 
THE PLACE WAS SHUT 
DOWN FOR A FEW WEEKS,* 
I BET THAT DICKHEAD 
SPAWN DOESN'T EVEN 
v KNOW THIS JOINT'S j 
V OPENED AGAIN. St 


y AND X 
THE FOOD 
HANGING FROM 
THE RAFTERS.,* 
THE SHIT IS 
JUST TOP 
V NOTCH.' A 


2 4 


&SL.e- 










W I KNOW WE'VE ^ 
BEEN DOING THIS 
FOR A FEW THOUSAND 
YEARS... BUT DO YOU 
THINK WE'LL EVER GET 
USED TO THIS? A 


I DONT KNOW. 

I MEAN WE RE YOUNG N 
/ WHAT \ AND EVERYTHING, BUT WHAT IF 
'KIND OF \ WE, LIKE, GET MATURE OR SOME 
QUESTION J THING DOWN THE LINE? YOU 
IS THAT? I THINK WE'D STILL WANT TO DO . 
fc- COOL SHIT LIKE THIS? 


r WHY'RE \\ r 
YOU ASKING ] \ 

THIS NOW? A- 11 — ■ — 

7 ——-"'WHAT'S ^ 

//WRONG.,.. YOU DON'T 
V [\ EVER THINK OF STUFF 
\\V LIKE THIS? 


IT ISN'T THE 
SAME; THERE WASN’T 
F ANY ELECTRICITY BACK THEN 1 
, AND THE FOOD WAS CRAP" 

\ AND DON'T TALK TO ME ABOUT 
) THE BUILDINGS, THAT WHOLE 
RENAISSANCE ERA WAS SO OVER- 
HYPED. THE SEX AND ORGIES WERE 
GREAT, BUT THE REST OF IT, AND THE 
NEXT COUPLE OF GENERATIONS... 
l I SWEAR I WOULD HAVE DIED A 
^ TEN TIMES OVER IF I WASN'T 
m Sw IMMORTAL. I 


NO» I MEANT WHY 
^ ARE YOU ASKING ME THIS ' 
AFTER ALL THIS TIME?' REMEMBER 
YOU'VE BEEN DOING THIS 
FOR CENTURIES. WHY DIDN'T YOU 
BRING THIS UP SAY A HUNDRED 
v OR TWO HUNDRED > 
YEARS AGO? 


I THINK 
YOU'RE 
DRUNK. 


■P 

h 





r WHAT'S 
THAT GOT TO 
DO WITH ANY 
. THING? 


MAYBE WE 

f SHOULD JUST TALK^ 
SPORTS. DID YOU 1 
READ THAT BLOG LAST 
MONTH ABOUT MICHAEL 
JORDAN BEING A 
DEMON? I JUST A 
L ABOUT PISSED A 
MYSELF. 







YOU HATE 
EVERYONE, 


DUDE/ 


■ V NOW ^ ^ 

ENOUGH/ STRAIGHTEN UR.. 

LOOK WHO'S } I 
ft COMING TO PAY / HATE 
^ US A VISIT. J THAT 


' HOWS ^ 
YOUR EVENING 
GOINGr 
GENTLEMEN? . 


YOU 

FIND OUR 
BROTHER? 



I'LL TAKE 

^ THAT AS A 'NO/ BUT ^ 
7 YOU said you were going > 

TO FIND HIM AND- SILLY US- WE 
ACTUALLY THOUGHT YOU 
MEANT IT. I MEAN WE'VE DONE 
A BUNCH OF FAVORS FOR YOU, 
SO WHY WOULD WE THINK y 
^ YOU'D WANT TO DO JUST d 
ONE FOR US? ^ 


^ ALL RIGHT ^ 
GIRLS- YOU HEARD 
THE MAN. GET 
DRESSED AND LEAVE 
^ US ALONE. j 


HEAR 

WHAT I SAID? 
GET OFF ME/ , 


GODDAM N IT, > 
BITCH/ I DON'T 
V ASK TWICE/ < 




^ I'M NOT HAVING 1 


fh 

ft THIS CONVERSATION WITH \ 

rf ' y 

fl j fi 

l" t I 

ft THE LADIES STILL HERE. 1 I 


\/V i 

^ I'LL BE OUTS .DE.^ft J 




so- 

WHAT'S 

UP? 


YOU ALREADY ^ 
KNOW ABOUT CLOWN 
AND HIS RECRUITING 
EFFORTS- FOR WE TIME 
BEING HE DOESN'T 
POSE A THREAT BUT HE 
TOLD ME COGLIOSTRO'S 
^ RETURNED. A 


THAT MAY 

W COMPLICATE WHAT ^ 
r WE RE TRYING TO DO 1 
BECAUSE IF SPAWN 
DECIDES TO JOIN HIS SIDE, 
COG WILL TEACH HIM TRICKS 
ON HOW TO SURVIVE 
ATTACKS WITHOUT j 
L DRAINING HIS POWERS jk 
SO QUICKLY. 


THAT'S WHERE YOUR 
r BROTHER COMES IN. AND 
WHERE OUR BIGGEST PROBLEM 
LAYS. YOU THOUGHT SPAWN 
SWALLOWED HIM INTO THE 
DARKNESS. I THINK IT WAS A 
IW THE SYMBIOTE. 


IT'S BEGUN 

W ASSERTING ITSELF- ^ 
r KILLING AT AN ALARMING ~ 
RATE. AND IF THAT'S TRUE IT 
MEANS THE PORTAL TO WHERE 
YOUR BROTHER HAS BEEN 
LOCKED IN WONT OPEN 
AGAIN UNTIL DOWNING FINDS 
. A WAY TO TAKE FULL A 
K CONTROL OVER HIS A 
ARMOR. -- 


■ 1 TON T 

SFFTHAT M 

HAPPENING 

ANYTIME r SOICAME^B 
l SOON. TO WARN YOU 1 
THE SYMBIOTE IS 

■ COMING FOR YOU. 

1 BECAUSE IT'S GO NC- 

■ TO TORTURE YOUR 
L BROTHER BE -ORE A 

IT KILLS HIM,... A 


r and ^ 

THAT'S WHEN 
IT'LL FIND OUT 
WHAT YOU DID 
TO IT SO LONG 
L. AGO. A 


Jl.jjll.l . 
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